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Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Club Officers  

President Ralph Dobson 526 5119 568 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President Stewart Burrell 529 7295 576 0813 021 999 263 polcatz@gmail.com 

Immed Past President Paul Adams 04 905 2343  027 594 1343 gillandpaul@paradise.net.nz 

Secretary Dennis McKinlay 04 234 7317 04 496 9611 021 396 966 dennis@unicef.org.nz 

Treasurer David Kibblewhite 577 0680  021 765 554 verda@xtra.co.nz 

Club Captain Charles Odlin 562 8657 04 498 2902 021 372 990 codlin@odlin.net.nz 

General Committee Members 

Driver Training Officer Steve Mercer 233 1121 386 0300 027 442 2898 s.mercer@niwa.co.nz 

Entertainment Officer John Vruink 567 1142 027 443 9981 027 443 9981 john.vruink@xtra.co.nz 

Membership Officer Mike Stephens 04 902 2559  021 260 0975 mike.stephens313@yahoo.co.nz 

Land Access Manager      

New Members Officer Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849  021 131 0647 o_callaghan_steve@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Alan Donaldson 564 3045 550 5052 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Publicity Officer Stewart Burrell 529 7295 576 0813 021 999 263 polcatz@gmail.com 

Radio Officer Ian Hutchings 478 5863 474 2940 021 435 675 Ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz 

Safety Officer Murray Taylor 04 473 0554 04 934 0554 027 448 1044 trucks@trucksonline.co.nz 

Trip Coordinator John Parfitt 477 0267  021 280 0170 trips@ccvc.org.nz 

Competitions Officer Neil Blackie 04 587 0456 04 474 7806 027 510 9801 blackie.neil@gmail.com 

NZ4WDA Delegate Morris Jury 04 566 6197 04 499 0933 021 629 600 mkssjury@slingshot.co.nz 

Appointments and Other Useful People 

Archivist Ralph Dobson 526 5119 568 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Asset Manager Duncan Grocott 04 528 3491  027 487 6676 hectik@xtra.co.nz 

Assistant Trip Coordinator      

Club Night Photo’s David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 david.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Club Recovery Anthony (Ant) Reid 04 973 8262  021 061 1831 anthonyreid1975@hotmail.com 

Help desk John Parfitt 477 0267  021 034 0400 helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz 

Membership Database Mike Stephens 902 2559  021 260 0975 mike.stephens313@yahoo.co.nz 

External Search & Rescue      

Track Maintenance      

Trophy Officer Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Webmaster Murray Wills    webmaster@ccvc.org.nz 

Welfare Gillian George 232 4200   welfare@ccvc.org.nz 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Men’s Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

CCVC Life Members 

Tom Adams Graham Barr George Bean (Deceased) Leith Bean Peter Boniface (Deceased) 

Stuart Brown Andy Cockroft Owen Farghar Mike Gall  John Hughes 

Bob Jeffery (Deceased) Heather Jeffery Ron Johnson Steve Lacey Colin Landy 

Phil Lewton Vern Lill Bruce Mulhare Raynor Mulhare Ron Oliver (Deceasesed) 

Peter Osborne Ross Perkins Grant Purdie Tony Street Ron Wadham 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 
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WANTED:  Society Gossip, Scandal, 

Rumour, and if all else fails, NEWS! 
Photos also very welcome …. 

 
It would seem that I either have heaps of 

trip reports and photos to put into the mag 
or virtually none - only one trip report this 

month so I’ve had to find some cartoons 
and jokes to fill out the blank spots. If you 

don’t want to see cartoons and jokes then 
send me some trip reports! 

 
Time to start thinking about the AGM as 

may isn’t too far away - we will need some 
new people on the committee so how 

about giving us a hand in running the 

club? 
 

And, don’t forget to support our advertis-
ers and sponsors, they offer us generous 

discounts but won’t continue to do so if we 
don’t! 

 

WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831 
Morris Jury  566 6197 or 021 629 600 

Gavin Holden 478 4666 or 027 249 1959 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, “How-to’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area.  

 

We (CCVC) have been advised by the Petone Working Men’s Club that everyone who is not a member of the Petone Work-
ing Men’s Club MUST sign in when they enter the club, including CCVC members attending club nights, meetings, etc. 
 
This is standard procedure for licensed clubs and it is a legal requirement that this be done so please ensure you sign in as 
a visitor whenever you attend CCVC events at the Petone Working Men’s Club (if you are not a member of PWMC of 
course). 
 
It is very important that we comply with their request if we wish to maintain the good relationship we have with them. 
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Vehicle Inspectors 

 

Dayal Landy 

Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 

Ph.  04 902 9244 

 

Antony Hargreaves 

Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 

Dave Bowler 
Pete Beckett 

Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 

Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Grant Guy 

Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 

Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 

Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Shane & Carl 

Mendoza Mechanical 
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt 

Ph. 04 527 7274 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 

make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection! 

National Events 

Apr 21:  NORC Enduro South Island round 1 of the Mickey 

Thompson NZ Offroad Racing Championship, held in Nelson  

 
Apr 27-29:  Whangarei Winch Challenge In a departure 
from recent Winch Challenge events, this is to be run as a 
two- vehicle , team event under the 4x4 Challenges Rules. 
$150 per vehicle entry fee. Venue is Old Russell Rd, 
Whangaruru. Scruitineering Friday April 27 from 5pm till 

10pm on site. Briefing 10pm Friday. First stages start 6am 
Saturday with last stages starting 1am Sunday. Brunch 
prizegiving late Sunday morning. Camping on site. More 
info from Dan Cleaver nicanddan@xtra.co.nz phone 021 
405 001 or Darin Neeley, phone 027 533 0637 or Da-
rin.Neeley@roostmortages.co.nz 
 

Apr 28-29:  Westport Challenge organised by Nelson 
4WD Club. A series of challenging (and scenic) tracks to be 
driven on a rotational system based from Westport. Grade 5 

tracks. Drivers to be 4wd club members.15 teams only, 
three vehicles per team. Entry fee $600 per team includes 
meals for six team members for Sat and Sunday night. Ex-
tra meals by arrangement. Vehicles must have full rego and 

WoF, third party insurance, winch, standard club safety 
equipment, and ground anchor. Max tyre diameter 900mm. 
No chains or agricultural tyres. Teams must be self-
sufficient. More information or for entries 
sav@the4x4centre.co.nz or phone Andrew Satherley (Sav) 
027 627 1972 or 03 548 2731 (work). Full information 

about Westport and accommodation hwww.westport.org.nz  
 
Apr 28:  Glenbervie School Tagalong in conjunction with 
Whangarei 4WD Club. Predominantly in Glenbervie Forest 
(normally inaccessible to public) as well as trails on adja-
cent farms with amazing native bush, forest and coastal 

views.  Suitable for all road legal 4WD late model vehicles 

with low range and high clearance, plus SUVs with EBS and 
traction control (at the discretion of the organisers). Not 
suitable for 4WD cars. A safe family day out. More infor-
mation pauls@glenbervie.school.nz  
 
Apr 29:  Historic 4WD & Machinery Day To be held at 
Ramarama just off the Southern Motorway and it’s an open 

invitation to enter both old and new vehicles.  Get that MB 
Jeep, Land Rover Series 1, two-stroke Suzuki or military 
vehicle out of storage for the day and see how it goes com-
pared to a modern vehicle. A family fun day, the morning 
will be a fun trail/ gymkhana, nothing too difficult and 
should be damage-free driving. Your vehicle may get dusty 

or even muddy. In the afternoon a tour of the local farms 
with views of the city and a BBQ to finish off. Cost $25 per 

vehicle to cover land access fees etc.  More info Tony Bur-
gess Email burgesst@xtra.co.nz Phone 09 298 0194 or 027 
479 2636 Fax 09 298 0134   
 
Jun 02-03:  Top of the South Winch Challenge Round 

one, on private property at Mt Riley farm, Blenheim  
 
Jun 09-10:  Woodhill 100 North Island round 3 of the 
Mickey Thompson Offroad Racing Championship 
 
 
 

Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Par-
ker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine. Potential participants should contact the event 
organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes 

or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

CCVC Trophies 

 
We are trying to find out more 

details on the history of our 
club trophies and awards: 
things like previous winners, 

where the trophy came from, 
what it was originally given out 

for, etc.  
 
So if you know anything that 

we don’t know (see trophy 
page on the website to see 

what we do know) then please 
get in touch with a committee member or drop 
an email to: 

 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

mailto:nicanddan@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Darin.Neeley@roostmortages.co.nz
mailto:Darin.Neeley@roostmortages.co.nz
mailto:sav@the4x4centre.co.nz
mailto:pauls@glenbervie.school.nz
mailto:burgesst@xtra.co.nz
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The club has the following sub committees running currently (convenor named first, where applicable): 
 

 60k:  Terence Broad, Ron Johnson, Bruce Mulhare, Antony Royal, John Vruink, Mark Wolstenholme 
 Club Recovery:  Anthony Reid, Morris Jury, Rodney Bracefield, Gavin Holden 
 Competition:  Neil Blackie 

 Deadwood:  Paul Adams, Roger Seymour, Neil Blackie, Morris Jury, Nick Martin, Dennis Mckinley, 
John Vruink & Ray Harkness 

 Emergency Comms & Radio:  Ian Hutchings, Grant Purdie, Rodney Bracefield, Jim Johnson, Phil 

Lewton, Rick Smith, John Vruink, Mark Wolstenholme, Murray Wills, Steve Mercer, Tony Brown 
 Land Access:  Grant Purdie, All trip leaders 
 Police Search & Rescue (SAR):  ??? 

 Safety:  Murray Taylor, Carl Furniss, Peter King, Steve Mercer 
 Trip Leaders Forum:  Charles Odlin, All trip leaders 
 Web Project: Murray Wills, Grant Purdie, Stefen Cook, John Parfitt, Mike Stevens 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 
 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Ralph Dobson, Charles Odlin & Grant Purdie 
 Dept of Conservation Head Office Liaison:  Paul Adams 

 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Bruce Mulhare, Grant Purdie, Russell Stevens & John Vruink 
 Friends of Belmont:  Stewart Burrell 
 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 
 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 
 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 

Presidents Piece 

Club Sub-Committees 

Easter is just around the corner, the club has plenty on so no reason not to get out in the mud and enjoy our 

country side. 

 

The committee is planning the AGM, like usual we try and have a nomination for each position in advance of 

the meeting so members don’t feel pressured into doing a job they are not keen on. With that in mind we are 

still looking for a Treasurer and a Public Relations Officer, obviously if you are keen on any position you are 

more than welcome to forward a nomination. 

 

Calling all bean counters, YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! 

 

The Suzuki has had a rest for a month, found the rear brakes had seized so a trip to hospital and a quick fix 

and we are ready to go for Zuki Central over Easter, well at least one day as the family are off to the beach 

with friends. So instead of the Suzuki we took the Prado out for a spin on a fund raiser for the Alzheimer’s So-

ciety along with friends in their Big Horn. A wild Hutt Valley night saw we on the phone to the organisers first 

thing in the morning to check all was still on, unbelievably we were troubled more by dust than mud as the 

Wairarapa hadn’t copped any of the storm. We met up in Martinborough just before 10am, the place was 

humming with the beautiful sounds of V8 Ferrari engines, Bracken Ridge was hosting the Ferrari clubs AGM, 

James and his big kid dad even got the chance to sit in a 328 GTO. 

 

27 trucks rolled out to Tora and headed around the coast, no drama until we got close to the old fishing boat 

wreak, our own David Coxon, who was writing an article for a 4x4 magazine, managed to demonstrate how 

mud can be deceptive. With both lockers in he managed to get really stuck and a fair bit of banter over the 

radio encouraged him to include this in the story along with photos. We carried on around to White Rock and 

had some fun crossing the river, the first few trucks needed help but as the gravel compacted the crossing got 

easier. Prado performed admirably and we finished off with a good yarn with fellow four wheelers over a cou-

ple of sausages by the station wool shed. 

 

Also managed to head around the Palliser coast over the last weekend of the month, stunning weather for a 

spot of fishing. Went for a drive in the Prado around to the big shingle slide just after the stone wall. The gate 

at the stone wall was locked for a while but you can now get though with the track in pretty good condition, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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pity a fire has changed the cabbage tree rock garden area. 

 

The final accounts for the Deadwood are nearly ready, I will let the subcommittee release the profit figure but 

it was a good earner for the club, thanks to everyone who helped make it happen. The committee thought 

some money could go towards a wash down pump so we are looking at this now. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the April club night, Murray is going to give us an insight into his huge 4x4 trip 

through China, don’t worry as we will only be covering a couple of days as a teaser. 

 

All the best, Ralph Dobson, CCVC President. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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AN UPDATE ON RADIO ISSUES 
 

A CCVC Owned Repeater (E Band)? 

The AGM in 2011 asked that this be investigated and a presentation was made to the Club night late in 2011.  

The options presented to Club in December 2011 were, do nothing, borrow someone else’s repeater, or build a 

CCVC repeater (other repeaters could be CDEM or Amateur, or commercial). 

Members have subsequently provided feedback and the Sub Committee have reported to your Committee. 

The recommendation agreed to were that 

 CCVC not proceeding with a CCVC repeater; 

 CCVC encourage Trip Leaders (and others) to gain an Amateur qualification by supporting the costs of a 

course (this gives access to a good nationwide repeater coverage); 

That the ongoing CDEM liaison ascertain if CDEM repeater access can be obtained as a part of a wider CDEM 

role for CCVC (but only limited purposes, local coverage expected, if any). 

 

EPIRB USE 

The recent EPIRB use over 

January was illustrative of 

their usefulness and limita-

tions.  But all systems used 

actually worked reasonably.  

Two hours elapsed from the 

ERIRB activation with assis-

tance not being dispatched.  

Partly attributable to it be-

ing a private, not CCVC, 

EPIRB.   In the meantime: 

Contact with authorities 

via messages relayed 

from Amateur radio 

had occurred: 

A second contact via a 

“drive to get cell-

phone coverage” ac-

tion had occurred. 

 

RCC action was discontinued 

once these had led to ambu-

lance, etc dispatch.   The 

contacts on the EPIRB list 

were contacted by RCC 

(causing some stress!) but 

while they did not have de-

tails to confirm location/trip 

data, messages were 

passed on to others in 

CCVC. 

EPIRB alternatives with a 

graduated and meaningful 

message are becoming 

available such as SPOT 

message service.  This uses 

a commercial satellite and 

allows for: 

A “send help” and GPS 

location forwarded to 

RCC (and contact 

list?); 

(Continued on page 11) 
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A Friday evening recovery on the South Coast  - by John Parfitt 
 

A wonderful sunny Wellington 

evening, not a breath of wind , 

hardly a ripple on the waters of 

Cook Straight and daylight savings 

due to end in a couple of days. 

Add to that a group of friends, a 

4wd and what better way to spend 

the evening than a trip around the 

Wellington South Coast? 

 

So thought one of our prospective 

members on Thursday 29th March. 

Capable vehicle (well kitted out 

Suzuki) with all the recovery gear 

and having driven the coast many 

times in the past off they went 

heading as far around as the gate 

at Oteranga Bay. However, on the 

way back, disaster struck when 

they became bogged down at the 

narrowest part of Cave Bay and 

despite all attempts’ to free the 

vehicle it just wouldn’t move. In 

the end they were rescued by the 

Police who came through Terawhiti 

Station to pick them up and the 

vehicle was left to its fate with the 

tide. 

 

Friday and a call goes out to club 

members to help remove said ve-

hicle from the beach. Various ar-

rangements were made, including 

getting a key so the vehicle could 

be taken up Karori Stream and a 

group of club vehicles meet at 

4:30pm at the Owhiro Bay car 

park to make the most of the day-

light and the 6pm low tide. 

 

(Continued on page 15) 

One or several “Im OK” message plus GPS to contact list (can be used to view progress); 

An “on the spot” text message to contact list (needs Smartphone or other Bluetooth device). 

 

Given that CCVC EPIRB’s will require new batteries (but preferably replacement EPIRB’s/types) in the future 

(we are say 3-4 years through the 5-7 year battery life), and SPOT type services (or even more versatile op-

tions in the future) could be considered.   The action points agreed to by the CCVC Committee were that : 

 CCVC EPIRB contact lists should be brought (kept) up to date, and kept updated of trips; 

 CCVC trip leaders be encouraged to take CCVC EPIRB’s rather than relying on private ones; 

 CCVC review our needs prior to any expenditure on EPIRB’s (batteries etc) and consider other options at 

that time. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Please support our generous sponsors... 

Manufactured by 

Branches throughout New Zealand 
Sales and Service 

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON (274366) 

 

Wellington Branch 

2 Udy St, Petone  04 568 4384 
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For all your suspension and 
steering requirements contact: 

 
12 Petone Avenue 
Petone 
Lower Hutt 

 
Ph. 586 7413 
 

 
9 Seaview Road 
Seaview 
 
Ph  570 3830 
Fax 570 3881 
 
 

Please support our generous sponsors... 
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Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have access to the club’s web-

site memberzone? If not then have a word with a committee member as these are all ways in which the club 

communicates with it’s members. Some useful email addresses are: 
 

 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 

 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 
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Everyone then headed around the coast find-

ing a small white and very lonely looking Su-

zuki buried up to its sills in wet sand but still 

there and complete. 

 

Simply digging the vehicle out was not an op-

tion as the water was lapping around it (even 

though it was low tide) and the sand re filled 

any hole as soon as the shovel was removed. 

Using a hilift jack the vehicle was raised to a 

point where the wheels could be removed and 

sand removed to allow them to turn, although 

in the end it was necessary to remove the 

drive shaft to allow the rear wheels to rotate 

with any freedom. 

 

Winches were then used to extract the vehicle 

from the sand and it was then towed along 

the beach as far as Karori Stream and eventu-

ally South Makara Road where it was to be picked up by a tow firm later that evening. 

 

I spent some time later in the evening with 

the owner, which is another story the moral of 

which is to leave the Navman in the car at all 

times just in case you end up expecting the 

wife to drive at night, in the dark to some-

where she has never been before and there is 

no cellphone coverage should she get lost. He 

was most grateful to the club members that 

came to assist. I think he was a little over-

whelmed, firstly by having to abandon the ve-

hicle, being rescued by the Police and then 

the efforts made to recover the vehicle as well 

as having to arrange its pick up and then try-

ing to find his wife to pick him up from the 

end of South Makara Road (we eventually 

found her in Karori). 

 

Thanks must go to all the club members who 

turned up on the evening; Charles Odlin, Ant 

Reid, Noel Cook (yet another broken CV), Ian 

Dixon, Brent Samson, Bob Fitness, Gary Hogan and Ray Harkness. 

 

A great effort all round and yes it was another stunning evening around on the south coast. 

 

You just can’t beat Wellington on a good day!!! 

(Continued from page 11) 

A man was leaving a convenience store with his morning coffee when he noticed a most unusual funeral procession approach-

ing the nearby cemetery. A black hearse was followed by a second black hearse about 50 Feet behind the first one. Behind 

the second hearse was a solitary man walking a dog on a leash. Behind him, a short distance back, were about 200 men walk-

ing single file. The man couldn't stand the curiosity. He respectfully approached the man walking the dog and said: "I am so 

sorry for your loss, and this may be a bad time to disturb you, but I've never seen a funeral like this. Whose funeral is it?" 

"My wife's." 

''What happened to her?" 

"She yelled at me and my dog attacked and killed her." 

He inquired further, "But who is in the second hearse?" 

The man answered, "My mother-in-law. She was trying to help my wife when the dog turned on her." 

A very poignant and touching moment of brotherhood and silence passed between the two men. 

"Can I borrow the dog?" 

 

The man replied, "Get in line."  
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Ever feel like swearing but think you shouldn’t? well here are a few situations where it’s ok to use 
the “F” word... 

Understanding Engineers - Take One*  
  

Two engineering students were walking across the campus when one said, "Where did you get such a great bike?" The sec-
ond engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along yesterday minding my own business when a beautiful woman rode up on this 
bike. She threw the bike to the ground, took off all her clothes and said, "Take what you want." 
 
The second engineer nodded approvingly, "Good choice; the clothes probably wouldn't have fitted."  
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Two* 
 
To the optimist, the glass is half full. 
To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. 
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be.  
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Three* 
 
A priest, a doctor and an engineer were waiting one morning for a particularly slow group of golfers. The engineer fumed, 
What's with these people? We've been waiting for 15 minutes!" The doctor chimed in, "I don't know, but I've never seen such 
ineptitude!" The priest said, "Hey, here comes the green keeper. Let's have a word with him."  "Hi George, what's the matter 
that group ahead of us? They're rather slow, aren't they?" 
 
The green keeper replied, "Oh, yes, that's a group of blind fire-fighters. They lost their sight saving our clubhouse from a fire 
last year, so we always let them play for free anytime." The group was silent for a moment. 
 
Then the priest said, "That's so sad. I think I will say a special prayer for them tonight." 
 
The doctor said, "Good idea. And I'm going to contact my ophthalmologist friend and see if there is anything he can do for 
them." 
 
The engineer said, "Why can't they play at night?"  
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AMATEUR RADIO – WHAT IS IT AND WHO CARES? 
 

Well, Amateurs are a group of several thousand people in New Zealand who use specific radio frequencies to 

communicate with each other, and with 

many more people who operate overseas.  

Some construct equipment and engage in 

long distance “contacts” and others are 

content to buy suitable equipment.  Tech-

nologies used range from Morse code, to 

voice, data, television and even the In-

ternet is hooked into some repeaters. 

 

You need to pass a qualification to gain 

access to the specific frequencies, but 

that also gives you access to a few hun-

dred repeaters that Amateur groups have 

installed nationwide.  There is also a na-

tionally linked system to give access from 

the far north to Southland, and points in 

between.  In Wellington, for example 

there are half a dozen separate repeat-

ers. 

 

So why should CCVC members be inter-

ested.  Simply it gives another communi-

cation option and access to probably the 

most extensive repeater coverage in New 

Zealand.  It was use of an Amateur radio repeater that let the CCVC touring party communicate their emer-

gency at the Pureora Forest to authorities.  Cell phones and Maritime radio were both lacking in coverage. 

 

The qualification is not intended to be difficult or complex.  It is a series of multi choice questions selected 

from a large database.  Both the questions and answers are published.  Individuals typically undergo a short, 

sharp study course, and then sit the exam.  The study can be a series of evenings or maybe over a weekend.  

A modest charge applies for the course, but thereafter there is no annual cost.  But you can also join a nation-

al association if you wish. 

 

And the good news is that your Club Radio can be programmed with Amateur frequencies once you get quali-

fied. 

 

Interested? – CCVC is looking to identify people who are interested and will arrange a course, maybe even 

subsidise the costs as a part of improving safety on Club trips.  E-mail your name and contact to Ra-

dio.Officer@ccvc.org.nz  and we will then look to sort out suitable dates – and fill in some of your spare winter 

time hours when tracks are too boggy for 4WD!  

Feeling old? Look what you have to look forward too!!! 

mailto:Radio.Officer@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:Radio.Officer@ccvc.org.nz
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It is recommended, in the interests of safety, that the attached form be completed 

and carried in your vehicle at all times, especially if you do trips on your own.. 
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Pictures from the presidents trips 

over the last month - see  the Presi-

dents Piece on P6 & 7 for details. 
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Do you want to read a "Full Colour" copy of the mag - it is available on the clubs public 

website. We will also be adding copies of previous magazines as well (once the newsletter 

editor finds the time to PDF them!). 

As mentioned in Ralph’s presidential ramblings, there are a few members of 
the current club committee that have done their three year stint and are plan-
ning to step down at this years AGM. So if you have a bit of time to spare and 
would like to assist in running the club then why not put your name forward? 
It doesn’t take up a lot of your time and you will get a say in the future direc-
tion that the club takes. 
 
We are particularly looking for a Treasurer and a Public Relations Officer - so if 
either of these roles grab you then give us a call! 
 
Talk to any committee member to get more details, but remember that with-
out the volunteers on the committee the club won’t run - and you can’t leave 
everything to someone else! 

April 2012 

May 2012 

June 2012 
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Trip Categories 

The following trip category definitions, plus any additional requirements specified on individual Trip Infor-

mation Sheets, will be enforced, for safety reasons. Trip Leaders will turn away vehicles or drivers that do not 

comply.  The vehicle and driver requirements given here are a summary of the full requirements listed on the 

club website. Please refer to www.ccvc.org.nz for a definitive list of requirements. 

For all Categories: All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

All Categories other than Family 4X4 are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome 

if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate experience. 

Family 4X4:  

Description: Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of guidance 

in driving techniques as necessary. 

Drivers: Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is also open to 

anybody who enjoys this style of trip. 

Members: Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 

Vehicles: An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety equipment is 

mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is recommended for vehicles 

once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or 

roll cage. 

Shiny 4x4:  

Description: More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who want more 

challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles. 

Drivers: Must have some experience, particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, 

steep descents and sidelings. Club members must have completed CCVC Driver Training and participated in at 

least 2 Family 4X4 trips after becoming a member. 

Vehicles: Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document 

"Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip.  

Club 4x4:  

Description: Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, modestly 

deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 

Drivers: Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings and vehicle 

recovery. Club members must have participated in at least 2 Shiny 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document "Vehicle 

Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-lift jacks, 

externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often par-

ticularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks.  

Hard Yakka:  

Description: Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and vehicle 

damage are all a possibility! 

Drivers: Experienced drivers only, must have approval of Trip Leader. Club members must have participated 

in at least 3 Club 4X4 trips. 

Vehicles: As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all vehicles on 

Hard Yakka trips. Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Infor-

mation Sheet 
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Tripsheet Eleven 

Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 
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