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THE PRESIDENTS PIECE  

 
 
7 May 2021 
 
 
 
Presidents Report 
May 2021 
 
 
 
President for less than a year and thankfully the club is still going strong. The planning for the 50th Anniversary has 
really paid off and I’m sure you will agree the club is more active than ever. We do have some issues around the 
numbers of people wanting to participate in trips and so some missing out but the trip leaders are doing their best 
and most are keeping an eye on the club calendar and booking early. We have done the hard work in keeping Covid 
at bay so get out and enjoy our freedom, plenty around the globe don’t have the option. 
 
This year is a huge milestone for CCVC, one of the oldest and largest four wheeling clubs in the country. We have a 
competent committee with excellent skills that allow us to run a club which has stood the test of time and is as strong 
as ever. Thanks to Duncan who is stepping down from committee and welcome to DD who is coming on board. 
 
Land access is always a priority with the committee as without it our club would cease to exist. With our close rela-
tionships with land owners, local and regional councils we still have excellent access to local tracks although it is 
always under threat and we must never take it for granted.  
 
The trip leaders are the next priority, without them the club would be a little boring. It is pleasing we are currently 
training a number of new members but as always we would love to have more club members stepping up to take on 
trip leading rolls, if anyone is keen please approach a committee member. 
 
The club is financially strong and I extend my thanks to Frank and Nikki for their hard work. With Frank stepping 
down after three years, as our club rules require, our new Treasurer is Nikki who is immediately up to speed. 
 
I encourage all members to consider coming along to the anniversary dinner over Labour Weekend, should be fun. 
The anniversary book is very close to going to the printer and it is our plan that all financial members will receive a 
copy so make sure your address is up to date in the system. If you need help with this please contact a committee 
member. We are extending an invitation to ex-members to attend the anniversary dinner so if you know anyone 
please give them the “heads up”. 
 
Finally a big thank you to all the club members who have supported me over the last year, it has been fun. 
 
Regards, Ralph Dobson, CCVC President 
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CLUB CLOTHING 

John Vruink on behalf of the club has 
been investigating club branded clothing 
for members to purchase. He  
typically has samples at club night and 
there is usually a few members model-
ling various items on trips. 
 
Cap  
Navy/White   $15 
 
Beanie           
Navy 3059  $20 
 
Hoodie - Pullover          
Navy  - Unisex  
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $69 
 
Hoodie - Zip Front          
Navy - Unisex  
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $75 
 
Soft Shell Jacket   
Black  
Mens & Womens Sizes $110 
 
Polo Shirt   
Navy/White 
Mens & Womens Sizes 
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $40 
 
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt 
Navy - Mens & Womens sizes 
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $16.50 
 
Oilskin Vest  
50th Anniversary Logo. 
Mens Only Size  $120 
 
Oilskin Jacket 
50th Anniversary Logo. 
Mens Only Size  $145 
 
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt 
Grey with Deadwood Logo 
Mens & Womens Sizes. $25 
 
Agri Station Boundary Jersey 
50th Anniversary Logo 
Mens Only Size $110 
 
http://www.ccvc.org.nz/Club-clothing  
 
 
 
.   

http://www.ccvc.org.nz/Club-clothing
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OFFICER NOMINATION FORM 

Notice of Annual General Meeting  
 

Cross Country Vehicle Club  
(Wellington) Incorporated.  

 
Notice is hereby given that the 

 
2021  

 
Annual General Meeting 

  
of the  

 
Cross Country Vehicle Club 
(Wellington) Incorporated  

will be held on 
  

Wednesday 12th May 2020  
 

at the  
 

Naenae Bowling Club,  
25 Vogel Street, Naenae.  

 
The AGM will be held in associa-
tion with the monthly club night 

starting at 7:30pm.  
 
 

Shaun Ross Club Secretary 

AGM NOMINATION FORM 2021 

2021 CLUB OFFICER NOMINATION FORM  

Its that time of year when you can nominate someone  to join the committee or if you are interested in joining 

you can get someone to nominate you. 
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ANNIVERSAY WEEKEND  - SAVE THE DATE! 

50th Anniversary  
Weekend 

 
Labour Weekend 

2021 
 

You will be able to book these 
events from next month.  

 
More details and costs for events 
will be available through our web-

site from June. 
 

Friday 22nd - Old timers run Rallywoods  
 
Saturday 23rd - Day trip location TBA  
 
Sunday 24th - 3/4 Day Trip TBA 
 
Sunday Evening - 50th Anniversary Dinner 
Silverstream Retreat 6:00pm to 11:30pm  
Combined with CCVC awards evening and 
new Life Member presentations.  
 
Monday 25th - 1/2 day trip with BBQ  
 
Accommodation Motel style rooms are availa-
ble at Silverstream Retreat 3 Reynolds Bach 
Drive, Stokes Valley, Lower Hutt Phone 04 562 
9080 or 0800 800 499  
Email: info@staywithus.co.nz  
Accommodation is limited, if you wish to stay at 
Silverstream Retreat please contact them 
directly. Booking reference Cross Country 
Vehicle Club 50th Anniversary  
 
Dinner Registration Club members via the 
club web site  from 2021 June 
Non members contact 50years@ccvc.org.nz  
 
Costs for dinner will be sent out next month. 
 
If you know of any past members who would 
like to come please let them know they can 
register via email 50years@ccvc.org.nz 

What's in this dry bag? 

Come along to our  

50th Anniversary Dinner 

on  

Sunday 24th October 2021 

to find out. 
 

All paid up members who attend the dinner  

will receive a free goodie bag with a few  

4wd friendly goodies inside. 
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Story by Shaun Ross, Photos by Denise Ross 
 
I had my work cut out for me to get my first trip published after being approved as a trip leader at the March commit-
tee meeting. We already had plans to travel to Lake Waikaremoana during the April School Holidays, so it made 
sense to publish this as a trip and provide other club members with the opportunity to join us and the Gwilliam clan 
on a back country road trip. Unfortunately we had no takers due to the short notice and the length of the trip. My 
future trips will definitely have more notice.  
 
Haydn and I both had some last minute work commitments that necessitated shortening our original trip plan. This 
provided an ideal opportunity to publish a special ANZAC Day trip, which proved very successful (see that trip report 
elsewhere).  
 
We met up with Haydn and the girls in Pahiatua for lunch on Wednesday afternoon. After grabbing a few last minute 
essentials, we headed for the coast. We stopped at Pipinui Falls on the Makuri River alongside Coonoor Road.  
 
Towai Road provided some great views over the Wairarapa hills and new plantations before we made our way to 
Waihi Falls where we enjoyed afternoon tea. This is a spectacular waterfall. Definitely worth another visit when the 
Waihi Stream is in flood. 
 
We then turned onto Weber Road, which is part of Route 52. This is probably the worst paved road in New Zealand. 
We eventually arrived at Wimbledon. Yes, this place is related to the other much more famous place of the same 
name, The relationship dates back to when Wimbledon was famous for rifle shooting. As sunset was approaching, 
we decided to have dinner at the hotel. The friendly proprietors prepared some delicious meals for us. We then made 
our way to camp on the beach near Porangahau, stopping along the way to take a photo of the longest place name 
in the world. 

 

  

TO THE LAKE AND BACK 
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We woke to a clear morning and a stunning view of the beach. We could now see the waves that had lulled us to 
sleep through the night. After packing up and getting the trailers hitched, we headed north along the coast popping in 
at Blackhead Beach before making our way to Kairakau Beach for morning tea. This is an iconic Kiwi beach with a 
great campsite at a sheltered river mouth that offers great swimming and fishing spots.  

After enjoying some welcome refreshments, we made our way to Hastings via the base of Te Mata Peak, where the 
controversial track that was cut into the hillside is still visible. We enjoyed driving along the  tree lined roads showing 
off their splendid autumn colours. After refuelling the vehicles and the people we  continued our journey north along 
SH2 until we came to the Mohaka Viaduct at Ruapunga. 
 

We turned inland following Putere Road to Lake Rotoroa and Lake Rotonuiaha where we found a quaint school sign. 

TO THE LAKE AND BACK  - Continued 
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Ruapapa Road was a little muddy due to the resurfacing work being carried out. We just took it nice and slow to avoid 
sliding off the road. We eventually reached SH38 and made our way the hill, reaching Lake Waikaremoana just after 
sunset. Another night arriving at camp in the dark. Fortunately the trailers are really easy to set up. It wasn’t long before 
we were enjoying our sundowners.  
 
Lake Waikaremoana is a really special place and is about as remote as you can get on the North Island. It is the deep-
est lake on the North Island, formed by a slip about 2200 years ago. A series of three hydroelectric power stations gen-
erate about 138MW of electricity from the outflow from the lake. 
 
Friday morning started with a hearty cooked breakfast and exploring  the well setup campground. We then headed out 
to explore the area around the power stations. We were hoping to drive a powerline track but ran into a locked gate, 
Plan B was just following our noses down the back roads in the area before making our way to Wairoa for lunch on the 
river bank. We then made our way back to camp exploring the boat ramp and area around the intake on the way. It was 
great sharing sundowners back at camp at sunset. 

Saturday was a big road day. We headed north from camp through some pristine countryside. A great view of Mokau 
Falls about 10km north of camp. The road is very twisty and going is quite slow with trailers in tow. It took us about 2 
hours to drive the 60km to Ruahatahuna. The toilets and fresh coffee were a welcome site. We continued north to Tau-
po. Having spent the last few days away from the maddening crowd we didn’t have the energy for all of the crowds, so 
continued on to Turangi for fuel and lunch. Then it was time to find camp. We opted to check in at the Whakapapa 
Campground for two nights. 
 
Sunday was spent doing the 42 Traverse (read about this trip elsewhere).  
 
Before we knew it and we were packing up on Monday morning to head back to Wellington. We opted to take the scenic 
route that is Whangaehu Valley Road. The most challenging part was towing the trailers over Burma Hill. The views of 
the river and cliffs were stunning. Lunch was enjoyed along the way. This was a great weekend enjoying some of the 
best scenery that the North Island has to offer.  
 
If you want to explore New Zealand’s back roads and discover some hidden gems, then keep a lookout for our next trip. 
We look forward to having you join us on our next adventure over Queen’s Birthday Weekend.   
 
 

 

 

TO THE LAKE AND BACK  - Continued 
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42 TRANSVERSE FOR THE 3rd TIME - Anzac Weekend 

Words by Shaun Ross and photos by Denise Ross 
 
In our 50th Anniversary year, CCVC club members have been able to drive the 42 Traverse on 3 separate occasions. This 
trip came about as part of my first trip as a CCVC Trip Leader. I decided to open up this day of my longer touring trip (see 
the story about “To the lake and back” elsewhere) to other interested members. David, Heath, Wayne and his family drove 
up to National Park to joined the Gwilliam and Ross families on ANZAC Day.  We all took a moment to pay our respects 
and remember those who served during the First and Second World Wars at the National Park memorial. This memorial 
was erected at the intersection of SH4 and SH47 to commemorate the 9000 members of the Legion of Frontiersmen killed 
during WW1. 
With the drivers’ briefing and other formalities out of the way, our convoy consisting of two Land Cruisers, two Hiluxes and 
a Jimny moved out. We made our way to Kapoors Road, which was riddled with potholes. We decided to stop earlier than 
planned to air down. This made the ride a lot more comfortable navigating all of the bumps. There was quite a lot of traffic 
heading towards the 42 Traverse, which wasn’t unexpected as this was the last weekend before the track closed to vehi-
cles for the winter. 
 
Heading north, the track drops 500m from one end to the other while crossing a number of ridge lines along the way. The 
track is an easy drive this season following extensive maintenance done by DOC and Friends of the 42 late in 2020, even 
when slightly wet after the recent rain. The DOC cycling profile chart provides useful information about key landmarks.  
 
We stopped for morning tea at the gorge lookout. The views were partly obscured by the lingering clouds. After enjoying 
our welcome refreshments, we continued northwards. Lunch was enjoyed at a widening in the track. Several other convoys 
of trucks passed us while we enjoyed our sandwiches.  

 
We reached Owhango not long after lunch. Haydn and Heath decided to call it a day and bid us farewell. Dave and Wayne 
were keen to tackle the return trip, which turned out to be a bit more challenging.  
 
We encountered a lot of opposing traffic, necessitating finding suitable places to pull off the track to allow the other vehi-
cles to pass. We also encountered some novices on the track. They were struggling to navigate the only slippery section of 
the track. The Navara kept slipping into the drainage ditch. It turned out the tyres were still at highway pressure. After help-
ing deflate the tyres and providing some useful tips, they managed to get over the little obstacle. A new Jimny driver wait-
ing for us to pass warned us to avoid a hole in the track and was taken aback when the Toyotas just drove through the 
hole without any drama. The joy of big tyres! 
 
We stopped at the viewpoint for afternoon tea. The clouds had lifted and we could see all of the surrounding peaks. The 
sound of a raunchy 80 series could be heard approaching. It turned out to be a “Dirty 30” lookalike. We headed out back 
on the track shortly after, stopping at the junction with SH47 to air up.  
 
The 42 Traverse lived up to expectations yet again. Every trip has been different and has been a memorable experience 
for those involved. If you haven’t had a chance to do this iconic track, be sure to sign up when you see it in the calendar 
next season. Highly recommended! 
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Round 3 of the Club Truck Challenge was held in Colyton at the same site as the National Trials was recently held 
at.  The pics show some of the action over the day where there was a lot of traction but some steep sections which 
were also pegged quite tight.  Hazard 3 in particular cost two tyres and a power steering system but everyone 
plugged on to finish the day. 
  
The final round for this years season is due to be held in Taihape on May 16, miss it and you will have to wait until the 
restart in October. 
 
Andrew Gee 

CZ CLUB TRUCK CHALLENGE  

CENTRAL ZONE CLUB TRUCK CHALLENGE Sunday 16th May 2021  
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HMH Ltd has a core range of winching 
equipment.  
We provide the full range of wire rope from 
small dainty 1.5 mm stainless to heavy duty 
26 mm galvanised rigging rope. 
All wire rope can be configured to your own 
specifications – with customised attachments 
to allow you to rig up our wire rope for a rock 
concert or attach a heavy duty shackle to drag 
a train out of a swamp.  We’ll create ‘eyes’, 
(loops) in each end, make them tightly swaged 
for perfect functionality. 
HMH Ltd also has a comprehensive range 
of synthetic and natural fibre ropes – which 
we can cut to any length.  We have everything 
from high strength Dyneema winch rope, 
shock and sash chord, to basic polyester and 
nylon rope. 
http://howardmaterialhandling.co.nz/products/ 
 
47 Port Road, 
Seaview, 
Lower Hutt. 
 
Ph: +64 4 568 5889 
Email: sales@howardmaterialhandling.co.nz 
 

 
Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group (www.Bridon-
Bekaert.com) is the world’s premier supplier of 
mission-critical advanced cords and ropes. As 
a leading innovator, developer and producer 
of the best performing ropes and advanced 
cords globally, the Group provides superior 
value solutions to the oil & gas, mining, crane, 
elevator and other industrial sectors. Two of 
the most enduring wire and rope pioneers 
joined forces in 2016 to make this ambition 
real. Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group has a glob-
al manufacturing footprint and employs ap-
proximately 2 500 people worldwide. 
 

WELLINGTON 
57 Cuba Street 
Petone  
Wellington 
 
Tel:  04 568 4384 
Email: wtnsales@bridoncookes.co.nz 
National Free Phone: 0508 274 366  

http://howardmaterialhandling.co.nz/products/
mailto:sales@howardmaterialhandling.co.nz
mailto:wtnsales@bridoncookes.co.nz
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What better to do on your honeymoon then an iconic NZ 4WD track like Thompsons Track! Well that is exactly what we did, 
Emma and I got married on the Saturday and on the Monday we were winding our way up the Thompsons track from the Mata-
mata side. 
 
We had of course done our homework first, as we were driving solo and did not want to drive into a giant bog hole. I had talked 
to a friend at the Manawatu club who had done it last year and knows our truck. He said yeah we should be able to do it no 
issues as long as it had not had too much rain. He also gave me the contact details of the guy that lives at the start of the track 
and regularly drives it in his own 4WD to get current conditions. The local guy said that we would be fine and the first corner 
was the worst of it which was fairly accurate, although I would say the first few corners not just the first one. 
 
When we arrived, the beginning of the track did look a bit sloppy, so we aired down to 20psi and was thankful to have MT’s on. 
Indeed when we turned the first corner there was a long deep rut with a big step at the end which did not look like it would be 
drivable without winching, however there was room on the left that looked OK. We took the left line and had no issues. It al-
ready promised being a fun track, the question remained if it was doable without winching.  
 
There was another step soon after that you had to go up, but a little bit of momentum and a bit of right foot and we popped up. 
The mud had a hard base so it was fun, but not too bogy. There were plenty of spots where you needed to think about your 
line. If you wanted to there were some ruts and bogs you could have spent some time trying to get through, but there were 
options for most of them and where there weren't they were quite doable. I did not get to use the new in-cabin mounted winch 
controls which was definitely welcomed by Emma!  
 
We did catch up with a Safari which drove up the side of the track so we could pass him. We never saw him again so think he 
was just playing in the mud. For us it was not too long before we were past most of the mud, however just when we seemed to 
be past all the mud there was one last obstacle. A long wide climb that had a pine tree lying across it. Someone had cut a 
section out but only just wide enough to get a 4WD through so of course being muddy it had rutted out. I initially tried to stay to 
the right with the intention of dropping into it as late as possible but it turned out that it was too slippery and I could not actually 
get into it with the truck just sledging towards the tree, had to reverse back for a bit until I could drop in and just hope that we 
did not bottom out. Thankfully we did not and it was actually quite an easy drive up the ruts just could not get out of them until 
we were most of the way up the section. 
  
Before long we came out into cleared forestry and it was mostly gravel roads. There were a number of play areas and we saw 
another truck which was playing. We carried on and the track went back into the bush as it continued to climb. Eventually it 
opened out again and I saw what I had seen in photos from the Manawatu clubs trip. Some massive deep ruts climbing steeply 
up the hill. They were dry so I thought I would poke our nose up one and see how it was. I picked the right line and it started off 
well, but then it started leaning more to the right. It started looking like we would be doing panel damage if we continued so I 
parked and hopped out for a look. I could see that although the middle track had looked a bit hairy from the bottom it was not 
actually too bad and was not leaning like the other lines were. So back in the truck and a careful reverse back down the line we 
were on. I then started up the middle line and sure enough although it was tight and a bit cross axled most of the way up we 
were able to just crawl up it. 
 
When we got to the top there was an open area and in front a sign saying END OF TRACK IN 30M (or thereabouts). There 
were some slightly gnarly looking tracks going up the hill which I thought… no will pass on that as is the end anyway. I took a 
couple of photos of the truck and when I turned around Emma had vanished. I figured she must have walked up, so walked up 
too and sure enough she had gone to what turned out to be the top and absolutely a stunning lookout.   
 
The track indeed did stop at the edge of a very, very steep slope. If it was not a cliff it was doing a good job of looking like one. 
From here you could see both sides of the range. After admiring the views, I asked Emma about walking down and she said 
that she was not sure how her knees would handle the walk, so having now walked up the hill, I felt I would be able to get the 
truck up without too much trouble. The line that looked the least intimidating did have a big hole in the middle where trucks 
were obviously getting cross axled and digging it out, however I could see that if I kept the wheels on either side it would not be 
bad.  
 
I walked back down, jumped in the truck and headed back up again. I just crawled towards the step just below the hole. It did 
look a bit steeper again, but the Prado crawled up with just a couple of chirps on the stone and just as I thought keeping the 
hole in the middle worked like a treat and I was up. I was quite careful turning around as I really had no interest in getting close 
to the drop off. I picked up Emma and we crawled back down the first part. We then drove back down the same rut that we had 
come up. I saw the track that headed off towards the Katikati side which from the videos I have seen is seriously mad. 
 
We had no issues going back down. Right before the end we did get to watch two guys on motocross bikes trying to get around 
that first corner and both finishing up falling off and having to walk their bikes onto the step to the side. 
The truck had definitely stopped being shiny clean and I had to dig the mud away from the valve stems so that I could re-inflate 
the tires before we hit the road.  
 
Final thoughts? What an awesome track! Nothing damaging although you would want a truck with some barwork, but there 
were still plenty of mud and technical challenges. Long enough to keep you busy for a few hours but still doable in half a day. 
Would definitely go back and would love to do it with some other trucks so you could give some of the more challenging lines a 
go. I am not sure if the playgrounds towards the top are sanctioned or not.. If it is then you could spend a good few hours there 
I am sure. For sure one of the top tracks in the North Island that I know of. We will definitely be back. 

THOMPSON TRACK HONEYMOON 



 

 

 CCVC Online Store for Club  

Merchandise (Clothing etc). 

 
The clubs “Online Store” is now active and is 
the preferred method for members to order 
club clothing and any other club merchandise 
that may be available from time to time. 
 
The Online Store is a module of the clubs 
Wild Apricot membership database and it 
allows members to: 

View all products available (photo). 
Order the products online. 
Pay for the products online. 

 
There are currently two catalogues in the 
store: 

Club Clothing. 
50th Anniversary Products. 

There is also a clothing size guide. 
 
Clothing Delivery. 
The preferred method for clothing delivery is 
to have the products shipped to you by couri-
er directly from the embroiders. There is a 
charge of $9.50 for this (built into the system) 
however it means that you will receive the 
products within a day or so of them being 
produced by the embroiders. 
 
There is also an option to pick up the goods 
at (say) club night however, the clubs prefer-
ence is to have them forwarded directly to 
you. 
 
Payment for Goods. 
Payment for the goods is currently set for 
“online only” allowing you to use your credit 
card (or Paypal account) and the funds will be 
automatically credited to the Clubs Paypal 
account. 
 
Other payment methods are not currently 
available through the website however, if you 
need to make payment using another meth-
od, please discuss the issue with the Store 
Manager John Vruink. 
 
Note:  Payment is required before the 
goods will be ordered from the supplier.  
 
Where to find the Store. 
The store is located in the clubs website 
under the “Memberzone” tab. You will need to 
be signed into the website in order to see it as 
it is only visible to CCVC Members. 
 
Additional Information and Instructions. 
The front page of the store contains infor-
mation and instructions regarding the use of 
the store and it is highly desirable that you 
read this prior to completing an order.  
This is particularly important when it comes to 
completing the order and making payment as 
you need to follow a particular sequence to 
successfully complete the ordering process. It 
is simple if you follow the process (built into 
the module) but very frustrating if you short 
cut it. 
 
We know that it is often said that men do 
not read instructions but in this case 
PLEASE DO as it will save you a lot of 
frustration and confusion in the long run. 
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50 years of Friendship, Fun & Four Wheel Driving 
 

The book is almost complete -  Each paid up club member will receive a free copy. However there may 

be people who want more than one, or previous members or family who may want a copy of the book.  

 

We are taking pre-orders of the book for any extra copies people may want. You can do this though our 

online store on wild apricot. If you know of any one else who may like to order a book, such as previous 

club members or family members of club members please let them know. The cut off date for orders will 

be the 1st of August 2021. 

 

Cost $20 plus postage and packaging. Alternatively the book could be picked up at out November 

or  December club nights. (Or at the Anniversary Dinner if you are attending) 

 

Delivery will be from 1st November 2021 

A5 size, 250 plus pages of which 20 plus are full coloured 

 

The book covers 50 years of CCVC trips and charity work.  Has a brief histories of Odlins Road, Rally-

woods and the Deadwood Safari. Includes a list of current club members as well as all Club award win-

ners and Committee members since the beginning of the club. (Where there are records) And plenty of 

photos - you may feature in it. 

50 YEARS BOOK UPDATE 



 

APRIL 2021 TRIPS & EVENTS: 

13 

To book for trips now go to http://www.ccvc.org.nz/New-Full-Club-Calendar  

 

Wednesday 12th PRE CLUB NIGHT DINNER 

NAENAE BOWLING CLUB 
25 Vogel Street, Lower Hutt 

All Welcome 

Ralph Dobson 

5:30 

Wednesday 12th CCVC CLUB NIGHT  

NAENAE BOWLING CLUB & AGM 
25 Vogel Street, Lower Hutt 

All Welcome 

Ralph Dobson 

7:30 

 
Saturday 15th SHINY - FAMILY SHINY 

BBQ at Red Rocks with a Historical Bent 
A day trip finishing with Club supplied BBQ sausage, early afternoon, ( bring own drinks etc ) along with 
a rolling presentation of known historical points of interest on the South Coast  
 
Sunday 16th SHINY - CLUB 4x4 

AKATAWARAS WITH DD 
Book with DD 
 
Saturday 22nd USE YOUR WINCH DAY 

WHITEMANS VALLEY 
This is a ‘use your winch day’ as a couple of the tracks are cut up. Hopefully it’ll have some rain on 
it just to make it more challenging.  
 

Wednesday 26th CVC COMMITTEE  
PORIRUA CLUB 

Ralph Dobson 

7:30 

 
Sunday 29th FAMILY SHINY  

ORONGORONGOS Monthly Trip 
All Welcome  
 
Sunday 29th NZFWDA AGM & 

CONFERENCE  

CCVC Hosting 

 

 

For more events refer to our  

 Website www.ccvc.org.nz or our  

Facebook page www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/ 

 

 
 
 

JUNE 2021 TRIPS & EVENTS 

  
Wednesday 9th CCVC CLUB NIGHT 

CLUB NIGHT  
NAENAE BOWLING CLUB 
All welcome 
 
Sunday 13th SHINY - CLUB 4x4 

AKATAWARAS WITH DD 
Book with DD 
 
Sunday 20th FAMILY SHINY  

ORONGORONGOS Monthly Trip 
All Welcome  
 
Saturday 26th & 27th SHINY 4x4 

TAUANUI STREAM OVERNIGHTER 

Wednesday 30th CVC COMMITTEE  
PORIRUA CLUB 

Ralph Dobson 

7:30 

 

JULY 2021 TRIPS & EVENTS 

Saturday 10th SHINY - CLUB 4x4 

ODLINS WITH DD 
Book with DD 
  
Sunday 11h FAMILY SHINY  

AKATATRAWA Monthly Trip 
All Welcome  
 
Wednesday 14th CCVC CLUB NIGHT 

CLUB NIGHT  
NAENAE BOWLING CLUB 
All welcome 
 
Saturday 24th FAMILY SHINY  

ORONGORONGOS Monthly Trip 
All Welcome  
 
Sunday 25th SHINY - CLUB 4x4 

AKATAWARAS WITH DD 
Book with DD 
 

Wednesday 28th CVC COMMITTEE  
PORIRUA CLUB 

Ralph Dobson 

7:30 
 
 
Keep an eye on the trips as new trips 
are being added all the time. 
 
Keen to be a trip leader so we can run 
more trips? Talk to one of our current tri 
leader about how to be one, 
 
 

http://www.ccvc.org.nz/New-Full-Club-Calendar
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Cross Country Vehicle Club Wellington Incorporated (CCVC or Club) organises and runs 4WD trips and 
events that cover terrain of various degrees of difficulty. Club members and visitors that participate have 
differing levels of off-road driving skills and experience and their vehicles have differing degrees of off-road 
capability. 

As a guide to participants, the level of difficulty of each trip is identified in advance as falling into one or 
more of the pre-defined Trip Categories. The Trip Categories are defined as:  

Touring Class Travelling on back country roads accessible to the General Public. Limited “off road” travel 
may occur but only where appropriate to vehicles on the trip;   

Family Shiny Introductory level “off road” trip; 

Shiny 4x4 More challenging “off road” trip; 

Club 4x4 Specialist vehicles and equipment required, also additional driver skills; 

Hard Yakka The most difficult terrain, requiring significant driver and vehicle capability. 

Safety issues can arise if drivers have inappropriate skills, experience or vehicle capability for any given trip. 

CCVC has defined the guidelines set out in this document, describing driver skills and experience pre-
requisites for participation in club trips and events in order to optimise safety to the greatest extent possible 
and practicable. 

Membership of CCVC 

To become a member of CCVC a driver must attend three (3) trips of either the “Touring Class” or “Family 
Shiny” category trip.  

Once these trips have been completed and the “Application for Membership” submitted, the prospective new 
member’s application will be considered through the Club’s new member approval process. 

Advancing through the trip categories 

In order to advance to a “harder” trip category, members are expected to have participated in a minimum of 
two (2) trips in the previous category. Members are to advise the Trip Leader when they attend their first trip 
of the next category up. 

Members will be required to have attended a club training event, as determined by the Club from time to 
time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a category of “Shiny 4x4” or above. 

The member must also be judged as being capable to participate in this level of trip by the Trip Leader. 

A Trip Leader has the absolute right to exclude a member from a trip if the they believe that the trip is be-
yond the capability of either the member and/or their vehicle and that participation in the trip has the poten-
tial to place the member, their vehicle or other persons participating in the trip in any form of danger due to 
the Member and/or their vehicles unsuitability. 

The Trip Leaders decision on the day is final and can only be contested via the clubs “Complaints Process” 
as set out in item 51 of the Clubs Rules (Constitution). 

To participate in any trip other than “Touring Class” members vehicles must have a current CCVC Vehicle 
inspection sticker. 

Note: Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the trip in-
volves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in order to partici-
pate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category in order to exclude non mem-
bers). 
 
 

 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

 
16 May 2021 

Suzuki Extreme 4x4 Challenge  
 

Held at 2278 SH3 Turakina it will fea-
ture the top 10 drivers from the 
2020/2021 National 4x4 Trials sea-
son.   Again the top 10 drivers and 
vehicles will get automatic entry 
through the new drivers qualification 
system plus any new top 10 place 
getters from the 2020/21 season 
meaning only the best from the NZFW-
DA National series drivers & 4x4 Trials 
competition vehicles in the country are 
eligible.    We have some big changes 
in store for this event. 12 courses... all 
with a pre-determined time limit to 
complete. Competitors can stop, re-
verse and attempt obstacles multiple 
times if needed. If they don't exit in the 
allowed time they will receive the low-
est points score on that course. There 
may be random singular yellow flexi 
pegs positioned within the course at 
strategic places. These will either be 
placed vertically or horizontal (ie to 
jump over)...10 seconds added per 
yellow flexi touched. Top points will be 
awarded to the fastest time on each 
course, ie 1000 points. 950 points 
awarded to 2nd fastest and so on and 
so on. We are proud to have Suzuki 
back on board as our naming rights 
sponsor, as they have been for the last 
6 years. With awesome spectator 
viewing, live commentary, steep hills, 
vertical banks, massive jumps, mud 
and speed, combined with good food, 
easy spectator viewing and live com-
mentary all makes for a fantastic day 
out with mates and family.  
Lock the date in your diaries now.  
See the Suzuki Extreme 4x4 Chal-
lenge(link is external) Facebook page 
for more info.. 

TRIP CATEGORIES 

https://nz4wd.co.nz/events/suzuki-extreme-4x4-challenge-4
https://www.facebook.com/Suzuki-Extreme-4x4-Challenge-1669874596563466/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Suzuki-Extreme-4x4-Challenge-1669874596563466/?fref=nf


 

TRAINING: 
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Training takes place on every trip and Trip Leaders will try to provide support and instruction 
(as appropriate) to prospective and new members attending each trip. 
 
This may be done either by the trip leader or by having an experienced Club Member take the 
individual “under their wing” (so to speak) for the period of the trip. 
 
Training events for specific aspects of 4WD’ing will be organised by the Club from time to time. 
 
As from the effective date of this document, attendance at a Club driver training event will no 
longer be a prerequisite to joining the club. 
 
Members will be required to have attended a Club training event, as determined by 
the Club from time to time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a 
category of “Shiny 4x4” or above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safety is paramount in everything the club does and to this end the Club has a vehicle 
inspection regime where members vehicles are inspected by appointed CCVC Vehicle 
Inspectors to ensure that the vehicles meet the specific requirements as set out in the various 
Club documents (e.g. CCVC-SAFETY-0002 Minimum Standards for Tow Hook Mounting). 
 
A vehicle inspection sticker is valid for two (2) years from the date of issue. 
CCVC requires that all CCVC Members vehicles participating in any trip category other than 
Touring Class trips have a current CCVC Vehicle Inspection sticker. Members vehicles not 
having a current sticker displayed cannot participate in trips/events. 
 
The Trip Leader/Event Organiser has no discretion in this regard except: 
Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the 
trip involves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in 
order to participate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category 
in order to exclude non members). 
 
As from the effective date of this document, having a vehicle inspected and obtaining a vehicle 
inspection sticker for the vehicle will no longer be a prerequisite to joining the Club. 
Members and prospective members can judge for themselves which trips are appropriate for 
them however the Trip Leader has the final say as to whether a person or vehicle can 
participate in any trip or event. 
 
It is recommended that novices on Family Shiny trips and Members new to the Shiny 4x4 
category make themselves known to the Trip Leader so they can be allocated a “buddy” to 
guide and assist them during the trip. 

VEHICLE INSPECTORS 

 

Antony Hargreaves 
Kane Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
Hawkins St, Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Pete Beckett 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St, Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Grant Guy 
G Guy Motors 
41 Hutt Road, Pipitea, Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Ash Senior 
Kaizen Works 
Unit 6/141 Hutt Park Rd, Lower Hutt 
04 568 2796  
 
Dayal Landy  
Gold Coast Mechanical  
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu  
Ph. 04 902 9244  
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turn-
ing up for an inspection! 

VEHICLE INSPECTIONS 



CCVC LIFE MEMBERS 
Tom Adams   
Leith Bean  
Stuart Brown  
Andi Cockroft 
Mike Gall  
John Hughes  
Heather Jeffery  
Steve Lacey  
Colin Landy 
Phil Lewton  
Bruce Mulhare  
Raynor Mulhare  
Peter Osborne  
Ross Perkins 
Grant Purdie  
  
 

ROLL OF HONOR 
The Roll of honour celebrates life 
members of the club who have 
passed away. 

 
Bob Jeffery 
George Bean 
Peter Boniface 
Ron Oliver 
Vern Lill 
Steve O’Callaghan 
Ron Wadham 
Owen Farqhar 
Ron Johnson 
Graham Barr 
Tony Street 
 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President  Ralph Dobson  
Vice President  John Parfitt  
Treasurer  Frank Allen   
Club Captain  Neil Blackie 
Secretary Shaun Ross 
  

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Competition Officer  Ralph Dobson  

Driver Training Officer  Phil Green   

Entertainment Officer John Vruink 

Central Zone Delegate John Vruink 

Membership Officer  John Parfitt   

Trip Coordinator  John Parfitt 

Magazine Editor Officer Penne Durdle 

Social Media Officer  Penne Durdle 

Vehicle Inspector Liaison Officer     
Duncan Grocott 

Sponsor Liaison Officer Ron Gardner 

Committee             Megan Koornneef 

  David Sole 

      

 

  

CLUB NOTICES  

CLUB MEMBERS ONLY CLOSED FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

The club members only Facebook page is active! We had 50 members sign up in the first 24hours. 
Some members have found the link broken. This will be because the email the CCVC has for you is 

different from your Facebook email. If you want to join then just send your Facebook email to: 

                                                   missmuddypenne@gmail.com 

Club members are using it as a way to share photos of trips—I know not everyone uses Facebook but if 

you do and haven't managed to sign up it’s a good way to see what other members are up to. 

 

CLUB ASSETS 

 

The Club has purchased various assets over the years, mainly for use on Club events or to facilitate the 
smooth running of the Club. At the discretion of the Committee these assets may be borrowed by Club 
members for non-club purposes.  An approach for use should be made to the Clubs Asset Manager, 

Duncan Grocott,  mailto:assets@ccvc.org.nz 

 

The main assets are: 

 

Marquee     

Water pump/blaster (useful for cleaning trucks) 

Six handheld radio’s on club frequencies (used on training days 

Portable gas BBQ 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome to the following new/returning members: 

 

Ant Reid 

 

So far 23 New Members this year—27 to go to reach or 50 new members goal 
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mailto:assets@ccvc.org.nz


MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 

This is your magazine so it can only be 

as good as the contributions you make!!  

We need any articles, trip reports, pho-

tos, puzzles, technical items, “How-

to’s”, etc. these are to be in the hands 

of the editor by the end of each  

calendar month.  

Please email to 

missmuddypenne@gmail.com 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed 

in this magazine are those of the con-

tributors and not necessarily those of 

the club, it’s executive or committee 

members. Publication of maintenance 

techniques or mechanical modifications 

should be weighed against generally 

accepted procedures and the Club 

should not be considered an authority 

in this area.  

The mention of products, service proce-

dures or service organisations herein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Official Magazine of 

The Cross Country Vehicle Club 

(Wellington) Inc. 

PO Box 38-762,  

Te Puni 5045,  

Wellington 

www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/ 

www.ccvc.org.nz 
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CCVC CLUB MEMBERS PHOTOS & VIDEOS 
 

We are always keen to share club member’s trip photos and videos at club night, in the club magazine 

and on our Facebook page 

 

Here are some simple guidelines to make it easy for everyone: 

 

• Pick your best 6 to 10 photos 

• Save the images as a jpg  

• Please resized to 1920 x 1080 pixels (or use a lower resolution on your camera) 

• Please don’t put the photos on a website in an email or in a pdf file as it makes it hard to extract the 
images. 

 

We are always looking for 4WD related video clips, PowerPoint presentations, YouTube listings, etc. that 

can be shown on club night – we have the technology! 

 

CLUB NIGHT CONTENT: 

Brendan needs all material by 7.00pm on the Friday night prior to Club night to allow sufficient time to 

prepare the data show. If you have a “ready to show” USB stick with sequenced, correctly rotated photos 

and or video or PowerPoint presentation, these could be given to Brendan on the night, but please con-

tact Brendon prior to arrange. If you have any questions please contact Brendon. 

 
Please Email them to photos@ccvc.org.nz – most email systems have a limit of 10MB so use an online 
service like files.fm or put them on USB key 

 

Contact details: Brendon Millard 

  (027 2235705)  

   

MAGAZINE & SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT: 

Penne needs trip reports, photos and any other content by the 1st of each month to allow sufficient time 

to put them into the magazine. Thanks to those who contributed content to this months magazine. 

 

Please email missmuddypenne@gmail.com. 

 

50 Anniversary: 

 

Thanks to all the people who have contributed to the book so far we are on the home straight 

 

Please email 50years@ccvc.org.nz if you have anything you would like to contribute. 

 

CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS 
 
The Club uses a series of radio call signs in the Kxxx series to meet our licence requirements. Once you 
get on a trip you soon know what call sign is tail end charlie etc for the day. But basically if you don’t yet 
have a Call Sign you are not authorised to use the Club radio licence. 
 
Call signs are available to financial members on request to  
database@ccvc.org.nz  
 

So if you have purchased a suitable radio for CCVC use, make sure you get a call sign allocated 

 

 

   
  

 

  

mailto:photos@ccvc.org.nz
http://files.fm/
mailto:50years@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz

