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The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Men’s Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

CCVC Life Members 

Tom Adams Graham Barr George Bean (Deceased) Leith Bean Peter Boniface (Deceased) 

Stuart Brown Andy Cockroft Owen Farghar Mike Gall  John Hughes 

Bob Jeffery (Deceased) Heather Jeffery Ron Johnson Steve Lacey Colin Landy 

Phil Lewton Vern Lill Bruce Mulhare Raynor Mulhare Ron Oliver (Deceasesed) 

Peter Osborne Ross Perkins Grant Purdie Tony Street Ron Wadham 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Club Officers  

President Ralph Dobson 526 5119 568 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President Charles Odlin 562 8657 04 498 2902 021 372 990 codlin@odlin.net.nz 

Immed Past President Paul Adams 04 905 2343  027 594 1343 gillandpaul@paradise.net.nz 

Secretary Terence Broad 586 9049   terrenceandberyl@yahoo.co.nz 

Treasurer Neil Blackie 04 587 0456 04 474 7806 027 510 9801 blackie.neil@gmail.com 

Club Captain Steve Mercer 233 1121 386 0300 027 442 2898 s.mercer@niwa.co.nz 

General Committee Members 

Driver Training Officer Andrew Johnson (AJ) 568 2136  021 760 238 andjohn@xtra.co.nz 

Entertainment Officer John Vruink 567 1142 027 443 9981 027 443 9981 john.vruink@xtra.co.nz 

Membership Officer Mike Stephens 04 902 2559  021 260 0975 mike.stephens313@yahoo.co.nz 

Land Access Manager      

New Members Officer Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849  021 131 0647 o_callaghan_steve@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Alan Donaldson 564 3045 550 5052 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Publicity Officer Michael Murphy 233 6460  027 591 8734 mk.murf@xtra.co.nz 

Safety Officer Murray Taylor 04 473 0554 04 934 0554 027 448 1044 trucks@trucksonline.co.nz 

Trip Coordinator John Parfitt 477 0267  021 280 0170 trips@ccvc.org.nz 

Competitions Officer Neil Blackie 04 587 0456 04 474 7806 027 510 9801 blackie.neil@gmail.com 

NZ4WDA Delegate Morris Jury 04 566 6197 04 499 0933 021 629 600 mkssjury@slingshot.co.nz 

General Committee Ian Hutchings 478 5863 474 2940 021 435 675 Ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz 

Appointments and Other Useful People 

Archivist Ralph Dobson 526 5119 568 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Asset Manager Duncan Grocott 04 528 3491  027 487 6676 hectik@xtra.co.nz 

Assistant Trip Coordinator      

Club Night Photo’s David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 david.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Club Recovery Anthony (Ant) Reid 04 973 8262  021 061 1831 anthonyreid1975@hotmail.com 

Help desk John Parfitt 477 0267  021 034 0400 helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz 

Membership Database Mike Stephens 902 2559  021 260 0975 mike.stephens313@yahoo.co.nz 

Track Maintenance      

Trophy Officer Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Webmaster Murray Wills    webmaster@ccvc.org.nz 

Welfare Gillian George 232 4200   welfare@ccvc.org.nz 
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WANTED:  Society Gossip, Scandal, 

Rumour, and if all else fails, NEWS! 
Photos also very welcome …. 

 
Hope it’s cool enough for you, I see our el 

presidente has been out in the snow - 
wonder if Wellington will get a dump like 

last year?  
 

Good to see trip reports again after a bit of 
a lull, but still need more as that’s what 

makes interesting reading. Lots of photos 
too are good. 

 
By the time you get this the annual award 

dinner will have been and gone— 

 
 

Alan! 

WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831 
Morris Jury  566 6197 or 021 629 600 

Gavin Holden 478 4666 or 027 249 1959 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, “How-to’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area.  

 

We (CCVC) have been advised by the Petone Working Men’s Club that everyone who is not a member of the Petone Work-
ing Men’s Club MUST sign in when they enter the club, including CCVC members attending club nights, meetings, etc. 
 
This is standard procedure for licensed clubs and it is a legal requirement that this be done so please ensure you sign in as 
a visitor whenever you attend CCVC events at the Petone Working Men’s Club (if you are not a member of PWMC of 
course). 
 
It is very important that we comply with their request if we wish to maintain the good relationship we have with them. 

Editorial 

Ramblings 

Table of Contents 

Cover Snow on Odlins Road 

P. 3 Club Officers, Committee Members 

P. 4 Help, Index, Editorial Rambling 

P. 5 Safety Inspectors, National Events 

P. 6 Sub-Committees, Presidents Piece 

P. 7 Dinner under the Diodes Trip Report 

P. 8 New Diesel Labelling Regulations 

P. 13 Good Photo (if it prints ok!) 

P. 14 Orongoronga Trip Report 

P. 16 Accident  on the Corromandel Peninsula 

P. 16 Club Trips - April, May & June 

P. 17 Trip Categories 
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Vehicle Inspectors 

 

Dayal Landy 

Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 

Ph.  04 902 9244 

 

Antony Hargreaves 

Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 

Dave Bowler 
Pete Beckett 

Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 

Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Grant Guy 

Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 

Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 

Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Shane & Carl 

Mendoza Mechanical 
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt 

Ph. 04 527 7274 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 

make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection! 

National Events 

Jul 21-22:  NZ Enduro Champs Nelson, two day 

event, 250km each day 

 

Aug 04:  South Island Winch Challenge rounds 4, 

Cedar Creek, Dunedin 

 

Aug 25:  South Island Mickey Thompson NZ Offroad 

Racing Championship round 3, OORC short course, 

Otago. 

 

Sept 22-29:  Exedy Xtreme International RFC 

Australia. At Australia’s premier 4WD venue, Land 

Cruiser Mountain Park, Jimna, Queensland. Newest 

event to worldwide RFC “family” of events, and a 

warm-up for “Mother” RFC in Malaysia. All teams can 

win a trip to the RFC which includes container, air 

fares and entry. Round 3 of ARB Xtreme Winch Chal-

lenge Series will also commence on Saturday 22 and 

finish Sunday 23 so competitors can compete in two 

events over the eight days.  

 

Sept 29-30:  Manukau Winch Challenge Tradition-

al individual winch challenge held under the current 

4x4 Challenges rules, to be held at Onewhero Rugby 

Club in a new area of the farm on Parson’s Road, with 

another venue also pegged for some stages. The or-

ganisers expect to cater for Club, Challenge and Modi-

fied classes. Entry requirements and other details 

available early July. South Island competitors will be 

fitted into the nearest equivalent North Island class as 

was the case in Wellington last November. 

 

Oct 21-22:  National Final Mickey Thompson NZ 

Offroad Racing Championship, short course/enduro, 

Hawkes Bay. 

 

Jan 19-26 2013:  Northland Kauri Coast Safari 

Eighth in the series of bi-annual events, a 6-day jour-

ney through some of the most spectacular beaches, 

scenery and landscape. The route starts in Dargaville 

and then follows awesome beach and forest tracks in 

the early settlers’ tracks, surrounded by tranquil and 

peaceful countryside. Camping every night at schools 

and a golf course. Enjoyable for the whole family. For 

a registration pack contact Chris or Leanne on 09 434 

6005, or PO Box 18, Dargaville, or 

email: kauricoast4wdclub@yahoo.co.nz. Also visit the 

website www.kauricoast4wdclub.wikispaces.com  

 

Mar 08-10 2013:  4th Bi-Annual Hereworth Trip 

Will be heading inland to the foothills of central 

Hawkes Bay. More details closer to the time, but in 

the meantime contact Andrew Thomas on 06 858 

4959. A website for registrations will be up soon. 
 
Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Par-

ker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine. Potential participants should contact the event 
organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes 
or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

CCVC Trophies 

 
We are trying to find out more 

details on the history of our 
club trophies and awards: 
things like previous winners, 

where the trophy came from, 
what it was originally given out 

for, etc.  
 
So if you know anything that 

we don’t know (see trophy 
page on the website to see 

what we do know) then please 
get in touch with a committee member or drop 
an email to: 

 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

mailto:kauricoast4wdclub@yahoo.co.nz
http://www.kauricoast4wdclub.wikispaces.com/
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The club has the following sub committees running currently (convenor named first, where applicable): 
 

 60k:  Terence Broad, Ron Johnson, Bruce Mulhare, Antony Royal, John Vruink, Mark Wolstenholme 
 Club Recovery:  Anthony Reid, Morris Jury, Rodney Bracefield, Gavin Holden 
 Competition:  Neil Blackie 

 Deadwood:  Paul Adams, Roger Seymour, Neil Blackie, Morris Jury, Nick Martin, Dennis Mckinley, 
John Vruink & Ray Harkness 

 Emergency Comms & Radio:  Ian Hutchings, Grant Purdie, Rodney Bracefield, Jim Johnson, Phil 

Lewton, Rick Smith, John Vruink, Mark Wolstenholme, Murray Wills, Steve Mercer, Tony Brown 
 Land Access:  Grant Purdie, All trip leaders 
 Police Search & Rescue (SAR):  ??? 

 Safety:  Murray Taylor, Carl Furniss, Peter King, Steve Mercer 
 Trip Leaders Forum:  Charles Odlin, All trip leaders 
 Web Project: Murray Wills, Grant Purdie, Stefen Cook, John Parfitt, Mike Stevens 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 
 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Ralph Dobson, Charles Odlin & Grant Purdie 
 Dept of Conservation Head Office Liaison:  Paul Adams 

 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Bruce Mulhare, Grant Purdie, Russell Stevens & John Vruink 
 Friends of Belmont:  Stewart Burrell 
 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 
 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 
 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 

Presidents Piece 

Club Sub-Committees 

We have now had two committee meetings with some new faces around the table, Terence Broad has taken 

on the role of Secretary, he has been a member for years and has been involved with the 60k sub-committee 

and happily accepted the tap on the shoulder for this role. Mike Murphy has been out and made contact with 

nearly all our sponsors and is working on how they can get the best returns on their association with our club, 

we need to look after these companies as they do help in making the club work. We have a new sponsor 

(thanks to Paul Adams) on board – Action Tyres - who are jumping in boots and all in donating the main prize 

at the awards night. Neil 

Blackie, who has been on 

committee in various roles for 

a number of years, has taken 

up the position of Treasurer 

for the club and we thank him 

for stepping in. Good to have 

Andrew Johnston on the team 

in his role of driver training, 

he has been helping Steve 

Mercer out for a while and has 

a few new plans for some ad-

vanced training coming up. 

 

Thanks to the outgoing com-

mittee members, Dennis 

McKinlay, Stewart Burrell and 

Dave Kibblewhite, all of whom 

have done a great job and 

now I hope will enjoy a rest 

from paperwork, see you all in 

the mud. 

 

You should have all received 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Trip Report – “Dinner under the Diodes” – Sunday, 03 Jun 2012 

By Chris Dreyer 

 

When a dignitary icon such as the queen has the world looking on in celebrations of her birthday, for many of 

it is life as normal. Just another weekend, and one at that which include business as usual activities such as 

anniversaries, promises to be kept, and 4x4 trips. That is why this specific trip was one of those exceptional 

ones. A trip that’ll have a “special” tag labelled to its drawer in the memory banks of the brain, to be recalled 

at will for leisurely review and reminiscence. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

your subs invoice in the mail, if not please contact the Treasurer and one will be on its way. Next club night 

please say hi to Sonia and Chris who have kindly taken over the door keeper role from Alan and Linda, great 

to have new members getting involved in running the club. 

 

My June has been dedicated to sport although I did get a chance of a snow trip a few weeks back as a mate at 

work wanted to test out his Vitara so I suggested a run up Odlins Road after sport on a Saturday. We arrived 

at the Caltex with our wet weather gear, a hot thermos, the new puppy and a couple of twelve year olds on 

board. On arriving at the road summit Steve took one look at the tank traps and wondered what he had got 

himself into but with some brave words from your president we took off into the drizzle. The best thing about 

this track is it has a good solid base so even when it looks like the holes will swallow a Suzuki they just climb 

out and onward. A few instructions over the PRS and we had the two Vitara’s heading up to the slip where we 

hit a blizzard of snow, the kids were rapt and the dog found that this white stuff, although cold, did taste 

okay. No one had been up on the track so we then needed to push our way through the snow laden bush, 

plenty of stops to clear the windscreen  of snow and plenty of rev’s to successfully climb the blow-out saw us 

at the summit around 3.30pm. Snow eased up and after a hot brew we turned around for the run back to the 

asphalt. No drama heading down, met a couple of cold and damp cyclists about 4 km’s from the top and a 

truck near the bottom which looked to be too shiny for this track. Always a good trip and I will schedule a club 

trip for drivers that don’t get to precious about the paint work when the rugby dies down. 

 

I also got to follow the Brother New Zealand rally in late June which was fantastic, seeing the world’s best 

drivers speeding through our smooth country roads is something else, you just don’t get the sense of speed 

from watching on TV. 

 

See you all at club night, we have a presentation on a new hand held GPS along with some sharp pricing. 

 

Ralph Dobson - CCVC President 

(Continued from page 6) 
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From our safety officer, these are the new regulations re-

garding the storage and transportation of diesel: 

 

 

Transporting diesel and other environmentally hazardous 

substances (UN 3077 and UN 3082)  

 

Note: This document is mainly about diesel, but most of the information also applies to other environmentally 

hazardous substances classified as UN 3077 or UN 3082, such as some chemicals used in agriculture.  

 

There is only a summary of transport requirements in this document and for full details you must refer to Land 

Transport Rule: Dangerous Goods 2005 and Land Transport Rule: Dangerous Goods Amendment 2010. To-

gether, these rules are known as the Dangerous Goods Rule or the Rule. Copies of the Rule are available on 

the New Zealand Transport Agency website: www.nzta.govt.nz.  

 

Classification of diesel  

Diesel (with a flash point over 60o C) is now classified as dangerous goods for transport and from the begin-

ning of 2011 new rules will apply to everyone who transports diesel.   

 

Labelling and marking for containers of 450 litres or less and for IBCs  

All containers of diesel must be identified as dangerous goods for transport. Containers with a capacity more 

than 5 litres and up to 450 litres (e.g. jerricans and drums) and Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs) must dis-

play the UN number, proper shipping name, class label and the environmentally hazardous substance mark. 

Containers of 5 litres (or 5 kg) or less do not need the environmentally hazardous substance mark, but must 

have the class label, UN number and proper shipping name.  

 

Size and position of labels and marks  

The Class 9 label and the environmentally hazardous substance mark must have minimum dimensions of 100 

mm x 100 mm except on packages that are too small.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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New Zealand Standard 5433:2007, Transport of Dangerous Goods on Land  

recommends that labels for containers over 5 litres and up to 25 litres should be  50 mm x 50 mm. Containers 

for more than 25 litres should have 100 mm x 100 mm labels. Jerricans must display labels and marks on at 

least one side or on a tag attached securely to the handle.  

 

0-25 litres  label 50mm x 50mm 

>25 litres  label 100mm x 100mm 

 

<5 litres  Packing group I 

5-50 litres  Packing Group II 

(Continued from page 8) 

We had a hurried trip back from a few nights away in Turangi to be in time for this, our first night-time drive 

in the Akas. So aptly called, “Dinner under the Diodes” by the trip leader and originator of the idea, Graeme, 

this was also a celebratory trip. Be it Graeme and Linda’s anniversary, or royalists wanting to honour the 

queen’s birthday, or just that plain old celebration of life and all things fun, we all had picnic baskets packed 

and met up at the unusually late start time of 3pm.  Here it was the customary tyres down, briefings said, and 

off we went from Totara Park bridge to start our journey into the forest. 

 

It was not quite a sunset drive, as grey clouds obstructed any visible evidence of such natural occurrences, 

but what is a few clouds between 4x4 drivers. So with spirits high we wound our way up Valley View track, 

dropped down to proceed towards McGhee’s bridge. Along the way our small, but cosy 8-truck convoy was 

halted by two dirt-bikers in semi-distress.  The one rider’s rear wheel was crook, and radio chatter informed us 

they requested some rope and something about using their belts???… and from there the main message got 

lost between  curiosity and a natural tendency to want to lend a hand.  I darted out with a bungy cord and like 

a bumbling idiot darted from the bushes on the side asking: “Will this help…” It was then I learned that what 

they actually wanted to do was let the OK rider tow the other one out and needed some rope to do this. Well, 

enough said, then. It was Shaun who was willing to part with a spare 25mm strap which was promised to be 

left at the gate for retrieval. 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Little did we know that this incident of 

minimal excitement would pale in com-

parison to what awaited us deeper into 

the forest.  After a brief comfort break at 

the right turn to onto Hukinga track, we 

ascended up the hill deeper into the for-

est, and with fading sunlight above the 

cloud cover and the accompanying thick-

ening of the forest shrubbery along the 

way, it got dark pretty early. 

 

The track became narrower, the thicket 

closer, and the drive all the more inter-

esting. It is an amazing piece of forest to 

drive, with sights and smells that only 

the likes of 4x4’s driving in the Akas can 

offer. Our leisurely drive came to halt at 

an obstruction of somewhat magnitude – 

Strike 1!  Calling it a tree is not quite 

accurate, as it was previously cut. Call-

ing it a log was not quite true either, as 

we would then have just rolled it away. 

Nope, for our fun and enjoyment the 

forest track offered a pretty warped, 

reasonably thick, and believe me if I 

say, darned heavy, piece of trunk. So 

after looking at it for a while, taking 

photos and sharing a few jokes, Greg 

brought forth a tool of rescue. His lumi-

nous green and purple chainsaw soon 

offered us manageable chunks that 

could be moved and rolled over the edge 

for nature to decide how to deal with it 

for daring to obstruct us trying to reach 

the intended BYO bush restaurant near 

the Rock Gardens.  

 

With that bit of excitement behind us, 

and even less light available, it was now 

just plain dark in the forest as we 

trekked along. The next bit of adventure 

along the way explains why Strike 2! is the reason the Trip Report duties are mine. Love low ratio, love tug-

ging along, but, when you don’t have them lockers, momentum is that crucial ingredient to keep you  going 

when traction is challenged by wet rocky 

road.  When that slippery climb is just a 

few meters after a 90 degree slow bend, 

you might find you don’t have the right 

ingredients for success.  A deep hole 

nicely swallowed my right front wheel, 

and I found myself unable to rock free 

from my snug little rock cradle. Strike 2! 

The convoy was called to a halt via our 

distress call over the club radio. Shaun 

made a slow reverse descent down back 

closer to where I was huddled in the 

hurdle. It was an easy recovery, though. 

Tow strap on my recovery hook to Big 

Red’s and with minimal effort the diff-

locked Surf made it look like no sweat at 

all, and off we went. 

 

Moments later we arrived in a clearing 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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near the Rock Gardens which 

saw us clump all 8 trucks in-

to a very small area. Some 

clouds periodically obscured 

an otherwise brightly moonlit 

night. The perfect setting for 

Graeme and Linda’s anniver-

sary dinner table, complete 

with Diode lights and a red 

rose in a vase. Yep he sure 

did think of it all. So, snacks 

made its way out of chilli 

bins, flasks were opened, 

and, being that special week-

end that it was, there was 

even a Sausage Sizzle corner 

– how Kiwi-as can you get!? 

 

After stories told, jokes 

shared, and events celebrat-

ed, we roared off up Dead-

wood Ridge.  Now it was not 

far into the return track that the convoy was called to a halt, again. Strike 3! This time, the hero of old that 

saved a Rugger from rusty demise in the Akas, found himself in a precarious position. The road was slightly 

angled into the bank, and oh, I think I mentioned earlier how slippery it was. Big Red followed the track to 

clear a large trunk protruding about 4 feet high on the left bank. The same bank you tend to slide into! 

Shaun’s efforts just saw Big Red sliding more and more into the obstacle, rather than clearing it. I had hoped 

to return the favour of saving his , uhm, day. (this is a public article – we can’t use normal language like that 

here). But it was not my turn to step up. It was feared that the lack of traction won’t provide enough assur-

ance to pull Big Red free from the trunk. So, I off-loaded my passenger and squeezed up against the left bank 

to clear as much space to the driver side as possible. It was not enough for the Blue Mu to get past, but 

enough to get a straight line between the Surf’s recovery hook and the Mu’s winch. The Mu’s winch needed a 

bit of TLC and McGuyver-ing to get it working, but enough bush-mechanics clogged around the open bonnet of 

the Mu to shock the winch back to life. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Please support our generous sponsors... 

Manufactured by 

Branches throughout New Zealand 
Sales and Service 

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON (274366) 

 

Wellington Branch 

2 Udy St, Petone  04 568 4384 

Right, so winch on, go! Yeah right. The pickle Big Red was in required operations from behind as well as in 

front. At the other end of winch-action was Greg with his nimble green-and-purple log shaver. Chunks of 

trunk was being shaved away to ensure dent-free restoration of mobility. Like well-trained Navy Seals that 

“leave no man behind”, or simply because he was blocking the way, no effort was spared to get the convoy 

flowing again. Now you’d think that this was the end of it? Alas, not. Not a strike 4, though, still part of 

Strike 3, we all agreed that we should “make the road wider”. Now, when you have a digger, scraper and 

other caterpillar-like vehicles, you laugh about it, but with two small 4x4 recovery kit shovels it’s no laughing 

matter. Fortunately young muscles abounded and Ewan whisked away at the task with maddening enthusi-

asm. Later on, with the addition of Greg’s grubber, I’d give us the benefit of the doubt and say about half a 

meter was added to the track-width. 

 

Rather dirty and feeling like you’ve had a wee night-time working bee in the forest, we started engines and 

moved on out. Now I have mentioned this before, but feel urged to state the observation here too. It may 

just be my perception, but I do suspect there to be a flicker of truth to it. When the convoy is on the way in, 

it is all good easy driving. The way out, though, especially if it is a back-track on the same route, tends to be 

a little more heavy footed on the accelerator. Make no mistake, I like the accelerated exhilaration, but it is 

just curious to note the pattern. 

 

We deviated from our inbound track a bit and headed up via the Airstrip Drive to the lookout point. With a 

warm cuppa in hand, we soaked in the views of Upper Hutt’s city lights, while Wellington glistened like a dis-

tant cluster of stars further away on a crisp clear cool evening; a perfect wrap-up to a perfectly romantic 

dinner trip with equally exciting challenges that banishes the ordinary. 

 

We rolled down hill on Valley View Road at fair pace to reach our starting point for the usual huff and puff 

and reminisce of the just completed trip.  Although a “Strike 3-you’re out!” halt of the convoy on one trip, 

we managed to leave for home at the honourable time of 21h30. Being the first night-time off-road trip for 

us and our truck, it was again a trip that is forever embedded in the areas of fondest memories. From all of 

us that joined the trip, a big thanks to Graeme and Linda for sharing their special night with us. It was spe-

(Continued from page 11) 
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For all your suspension and 
steering requirements contact: 

 
12 Petone Avenue 
Petone 
Lower Hutt 

 
Ph. 586 7413 
 

Please support our generous sponsors... 

FOR SALE 
Vertex VX-2200 CCVC-linked club radio, as new condition 
Terry Collins  Ph. 499-2398 (home) or 499-0560 (work) 

Upper Hutt (and Lower Hutt in the distance) 
from the lookout point on Airstrip Drive 
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Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have access to the club’s web-

site memberzone? If not then have a word with a committee member as these are all ways in which the club 

communicates with it’s members. Some useful email addresses are: 
 

 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 

 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 

The Orongorongo Monthly Trip Report 
 

I heard somebody once say, “The Orongorongo? 

Yeah, I think we did that one already.” Sunday’s 

trip, led by the illustrious Morris, (although we had 

so many trip leaders present, the rest of us were 

outnumbered!) proved that you never know what’s 

coming, and don’t assume you’ve done it all. 

 

Graeme’s truck looked a bit different. “I’m com-

muting to Lower Hutt, so I thought I’d put my 

road tyres on and this is just a family shiny….” 

Didn’t someone once say something about famous 

last words? 

 

The trip briefing prepared us all for the fact that 

recent weather (a lot of rain) may make some 

parts of the trip interesting. We hadn’t even made 

it up to the airfield when we all came to a stop. 

Conditions were very slippery and with one or two ‘novices’ on road tyres, it was decided to go back down and 

do the coastal section. Easier said than done. Turning 23 trucks just wasn’t going to be that simple. A lovely 

flat paddock looked to be just the spot – for some of us, even that was a challenge (maybe I should get some 

‘muds’.) 

 

Eventually, none the worse for our bit of fun, (just a bit of mud and some guy in jandals complaining of wet 

feet) we made it back down to the road, regrouped, and had our morning coffee break – 100 metres from 

where we had started. 

 

On to the coast road, we followed strict 

instructions to stay in the ruts. Just like 

big kids really – but deep ruts instead of 

puddles and trucks instead of gum 

boots. Mud and water everywhere, and 

we became aware of the perks of being 

trip leader - going through the water 

first, while it is reasonably clean. The 

track was carefully checked ahead of the 

main group and everything was going 

swimmingly well. 

 

We then reached the shale. AJ, with his 

black Suzuki back on song, and Pole Cat 

made it through, but this was a Family 

Shiny! So all (well a lot of) hands on 

shovels and let’s make some roads. Eve-

ry time I do the Orongorongo trip, it 

(Continued on page 15) 
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seems that the shale is even worse – 

definitely no place for a motorised vehi-

cle (unless it has tracks!), and I was be-

ginning to wish I’d got the under-body 

protection done already – my fuel tank 

is beginning to look like a contour map. 

 

More and more sections of the track 

were found to be a bit less than ideal 

and we had to do some strict follow the 

leader stuff but eventually we made it to 

the lunch stop at the DOC campsite un-

scathed. Lunches of various kinds ap-

peared on the big table, including a now 

regular appearance of the wicker picnic 

basket. 

 

Did I say unscathed? Not quite. John’s 

Nissan had a slightly rearranged bumper 

– arranged so that it was firmly wedged 

between the front wing and the tyre. 

Apparently he found the track a little narrower than expected at one point and moving the offending rock with 

his truck left its mark. 

 

However, this was just one more fun 

challenge and soon a group of experts 

with some strops, a hand winch and a 

handy anchor point, had the offending 

part back in place. All was watched over 

by an appreciative audience, and we 

now have evidence of the truth of the 

saying that “Many hands make light 

work.” Throughout the whole ordeal, the 

Nissan’s spot light worked perfectly 

(photographic evidence included.) 

 

Since the journey had included one or 

two challenging spots, it was suggested 

that some may wish to return via Feath-

erstone instead of returning the way we 

had come. Despite a mention of cafes 

and good coffee, all elected to return 

along the track. 

 

The return journey was accomplished 

without incident, but we did have to fore-

go a “play” in the river.  I really must get 

the garage to fit the under-body protec-

tion plates on and fit the snorkel. Maybe 

I should start saving for some ‘muds’, or 

even a diff-locker perhaps. Someone did 

once say that once you start you can get 

a little carried away. 

 

Overall it was a great trip, well led, with 

a lot of help and support – I can’t wait ‘til 

the next one. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Do you want to read a "Full Colour" copy of the mag - it is available on the clubs public 

website. We will also be adding copies of previous magazines as well (once the newsletter 

editor finds the time to PDF them!). 

This just in from an ex-committee member on an accident on the Corromandel Peninsula: 
 

A mature woman from Auckland , who was a tree hugger, Greens supporter, and an anti-hunter, purchased a 

piece of bush land near Coromandel.  There was a large Kauri tree on one of the highest points on the block. 

She wanted a good view of the natural splendour of her land so she started to climb the big tree.  As she 

neared the top she encountered a mynah bird that attacked her.  In her haste to escape, the woman slid 

down the tree to the ground and got many splinters in her crotch. 

 

In considerable pain, she hurried to Thames Hospital to see a doctor. She told him she was an environmental-

ist, a Greenie, and an anti-hunter and how she came to get all the splinters.  The doctor listened to her story 

with great patience and then told her to go wait in the examining room and he would see if he could help her.  

  

She sat and waited three hours before the doctor reappeared. The angry woman demanded, "What took you 

so long?"  He smiled and then told her, "Well, I had to get permits from the Department of Conservation, 

Resource Management Act, County Council, Regional Authority and Iwi before I could remove old-growth 

timber from a recreational area.  I'm sorry, but they turned me down."  

August 2012 

July 2012 

September 2012 



CCVC  Four wheeling in the capital since 1971! Page 17 

Trip Categories 

The following trip category definitions, plus any additional requirements specified on individual Trip Infor-

mation Sheets, will be enforced, for safety reasons. Trip Leaders will turn away vehicles or drivers that do not 

comply.  The vehicle and driver requirements given here are a summary of the full requirements listed on the 

club website. Please refer to www.ccvc.org.nz for a definitive list of requirements. 

For all Categories: All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

All Categories other than Family 4X4 are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome 

if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate experience. 

Family 4X4:  

Description: Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of guidance 

in driving techniques as necessary. 

Drivers: Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is also open to 

anybody who enjoys this style of trip. 

Members: Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

Vehicles: An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety equipment is 

mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is recommended for vehicles 

once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or 

roll cage. 

Shiny 4x4:  

Description: More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who want more 

challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles. 

Drivers: Must have some experience, particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, 

steep descents and sidelings. Club members must have completed CCVC Driver Training and participated in at 

least 2 Family 4X4 trips after becoming a member. 

Vehicles: Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document 

"Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip.  

Club 4x4:  

Description: Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, modestly 

deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 

Drivers: Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings and vehicle 

recovery. Club members must have participated in at least 2 Shiny 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document "Vehicle 

Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-lift jacks, 

externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often par-

ticularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks.  

Hard Yakka:  

Description: Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and vehicle 

damage are all a possibility! 

Drivers: Experienced drivers only, must have approval of Trip Leader. Club members must have participated 

in at least 3 Club 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all vehicles on 

Hard Yakka trips. Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Infor-

mation Sheet 
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Tripsheet Eleven 

Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 
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