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Editorial 
Ramblings 

Hi there 
 

Lots to read in this months mag—

especially the article about the new 
club radios and the plans to implement 

them. 

 
Also please note that there is to be 

some discussion about the 60k project 

at the next club night so come along 
and see what’s what. 

 

Alan… 
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CCVC Life Members 

 

Tom Adams     Graham Barr    George Bean (Deceased)  
Leith Bean     Peter Boniface (Deceased) Stuart Brown 

Andy Cockroft     Owen Farghar    Mike Gall     
John Hughes     Bob Jeffery (Deceased)  Heather Jeffery 
Ron Johnson     Steve Lacey    Colin Landy 

Phil Lewton     Vern Lill     Bruce Mulhare 
Raynor Mulhare    Ron Oliver (Deceased)  Peter Osborne 

Ross Perkins     Grant Purdie    Tony Street 
Ron Wadham 

Cover Photo:  Taken at this year’s Deadwood. 

December Interclub trip 
 
Dates to be advised, hosted by the Mana-

watu 4WD Club with all central zone mem-
bers invited. Please contact Ralph (email 

nzfwdadelegate@ccvc.org.nz for more de-
tails and bookings. NZFWDA Central Zone 

are contributing some monies to minimize 

costs to participants. 
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Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 

Club Officers 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

President Paul Adams 04 905 2343 04 298 4111 027 594 1343 gillandpaul@paradise.net.nz 

Vice President      

Immed Past President      

Secretary Ralph Dobson 526 5119 568 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Treasurer David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Club Captain Neil Blackie 587 0456 474 7806 027 510 9801 Mud.flingers@paradise.net.nz 

General Committee Members 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Competitions Officer Roger Seymour 586 2518  021 424 351 roger@seyclean.co.nz 

Driver Training Steve Mercer 233 1121 386 0300 027 442 2898 s.mercer@niwa.co.nz 

Entertainment John Vruink 567 1142 027 443 9981 027 443 9981 john.vruink@xtra.co.nz 

NZFWDA Delegate Ralph Dobson 526 5119 586 5562 027 494 6699 ralph.georgina@xtra.co.nz 

Land Access Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 021 612 216 grant.purdie@pragmatic.co.nz 

New Members Steve O’Callaghan 235 9849  021 131 0647 o_callaghan_steve@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Publicity Charles Odlin 562 8657 462 3350 021 372 990 codlin@odlin.net.nz 

Safety Officer Brent Samson 232 3087  021 478 633 jen_brent@xtra.co.nz 

Trip Coordinator John Parfitt 477 0267  021 034 0400 trips@ccvc.org.nz 

Other Useful People 

Position Name Home Phone Work Phone Cellphone Email 

Assets Wayne Jansen 970 7240  027 446 7935 rowanandwayne@gmail.com 

Club Night Photo’s David Coxon 567 4501 463 4263 027 451 0361 david.coxon@xtra.co.nz 

Help desk John Parfitt (temp) 477 0267  021 034 0400 helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz 

Membership Database Marcus Steeneken   021 439 183 database@ccvc.org.nz 

Track Maintenance      

Trophies Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 8352 021 448 127 newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

Webmaster Stefen Cook    webmaster@ccvc.org.nz 

Welfare Gillian George    welfare@ccvc.org.nz 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports, technical items, “How-to’s”, 

etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month. Please post to 34a Hine Rd 
Wainuiomata, fax to 04 914 8366 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or as a 

private individual, the following person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Rodney Bracefield  -  234 8887 (Hm), 577 8033 (Wk) or 027 548 8808 
Jim Johnson  -  938 9404 (Hm) or 021 389 404            Gavin Holden  -  0274 249 1959 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area. The mention of products, service procedures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or it’s Editor. 
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Vehicle Inspectors 

 

Dayal Landy 

Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu 

Ph.  04 902 9244 

 

Antony Hargreaves 

Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 

 

Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 

11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 

 

Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 

847 Fergusson Dr, Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 

 

Grant Guy 
Richard Blair 

G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Ph.  04 472 2020 

 

Carl Furniss 

Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 

 

Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 

or 021 389 404 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection! 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 15-16:  7th Annual Ahuroa Volunteer Fire 

Station Fun Run. Presented by the Rodney Off-Road 

Club, 1 1/2 days of good 4wheeling, limited to 60 ve-

hicles with challenging stuff for those that want it. 

For more info contact Nigel England on 021 743 869 

or Brent White on 09 423 9244, 027 430 8065 or 

b.j.white@xtra.co.nz by Oct 30th. 

 

Nov 23:  North Shore Swapmeet. North Shore & 

Norwest 4x4 Clubs combined swapmeet to be held at 

Beaurepaires, off Paul Matthews drive, Albany from 

9.00am.  

 

Nov 23:  Awatere Valley Family Fun Run. Trav-

ersing Arapiri, Mt Cormael & Stronsky Stations it’s a 

day trip onto high country stations not normally open 

to the public. Low range and min of AT tyres, BBQ 

lunch available for $10/$5. Cost is $30 with proceeds 

going to help fund defibrillators. Contact 

alan@versatileblenheim.co.nz 

 

Dec 07:  National Trials. Round 3, Thames 

 

Dec 05-14:  Rain Forest Challenge. Terengganu 

state, Malaysia  www.rainforest-challenge.com 

 

Jan 18-24, 2008:  Kauri Coast Safari. Advance 

warning, contact Michelle Griffiths on 09 439 0221, 

email kauricoast4wdclub@yahoo.co.nz or visit 

www.kauricoast4wdclub.co.nz 

 

Jan 25, 2009:  National Trials. Round 4, EBTBC 

 

Feb 22, 2009:  National Trials. Round 5, Shore 4 

Wheelers 

 

Feb 06-08, 2009:  Waikaia Biannual 4x4 Event. 

The ultimate high country experience in Southland. 

Contact waikaia4x4@yahoo.com or PO Box 7, Waika-

ia 9745, Southland. 

 

Feb 06-08, 2009:  Jeep Jamboree. The 2009 Jeep 

Jamboree, held in Taupo. Registrations are limited, 

see www.jeep.co.nz for details. 

 

Feb 27-29, 2009:  Mata School 4WD Trip. For 

further details contact Kitrina Turnball 06 864 7007 

or Grant Brew 06 867 0222. 

 

Mar 06-08, 2009:  Hereworth Rangeland 4WD 

Trek. Location under the Ruahines, numbers limited 

to 120 vehicles and there are bookings in already. 

Contact Mark Warren, Hillseekers 4WD or drop an 

email to hillseekers@xtra.co.nz 

 

Feb 07-08, 2009:  Papanui Junction Hall & 

School 4WD Trek. Two days on high country sta-

tions. For more details & entry forms please drop an 

email to papanuijunctionschool@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

Details in the column appear courtesy of Cathy Par-

ker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and 

Sportvehicles magazine. Potential participants should 

contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take re-

sponsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccura-

For Sale 

 

4 x Dunlop Mud Rover tyres 
(235/75x15) as new on original 5 
stud Jeep steel rims plus a fifth 
rim.  $750. 
 
Terry 04 970 6181 
  027 243 9144 
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In 
Association 
with 

Tramlines of the Akatarawa Forest - Karapoti Tram 
 

A Tramway line was used to bring timber out from the upper reaches of the West Arm of the Akatarawa River 

(probably into as far as what we know as the Hukinga) to a sawmill sited at Karapoti on the Akatarawa Road.  

 

It was some seven to eight kilometres 

long and the existing access road up the 

Karapoti gorge is constructed along the 

old right of way. There is nothing left at 

all to suggest that a railway ever existed 

here other than the easy grading and 

curvature of the road. 

 

 

This photograph (left) shows a log being 

transported on rails in bush, somewhere 

between Campbell's Mill, Karapoti and 

the Hukinga. 

 

 

Prices Flat is probably named for 

sawmiller C.T. (Thomas) Price who sold 

his mill at Hikunga to George Campbell 

in 1916. George was joined by his 

brothers Jack and Bob in 1920. Hikunga 

Road also called Campbell Mill Road is 

now Karapoti Road west off Akatarawa 

Road 11km north of Upper Hutt 

 

  

This photograph (right) shows a tractor 

on a track at Campbell's Sawmill, Kar-

apoti. The driver is formally dressed 

and in position on the seat, so it is 

likely posed. The photograph shows 

part of mill building and hill behind. 

The tractor was built by Naltrans 

(Motor Engineer - Wellington) using a 

Cadillac motor engine adapted for 

hauling timber etc on train track at 

Campbell's Sawmill. A trial proved un-

satisfactory and the machine was not 

purchased. 

 

 

 

  

  
(Continued on page 7) 
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FOR SALE 
1992 Izuzu Mu 

Red with blue stripes on sides   Turbo Timer 

Black interior (great condition)   Rhino roof rack (black) 

Spoiler on back door     A great runner & quite ballsy 

CD player installed (speakers are in the truck, someone needs to attach to wires) 

Not warranted nor registered due to non use as it has been parked up the driveway for ever and a 

day (we have 3 children now and have never gone 4 wheel driving so someone else can enjoy it for 

that use). All reasonable offers considered. Please email joahern@clear.net.nz 

Access required crossing two unbridged streams. Below is a photo of the original 'Pioneer Bridge' on Mill Track 

at Karapoti, near Campbell's Mill. Here the stream branches to property of Mr. McGhie, Akatarawa. 

The whole area is now vested in the Wellington Regional Council for public use as a recreational area.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Club Night Notices 
 

New Club Radios 

The radio project is still on schedule as published in last month's magazine and there will be some information 

at the November clubnight where we will be finalising our first bulk order for the club. 

  

See the details further on in this issue (see below) 

  

Timetable for deciding on the preferred supplier(s) and placing the first bulk order: 

 

17 October:  Receive proposals, which will be evaluated by the project team and a recommendation  

   formed 

29 October:   Committee Meeting to approve supply and pricing 

31 October:   Confirm and advise supplier(s), advise pricing to members, start taking orders 

12 November:   Club Night and taking last names for first bulk order 

14 November:  Place initial bulk order 

  

60k 

The 60k subcommittee will be giving an update at the November clubnight, to let everyone know what has 

been achieved since the last update and the position that the club is in currently. 

  

As you'll see, it's now time to review our objectives in the light of today's information, so Honourable Presi-

dent Paul will be facilitating a discussion amongst members once we've got all the information from the up-

date. 

  

So do come along and participate! 

E Band Radios 
 

SUMMARY 

 

There has been a lot of work, Club discussion and approvals, and a summary of the outcome is: 

The tendering process has lowered prices to just above the $500 level (GST included), but the Club has to 

lodge a bulk order to get these prices. Your Club Committee has agreed to the project proceeding on this ba-

sis. 

 

The preferred supply is for Vertex Standard (mobile VX-2200, or handheld VX-351) both of which have ample 

features. The mobile unit has an inbuilt speaker, and comes with a cradle, cords etc and a 3 year warranty. It 

is smaller than the present Tait mini/maxiphone A band gear. Existing aerials (in good condition) can be used 

once trimmed down to suit (see below). 

 

The time to order is NOW, as the best prices are for a bulk quantity in 2008. Later purchases will be more ex-

pensive. Orders to ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz with cash/cheque at Club night 12 November, or Direct/Internet 

deposit, details below. 

 

A minimum deposit of $500 is required with your order, and a small "top up" payment/refund once the Club 

knows the numbers required and therefore the final price. If you need a spare mounting cradle (for swapping 

between trucks) or any extras, say so when placing your order, or you can obtain those later.  

 

The Club will programme all the Vertex sets, and progressively add frequencies for repeater channels to Trip 

Leaders sets as agreements are reached with repeater owners. The club will purchase the programming soft-

ware and will programme each set before delivery to the member. This purchase will future proof the club 

against development and unit cost increase over time. 

 

Radio Days are planned to assist members who may attend with their vehicle and the radio team will provide 

advise on change-over options including truck installations, trimming aerials etc together with the supply of 

co-ax cable as required together with aerial connectors, the costs of which will be carried by the club.  

The Vertex wholesaler will not supply individuals, but if you want to buy something suitable (from Trade me or 

whatever) the requirements for technical compatibility are given below. Buyer beware! 

 

 

DETAILED PROGRESS TO DATE 

 

Following on from the  Club’s decision to upgrade our radio system to E-Band, the club committee has ap-

proved the results of the project team’s tendering process and has agreed the preferred supplier and pricing of 

E-Band sets for club members. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Club Sub-Committees 

The club has the following sub committees running currently: 

 

 60k:  Terrance Broad, Ron Johnson, Bruce Mulhare, Grant Purdie, Antony Royal, John Vruink & Mark Wol-

stenholme 

 Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 

 Competition:  Roger Seymour 

 Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 

 Emergency Comms & Radio:  Grant Purdie, Rodney Bracefield, Jim Johnson, Phil Lewton, Rick Smith & 

Mark Wolstenholme 

 Land Access:  All trip leaders 

 Police Search & Rescue (SAR):  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 

 Safety:  Brent Samson, Carl Furniss, Ray Harkness & Grant Purdie 

 Trip Leaders Forum:  All trip leaders 

 Web Project: Grant Purdie, Stefan Cook, Andrew Farmer, Charles Odlin, John Parfitt, Mike Stevens & Mar-

cel van Dorrestein 

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people: 

 

 Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Ralph Dobson, Charles Odlin & Grant Purdie 

 Dept of Conservation Head Office Liaison:  Paul Adams 

 Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Bruce Mulhare, Grant Purdie, Russell Stevens & John Vruink 

 Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie 

 Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 

 Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 

 Wellington City Council:  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull 
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As CCVC club members, you may purchase these new sets through the club, as set out in this article.   

 

The club has selected Vertex radios from Signals NZ Ltd, model VX-2200 for vehicle-mounting and model VX-

351 hand-held. Vertex is the commercial grade brand of Yaesu, which is a well established and very respected 

manufacturer of two-way radios. Brochures with pictures and details for these models will be on our Member-

Zone as soon as we receive suitable electronic copies. 

 

We found that there was no advantage in trying to get a high-spec model for trip leaders and a low-spec mod-

el for everyone else; all the sets will be the same. We’ll just programme the extra channels needed for trip 

leaders. We will also be programming a "privacy tone" system to avoid hearing other users, along with a "open 

channel" for communicating with others.  

 

We need to get our first bulk order finalised at clubnight next week 12 November.      We’ll all get the 

best price if we can place a large order before the end of the year. Future purchases are also possible (at high-

er prices) and the Club will need to coordinate any future order.    So in this email we’re setting out the details 

and inviting you to place your orders. 

 

Or you may prefer to find yourself a new or used set from somewhere else. If you do, then it is important to 

follow the club’s specifications or you may find your radio is not compatible with the club system. More at the 

bottom of this email about your own purchases and the specifications. 

 

 

PRICING 

 

As expected, we have been able to get better pricing than the examples we had earlier this year.  

 

With our Vertex wholesale deal, the price of sets depends on the number ordered – the larger the order, the 

lower the price. And we have pricing for 2008, with higher pricing for 2009. 

 

Prices incl GST for vehicle sets VX-2200 for the rest of 2008: 

$555 each for 25 sets 

$547 each for 50 sets 

$531 each for 100 sets 

$516 each for 150 sets 

 

Prices incl GST for vehicle sets VX-2200 for 2009: 

$571 each for 25 sets 

$563 each for 50 sets 

$547 each for 100 sets 

$531 each for 150 sets 

but don’t be surprised if the world economic situation changes the 2009 prices.  

 

Prices incl GST for hand-held sets VX-531 for the rest of 2008: 

$523 each for 25 sets 

$488.50 each for 50 sets 

$475.50 each for 100 sets 

$461.25 each for 150 sets 

 

Prices incl GST for hand-held sets VX-531 for 2009: 

$539 each for 25 sets 

$503 each for 50 sets 

$488.75 each for 100 sets 

$475 each for 150 sets 

but don’t be surprised if the world economic situation changes the 2009 prices.  

 

Our bulk order can be a mixture of vehicle sets and hand-helds, the numbers will combine. In other words, if 

we get an order of say 85 vehicle sets and 15 hand-helds, the 100-set price applies to them all, $531 and 

$474.50 respectively. 

 

The club would prefer people to have vehicle mounted sets for normal trip convoy use, as these  give much 

better performance because of more power (25 watts vs 5 watts) and external aerials. Also there are some 

safety concerns about holding a hand-held while driving off-road. You can get various accessories like a 

handheld cradle and accessory microphone/speaker; we have prices for those too.  

 

Basic accessories available for which we have prices are:  

 

Vehicle sets: 

Additional speaker $30.50 

Extra mounting kit $28.39 (waiting for exact details) 

New vehicle antenna $72.30 (for order of 50 or more)  

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Handheld sets: 

External Microphone/Speaker (coil cord type) $70.19 

Extra rechargable battery $126 (2000 mAh LI) or $118 (1800 mAh LI) 

Car kit (incl 12v Charger) $76 (230v charger supplied as standard)  

 

You'll be able to see the full details in the Signals proposal on the MemberZone shortly. 

  

 

INSTALLATION  

 

The VX-2200 is more compact than the ancient Tait A-Band sets most of us have been using. The specs in the 

brochure give the dimensions as 165W x 45H x 155D mm. You may find that this allows you to mount the set 

into a DIN or similar sized opening in your dashboard. Otherwise you would use the mounting bracket sup-

plied. You can buy additional mounting brackets too, for moving the radio between vehicles.   But it is up to 

you to install the radio when it arrives and has been programmed.  

 

There are sets on the market where the front panel can be mounted separately to the body of the set. These 

are more expensive so we do not have club purchase arrangements for these. You are welcome to source your 

own however, in which case don't overlook the club's specifications below.  

 

Your existing A-Band aerial may work for your E-Band set, the length of the whip just needs to be reduced to 

an exact new length. It is important that your existing aerial base, co-ax cable and connectors are all in good 

condition though, and you may need an adaptor or new plug at the set end of the existing cable . You can 

bring your truck to the “radio day” that we’re planning (see below) and the experts in our team can check your 

installation and give you advice on the quality of your setup and what needs to be done. They’ll also trim your 

existing aerial whip for you. If you don’t have an exterior A-Band aerial, then you’ll need to buy an external 

aerial kit that is suitable for E-Band. We can arrange to provide these too, or you can source your own.  

 

The VX-2200 has a front-mounted speaker, which suits an in-dash mounting. Optional external speakers are 

available if required. 

 

To assist club members with installing their E-Band radios, the project team will be organising a “radio day” 

where you’ll be able to bring your truck and get advice on installing your set if you haven't installed it already, 

and on your 12v power supply and aerial. The team expects to be able to test those things for you and tell you 

if you need to improve anything. Also the team may be able to put the plugs on the ends of the cables for you. 

They will not be doing your installation for you though! 

 

There are firms around who you can pay to install your radio if you don't want to do it yourself. We'll give you 

further details once we've made arrangements with them. 

 

We’ll advise further about the date and arrangements for the radio day. 

  

 

ORDERING 

 

To get the most favourable prices for everyone , orders need to be made through the club. The committee has 

decided that a $500 deposit is required with your order. Once we know the number of sets in the order, we’ll 

know the price, then ask you to either pay the difference when collecting your sets or we’ll refund if necessary 

in the case of hand-helds. 

 

Ian Hutchings has kindly offered to coordinate orders, so all order and all payments will need to go through 

Ian. 

 

Order: 

- via email to ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz and which set you’d like  (and any accessories); 

- or by giving Ian your order at clubnight.  

Orders will be confirmed with a number once completed.  

 

Pay your $500 deposit to accompany your order: 

- by internet banking to 03-0518-0068704-00 (see below); 

- or by giving Ian a cheque at clubnight. 

 

Cash is not preferred, however if that is your only option, then Ian will accept that at clubnight. Make sure you 

get a receipt from Ian, as this is our record of your payment. 

 

For internet payments  or direct deposits, please make sure you put a reference on your payment so that we 

can see who paid it, and put that same reference in the email to Ian. Otherwise we’ll have some orphan pay-

ments, just like we get every year with subs payments. 

  

 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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DELIVERY 

 

At this stage we think it will be best to deliver sets to members somewhat in advance of the radio day, so that 

you'll have a chance to install them (or get them installed) then at the radio day the team can connect aerials, 

do that testing and give advice. 

 

We'll let you know how you can take delivery once we've worked out the details, bearing in mind that the team 

needs to programme them before delivery (radio qualifications are needed to do this). 

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

There has been a lot of work, Club discussion and approvals, and a summary of the outcome is:  

 

The tendering process has lowered prices to just above the $500 level (GST included), but the Club has to 

lodge a bulk order to get these prices. Your Club Committee has agreed to the project proceeding on this ba-

sis. 

 

The preferred supply is for Vertex Standard (mobile VX-2200, or handheld VX-351) both of which have ample 

features. The mobile unit has an inbuilt speaker, and comes with a cradle, cords etc and a 3 year warranty. It 

is smaller than the present Tait mini/maxiphone A band gear. Existing aerials (in good condition) can be used 

once trimmed down to suit (see below). 

 

The time to order is NOW, as the best prices are for a bulk quantity in 2008. Later purchases will be more ex-

pensive. Orders to ian.hutchings@xtra.co.nz with cash/cheque at Club night 12 November, or Direct/Internet 

deposit, details below. 

 

A minimum deposit of $500 is required with your order, and a small "top up" payment/refund once the Club 

knows the numbers required and therefore the final price. If you need a spare mounting cradle (for swapping 

between trucks) or any extras, say so when placing your order, or you can obtain those later.  

 

The Club will programme all the Vertex sets, and progressively add frequencies for repeater channels to Trip 

Leaders sets as agreements are reached with repeater owners. The club will purchase the programming soft-

ware and will programme each set before delivery to the member. This purchase will future proof the club 

against development and unit cost increase over time. 

 

Radio Days are planned to assist members who may attend with their vehicle and the radio team will provide 

advise on change-over options including truck installations, trimming aerials etc together with the supply of 

co-ax cable as required together with aerial connectors, the costs of which will be carried by the club.  

 

The Vertex wholesaler will not supply individuals, but if you want to buy something suitable (from Trade me or 

whatever) the requirements for technical compatibility are given below. Buyer beware!  

 

Any not delivered prior can be delivered at the radio day. 

  

 

PURCHASING YOUR OWN SETS 

 

Members who wish to purchase their own new or used sets are welcome to do so. It is important that any set 

you purchase complies with the club’s specifications otherwise it may not be compatible with the club system   

Make sure it is VHF "E band" (150 TO 156 MHz) with CTCSS.   Sets that are UHF, or Fleetlink/Teamtalk type 

are no use. Amateur radio equipment does not generally meet the licence requirements. If in doubt, ask one 

of the radio team. 

 

But if buying from a supplier the Club Spec is... 

For all sets: 

•  Legally compliant in New Zealand 

•  VHF FM, 12.5 kHz channelling, NZ licensable.  

•  Minimum frequency range: E band  

•  Preferred range: 136 - 174 MHz  

•  CTCSS tones set per channel  

•  Computer programmable  

•  Microphone with lead and plug 

•  Speaker, internal with option for external 

•  Wiring and plugs for aerial and 12v power  

 

Additional specs for members: 

•  Minimum channel programmable capability: 6  

•  Minimum 10 watts RF output 

 

Additional specs for trip leaders: 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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•  Minimum frequency range: 136-174 MHz 

•  Minimum channel programmable capability: 

50  

•  Minimum 25 watts RF output  

•  Programmable or direct access DTMF tone 

capability (not mandatory) 

 

You will need to get the set programmed to the 

club’s frequencies  (ENX14 and ENX18 with 

CTCSS Tone A2) . The project team may or may 

not be able to help you with this, depending on 

what you’ve bought and what programming sys-

tem it uses. Normally a commercial supplier will 

programme sets before selling them – for pri-

vate sales you may have a challenge. 

 

We'll put our RFP document on the Member-

Zone, so you can see the full details of the spec-

ifications. 

 

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 

 

The information in this email will be published in 

the November issue of the club magazine. It will 

also be on the MemberZone. 

 

We’ll also publish our RFP (request for proposal) 

and the Signals proposal on the MemberZone, 

so you have access to all details including ac-

cessories details and prices. 

 

Once we’ve placed the bulk order we’ll send out 

update emails with details of: 

- actual prices 

- anticipated delivery date 

- delivery arrangements 

- arrangements for the radio day 

- any other news or information. 

 

If you have any queries, you’ll have a chance to 

raise them at next week’s clubnight Wednesday 12 November or you’re welcome to email the Emergency 

Comms and Radio Team via Grant.Purdie@pragmatic.co.nz who will pass your questions to the most appropri-

ate person to reply. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Australian Adventure (part 1) 

 

 By John Parfitt 

 

Australia is big, some might say “bigger than big” (but then they could be talking about the egos of Australia’s 

sports people………) 

 

I recently had the opportunity to travel by vehicle from Brisbane via the Red Centre to Perth thanks to Ray 

Harkness, whose excuse for another month away from home was that he wanted to reposition his vehicle, 

which is a Toyota Troupie high top “Bushcamper”, from the East to the West coast in preparation for future 

trips to Western Australia with his wife, and for me the opportunity was far too good to turn down. 

 

One could write a novel about where we went and what we saw but I will keep it as brief as possible and dish 

it out in small chunks, which will at the least give Alan a “filler” for the magazine.  
(Continued on page 17) 

Gertude is for sale. Genuine enquiries only 
 

Hard to find an FJ40 more solid than this! 

Fully certified. Will sell with new WOF and 6 mths rego 

4.3 litre fully built 2F motor, polished, ported, bal-

anced, pulls 7500rpm, 10:1 compression, cam, extrac-

tors, modified oiling sytem, HEI dissy, mallory coil 

Internal snorkel 

Dual fuel - LPG/petrol 

Front and rear diff locks - rear ARB, front Howat ball 

bearing locker 

F/f rear diff. Front diff widened 150mm 

Full bars 

Modified suspension, lift, body lift. 

PTO winch, centre mounted, can pull from front or rear 

- suspect rating at around 18,000 lbs. Both winch and 

pto have been modifed. Winch was fully rebuit approx 

2004. Near new 70m winch cable (9mm) 

4.88 diff gears 

Trucked body, all alloy rear panelwork incl storage area 

Air operated rear fiddles 

5 x Bead locks with 37x12.5x16 Maxxis Creepy Crawlers approx 

1/2 worn 

4 wheel discs, full cage (tested), power steering, on board air 

(+ electric backup) 

Longfields 

Lots more mods but no space to write about them!! 

Can see a fuller history and mods at 

http://forum.ih8mud.com/40-55-series-tech/61345-rotw-

gertrude-1975-fj40.html 

Comes with extensive spares package including 2 x longfields, 2 

x alternators, starter, spare diff gears (all these parts brand 

new), parts motor, g/box, t/case. Chromoly rear axles (new - 

haven’t got around to fitting them yet), spare HEI dissy  (happy 

to discuss price reduction with successful bidder if spares not 

required...) 

Problems I know about: 

-Oil leak r/f axle seal (have new h/d seal which should fix it) 

-Motor not reving as it should - suspect it's the LPG reg (had to 

replace it since when it ran better) - think it's under fuelling un-

der high load. Have air/fuel gauge and sender (included but not 

fitted) which should prove this... 

-dog clutch on winch wont disengage - I just spool it out in re-

verse - have planned design change to fix this 

- front springs could probably use a reset 

 

 

Please contact Andrew on 04 567 6677 or 027 444 6803 
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Are you a new member? Do you get the News emails from the club? Do you have access to the club’s website member-
zone? If not then have a word with a committee member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s 

members. Some useful email addresses are: 
 
 Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 

 Lists@ccvc.org.nz (person who administers the list servs) 

 Trips@ccvc.org.nz (Trip Coordinator) 
 Newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 

 Database@ccvc.org.nz (membership database administrator) 

 Access@ccvc.org.nz (Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 

 NZFWDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

 Treasurer@ccvc.org.nz  (club treasurer) 

 Welfare@ccvc.org.nz  (club welfare officer) 

 David.coxon@xtra.co.nz  (Club night photo submission) 

 Helpdesk@ccvc.org.nz  (any general questions) 

Club Email Addresses 

 

Some basic statistics from the trip: 33 days (total), 8,900km’s, 1,200ltr’s diesel costing $2,300 and yes, we 

are still talking to each other. 

 

There is a cost to everything and for me it was a weeks shopping on the Gold Coast with my wife prior to 

meeting up with Ray and Elizabeth, who had just been to Cape York and back over the previous month. 

 

We dropped the girls off at the airport for their flights home (don’t ask Ray his opinion of Pacific Blue) and 

headed west out of Brisbane on our adventure with the first really significant place of interest being Camerons 

Corner (store for sale if you want to get away from it all) which we reached via Goondiwindi, Cunnamulla and 

Noccundra  at each of which we had stayed overnight. We then continued on via Bollards Lagoon Station (Bore 

Track) to Innaminca. 

 

The Strzelecki Track took us to Lyndhurst and then via the Oodnandatta track to a bush camp just south of 

William Creek, passing through Marree (where the Birdsville and Oodnadatta tracks meet) following the Old 

Ghan Railway and stopping to look at Lake Eyre on the way. The Birdsville Races had been on that weekend 

and there was a lot of traffic on the road coming down from Birdsville which we encountered until we passed 

the track turn off at Marree. 

 

Coober Pedy was our next stop where there was the compulsory purchase of Opals for those left at home and 

a chance to refill the water tanks and hit a real supermarket for extra supplies. 

 

From Coober Pedy we travelled via “The Breakaways” and “The Painted Desert” to Oodnaadatta where we 

stayed the night at the caravan park (such that it is) run by the famous “Pink Roadhouse”. Its famous be-

cause, for 100’s perhaps 1,000’s of km’s in all directions, the owner has erected road signs pointing out places 

of interest and various tracks and these are often the only signs of any sort found out there. He also rescues 

vehicles from the Simpson Desert and has a large workshop in which he can effect the required repairs. 

 

Old Andado was our next overnight stop which we reached via Mt Dare (new bar / restaurant / shop for any-

one that has been there) travelling along the Binns Track. Old Andado is on the edge of the Simpson Desert 

and although there is a homestead and camping facilities, including toilets and showers (cold), there was not a 

sole to be seen and no sign that there had been anyone there for sometime. The desert scenery around that 

area is spectacular and we had a brilliant sunset and sunrise while we were there. This was also the first day 

that we encountered serious “bull dust” caused in this case (we have been told) through the movement of 

drilling equipment along these marginal tracks and leaving huge ruts in the sand that eventually fill with the 

fine choking “bull dust”. 

 

Onward then via Santa Teressa to Alice Springs for a few days in civilisation before we started the next part of 

our adventure. 

 

It had taken us 10 days to reach Alice Springs travelling an average of 360km per day with the longest daily 

distance being Goondiwindi to Cunnamulla at 492km as it had been too wet to stop that day. Roads had been 

good, sealed until Noccundra, with both the Strzelecki and Oodnaadatta tracks being in really good condition 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 



Cross Country Chronicle Page 18 

Odlins Road 25.10.08 - Ant Reid 

Well the time had come for another play in the mud, so I rang Charles & booked myself in. Then the search 

started for a winch bitch/co driver & a suitable one was found in the form of a boy racer from my work who 

wanted to see what I talked about with such glee at work. Needless to say he now thinks we are all nuts for 

what we do to our trucks, although I must admit my truck took some big hits during the day & is now lighter 

due to the loss of certain attachments.  

I set off early to allow my boys some ‘rest stops’ on the way up the Akatarawa Hill road even though I had 

given them sea legs I thought the road would get the better of them, needless to say the little buggers proved 

me wrong & we arrived without any stops.....but very early. Never mind, it gave me time to start trip preps as 

in airing down & re-organizing the back so nothing bounced around to much. The rest of the trucks arrived & 

we ended up with 2 Mighty Cruisers, 1 Zook, 1 Jeep & way down the back behind everything else 1 Pajero. 

Briefing came & went & off we set. Not having been up this track before it wasn’t long before we started hit-

ting some deep ruts & angles. One particular little hazard saw the trucks in front of me go high left along the 

top of a rut so I decided nahhhhh & went through it & took some paint off the left side along the bank & a gar-

nered a rather scared look from the co driver seat. Hehe he had no idea! We carried on & went off the first 

side track through some heavy bush, when I went to check my side mirror to make sure Terry was behind me 

in the Jeep I discovered it was no longer attached, hmmmmm ahh well didn't use it much anyway. We then all 

tramped down a side track & watched Terry in the Jeep come down & go back up as it was a bit slippery but 

he managed without any issues, a bit of mud flew here & that was all.  

Off we went through some more bush & I heard another noise I didn't want to hear, that of my roof rack being 

torn off by another bloody tree branch, I stopped & hopped out to look for it & found that it had been pulled 

out of the tracks & not broken but I could only find 1 of the clips to hold it on, ahh well didn't use it much any-

way. After another wee while we came to a spot, which, as he was going through Mike had a wee slide into 

the rut on the left, so when it was my turn, I gave it a little extra gas & got past it with no drama, however in 

the next wee section I had a BIT more drama, I tried a similar action again but slid down to the left & I'm fair-

ly sure I bounced off the bank back onto four wheels & then managed to drive out of it with some new paint 

scratches, at that point I think my boy racer damn near shat himself as did my boys & to be fair as did I , ahh 

well didn't need all that paint anyway.  

The rain had started to fall by time we got to our lunch spot so we munched that down & headed back off. A 

few more side tracks were ventured down, one of which at the bottom got the better of Mike with him popping 

a tire out of the beads, so a break was had while they took it off, stamped it back on & pumped it back up be-

fore Terry lost a cylinder & decided to leave the group & fight another day. So we were down to four, we car-

ried on until we heard Graham say he had been hung up in the Zook so Charles hooked on a strop & gently 

moved off, well, behind Graham was Mike in his Cruiser & then it was me. I saw Grahams truck bounce above 

the roof height of Mikes truck with a loud BANG, we got out & looked but no damage was incurred so all were 

happy, sounded damm good though. We weaved our way along the tops & down into another valley only to be 

meet by a large slip which we decided not to try & go round or clear this time, so we all did 500 point turns & 

headed back up.  

Mike had a power loss issue at this stage & after a bit of coaxing along it came right. We got to the first decent 

(Continued on page 19) 

despite having been closed a week prior due to rain. Both the Bore and Binns tracks had been fine although a 

bit cut up and narrow in places and definitely requiring 4wd. Not somewhere to take your caravan or trailer, as 

the Aussies tend to do. Call it an “offroad” trailer, camper or caravan and they think they can take it anywhere 

and at any speed and then they wonder why it or their vehicle break. 

 

Next time Alice Springs to ……….. 

(Continued from page 17) 
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climb out & Charles headed up & then it was my turn, I got past the really tricky step but couldn’t get grip go-

ing over a wimpy bit so a certain nameless Pajero backed down & gave me a bit of a yank over it & then told 

me via PRS that we would drive to the top with the strop still on. My co driver watched as I sped past him & 

had a rather large bounce off the wall which pushed my side panel in a tad, but I made it up without really 

needing any more help. Everyone else got up & we carried on. Not to many more decent stories saw us head-

ing back down the main track to come out. We passed a couple of vehicles, 1 of which was near the end & 

happened to be a brand new looking crossover wimpy wannabe 4x4 with Big Chill Distribution on the side, we 

commented on what the boss would say if he got stuck & had to be towed out. Anyway out we came & parked 

ourselves over the road to air up & so forth. Charles and Graham headed off & then the Big Chill vehicle came 

out & parked next to us. I asked him what his boss would say & he replied HE was the boss so that answered 

that question. So another trip was over I was able to drive home so a good result, cheers to Charles for the 

trip & just wait for the next installment. 

Ant Reid. 

(Continued from page 18) 

Husband Store  

 

A store that sells new husbands has opened in New York City , where a woman may go to choose a 

husband. Among the instructions at the entrance is a description of how the store operates: 

 

You may visit this store ONLY ONCE! There are six floors and the value of the products increase as 

the shopper ascends the flights. The shopper may choose any item from a particular floor, or may 

choose to go up to the next floor, but you cannot go back down except to exit the building! 

 

So, a woman goes to the Husband Store to find a husband. On the first floor the sign on the door 

reads: 

 

Floor 1 - These men Have Jobs.  She is intrigued, but continues to the second floor, where the 

sign reads: 

 

Floor 2 - These men Have Jobs and Love Kids.  'That's nice,' she thinks, 'but I want more.' 

 

So she continues upward. The third floor sign reads: 

 

Floor 3 - These men Have Jobs, Love Kids, and are Extremely Good Looking.  'Wow,' she thinks, 

but feels compelled to keep going. 

 

She goes to the fourth floor and the sign reads: 

 

Floor 4 - These men Have Jobs, Love Kids, are Drop-dead Good Looking and Help With Housework.   

'Oh, mercy me!' she exclaims, 'I can hardly stand it!' 

 

Still, she goes to the fifth floor and the sign reads: 

 

Floor 5 - These men Have Jobs, Love Kids, are Drop-dead Gorgeous, Help with Housework, and 

Have a Strong Romantic Streak. 

 

She is so tempted to stay, but she goes to the sixth floor, where the sign reads: 

 

Floor 6 - You are visitor 31,456,012 to this floor. There are no men on this floor. This floor ex-
ists solely as proof that women are impossible to please. Thank you for shopping at the Husband 
Store. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

To avoid gender bias charges, the store's owner opened a New Wives store just across the street. 

 

The first floor has wives that love sex. 

 

The second floor has wives that love sex and have money and like beer. 

 

The third, fourth, fifth and sixth floors have never been visited 
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Tripsheet Twelve 
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Tripsheet Eleven 
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Tripsheet Ten 
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Tripsheet Nine 
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Tripsheet Eight 
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Tripsheet Seven 
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Tripsheet Six 
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Tripsheet Five 
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Tripsheet Four 



Cross Country Chronicle Page 29 

Tripsheet Three 
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Tripsheet Two 
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Tripsheet One 
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CCVC has a number of requirements for people participating in trips and events. 

 

 Trip Categories and the pre-requisites for attending each category 

 Trip and Convoy Rules 

 Code of Conduct 

 Equipment required 

 Cancellation Service 

 

Details are on the club’s website www.ccvc.org.nz on the “Trips” page. 
 

Club members can access more details in the club manual and members-only website. 

Trip Details 

http://www.ccvc.org.nz
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One morning the husband returns after several hours of fishing and decides to take a nap. Although not familiar with the 

lake, the wife decides to take the boat out. She motors out a short distance, anchors, and reads her book.  

 

Along comes a Game Warden in his boat. He pulls up alongside the woman and says, 'Good morning, Ma'am.. What are 

you doing?'  

 

'Reading a book,' she replies, (thinking, 'Isn't it obvious?')  

 

'You're in a Restricted Fishing Area,' he informs her.  

 

'I'm sorry, officer, but I'm not fishing. I'm reading,' she replies.  

 

To which he replies, 'Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I know you could start at any moment. I'll have to take 

you in and write you up.'  

 

'For reading a book?,' she replies.  

 

'You're in a Restricted Fishing Area,' he informs her again.  

 

'I'm sorry, officer, but I am not fishing. I am reading,' she replies, again.  

 

Again he says, 'Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I know you could start at any moment. I'll have to take you in 

and write you up.'  

 

'If you do that, I'll have to charge you with Sexual Assault,' says the woman.  

 

'But I haven't even touched you,' says the game warden.  

 

And she replies, 'That's true, but you have all the equipment. For all I know you could start at any moment.'  

 

The game warden then says  'Have a nice day ma'am,' and he left.  

 
 

 
  

MORAL: Never argue with a woman who reads. It's likely she can also think! 
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Tripsheet Eleven 

Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 
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