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THE PRESIDENTS PIECE
I guessing the magazine is with you prior to club night, please come along to the final meeting of 2020 and
pick up your CCVC 50th Anniversary calendar. Penne Durdle has done a great job putting this together along
with the trip leaders who will be running the trips over a busy 2021. You may notice that no competitions are
listed, we have Phil Gibbons working on this as we now require resource consent which we are working
through, I’m confident we will run a couple of rounds in 2021 so keep an eye on the web site for updates.
At the Nov club night we awarded prizes to the winners of the photo competition, we now have a large number
of historic photos on file. One of the photos submitted by Barry and Tony Insul sparked a memory from some
years ago so I thought I’d share a little local history on Nugent’s Retreat in Oteranga Bay, see article later in
the magazine.
The National AGM has come and gone, this year it was via a video link which didn’t allow for any mix and
mingle with other delegates. This year there was some unrest in the 4x4 community around the introduction of
new rules by the NZFWDA in reaction to the judge’s comments when fining the Valley Club and the Association over the Deadwood Safari consent issues. The national president, Neville Dunton, talked about constitutional changes deferred until next years conference and the need to visit regions explaining what the thinking
is behind them. No further comments from the delegates was forthcoming at the meeting but since then a
request was received from an affiliated club for funds to help get a legal ruling on the rule changes. The committee discussed and considered the request and although we see the need for further discussion on the
wording of the changes we have decided to decline the request and allow the NZFWDA an opportunity to
clarify what they are looking to achieve.
A big thanks goes out to the club members involved in the recent LANDSAR exercise in the Akatarawa Forest.
Not only Dave D and Brett Smidt with their trucks but also the guys setting up the radios and the team of regular SAR members who are also in CCVC.
Enjoy the Christmas festivities, stay safe and please drive sensibly over what will be a super busy Christmas
break.
Ralph Dobson
CCVC President
K182

CLUB CLOTHING
John Vruink on behalf of the club has
been investigating club branded clothing for members to purchase. He
typically has samples at club night and
there is usually a few members modelling various items on trips.
Cap
Navy/White

$15

Beanie
Navy 3059

$20

Hoodie - Pullover
Navy - Unisex
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $69
Hoodie - Zip Front
Navy - Unisex
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $75
Soft Shell Jacket
Black
Mens & Womens Sizes

$110

Polo Shirt
Navy/White
Mens & Womens Sizes
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $40
Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt
Navy - Mens & Womens sizes
Standard Logo & 50th Ann. $16.50
Oilskin Vest
50th Anniversary Logo.
Mens Only Size

$120

Oilskin Jacket
50th Anniversary Logo.
Mens Only Size

$145

Crew Neck Cotton T- Shirt
Grey with Deadwood Logo
Mens & Womens Sizes.
$25
http://www.ccvc.org.nz/Club-clothing

.
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THE ARTISTS RETREAT—OTERANGA BAY
One of the photos submitted for the 50th Anniversary was a photo of Barry and Tony Insull at the artists hut
located in Oteranga Bay, Wellington South Coast.
As I’m interested in art and history I thought I’d share the story of who built it back in the 1930’s. A number
of members have visited this site over the years and if weather and time permits we are planning on visiting
in February.
Nugent Welch was born in Akaroa in 1881 and was recognised as one of New Zealand’s most respected
watercolour landscape painters. In 1907 he resigned his office job and became a full-time artist producing
works of popular appeal and so he had financial success. Welch exhibited for over 60 years with paintings
at Parliament and Te Papa.
In 1918 he was New Zealand’s first official war artist with his simple landscapes, which often featured ruined
buildings portraying the desolate aftermath of battle. On his return he helped set up the New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts, Wellington Art Club, and regained the use of Nairn's Pumpkin Cottage at Silverstream as a
painting retreat.
Nugent had a love of the outdoors, as he didn’t drive he was limited in where he could venture in search of
landscapes. From the 1930s he would walk for 3 hours around the Wellington South Coast to reach the
cave he found and set up to make it liveable. The shack has been restored and still looked after to this day
as being of historical significance. It has been said Nugent felt so at one with his surroundings he didn’t
bother to wear clothing when he painted the scenery in the bay.
His achievements were recognised in the 1949 King's Birthday Honours when Nugent Herrmann Welch was
made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire for valuable services in the field of art in New Zealand.
Welsh died in Wellington on 16 July 1970, his ashes were scattered at his beloved Cape Terawhiti.

CCVC Online Store for
Club Merchandise
(Clothing etc).
The clubs “Online Store” is now active and is the
preferred method for members to order club clothing and any other club merchandise that may be
available from time to time.
The Online Store is a module of the clubs Wild
Apricot membership database and it allows members to:
View all products available (photo).
Order the products online.
Pay for the products online.
There are currently two catalogues in the store:
Club Clothing.
50th Anniversary Products.
There is also a clothing size guide.
Clothing Delivery.
The preferred method for clothing delivery is to
have the products shipped to you by courier directly
from the embroiders. There is a charge of $9.50 for
this (built into the system) however it means that
you will receive the products within a day or so of
them being produced by the embroiders.
There is also an option to pick up the goods at
(say) club night however, the clubs preference is to
have them forwarded directly to you.
Payment for Goods.
Payment for the goods is currently set for “online
only” allowing you to use your credit card (or Paypal account) and the funds will be automatically
credited to the Clubs Paypal account.
Other payment methods are not currently available
through the website however, if you need to make
payment using another method, please discuss the
issue with the Store Manager John Vruink.
Note: Payment is required before the goods
will be ordered from the supplier.
Where to find the Store.
The store is located in the clubs website under the
“Memberzone” tab. You will need to be signed into
the website in order to see it as it is only visible to
CCVC Members.
Additional Information and Instructions.
The front page of the store contains information
and instructions regarding the use of the store and
it is highly desirable that you read this prior to
completing an order.
This is particularly important when it comes to
completing the order and making payment as you
need to follow a particular sequence to successfully
complete the ordering process. It is simple if you
follow the process (built into the module) but very
frustrating if you short cut it.
We know that it is often said that men do not
read instructions but in this case PLEASE DO
as it will save you a lot of frustration and confusion in the long run.
The club is keen to have its members out there
proudly wearing club clothing so have a look at the
store and the products and order away.
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50th Anniversary year - 0nly 1 months to go
As 2021 draws closer the 50th Ann. Committee have been ticking of things on their “to do” list
Neil picked up the boxes of the 2021 CCVC calendar this week, and they are in the process of being
enveloped and named. They will be available for club members to pick up on club night this Wednesday.
If you don’t come along then they will have to be posted, so may not arrive until the late December or the
new year.
HMH Ltd has a core range of winching
equipment.
We provide the full range of wire rope from
small dainty 1.5 mm stainless to heavy duty
26 mm galvanised rigging rope.
All wire rope can be configured to your own
specifications – with customised attachments
to allow you to rig up our wire rope for a rock
concert or attach a heavy duty shackle to drag
a train out of a swamp. We’ll create ‘eyes’,
(loops) in each end, make them tightly swaged
for perfect functionality.
HMH Ltd also has a comprehensive range
of synthetic and natural fibre ropes – which
we can cut to any length. We have everything
from high strength Dyneema winch rope,
shock and sash chord, to basic polyester and
nylon rope.
http://howardmaterialhandling.co.nz/products/
47 Port Road,
Seaview,
Lower Hutt.

Ph: +64 4 568 5889
Email: sales@howardmaterialhandling.co.nz

As we cant guarantee that all trips listed in the calendar will end up going ahead (if this year has taught
us anything you just never know what will be happening in a few months time. Or we may add addition
trips or event like competitions.) we have added a QR code to each calendar page. When scanned this
will take you to the club website and if you have your password saved it will go the current months trip
calendar on our club web page - this will make it easy to register for trips when they become available for
registration and check what's happening each month.
We have also selected all the items for the goodie bag that will be available free to all paying club members who attend the Club awards night in October. Well worth attending the night just for the freebees!!!
So keep labour weekend 2021 free to ensure you don’t miss out.
We have a few national events planned, with the club hosting a Jamboree at the start of the year and
hosting the NZFWDA AGM in the middle of the year.
The book is progressing well, but we are yet to find a name. If anyone can think of a clever name that is a
good fit for a book covering 50 years of the club please email us at 50years@ccvc.org.nz
And a reminder we are trying to get 50 new member over the Anniversary year. If you know of anyone
who is keen to get out 4wding then let them know how to join (there is information on our web page)

Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group (www.BridonBekaert.com) is the world’s premier supplier of
mission-critical advanced cords and ropes. As
a leading innovator, developer and producer
of the best performing ropes and advanced
cords globally, the Group provides superior
value solutions to the oil & gas, mining, crane,
elevator and other industrial sectors. Two of
the most enduring wire and rope pioneers
joined forces in 2016 to make this ambition
real. Bridon-Bekaert Ropes Group has a global manufacturing footprint and employs approximately 2 500 people worldwide.

WELLINGTON
57 Cuba Street
Petone
Wellington
Tel: 04 568 4384
Email: wtnsales@bridoncookes.co.nz
National Free Phone: 0508 274 366
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THE END OF AN ERA

AND THE WINNERS OF THE PHOTO
COMP ARE….

On 5th November the CCVC Server that has been hosted for many years at Maxsys/Liverton was finally shut down ending a long association with these companies.

Once upon a time a combination of servers hosted at Maxsys/Liverton ran the website, the deadwood website, the trips
and trip leaders databases. They also ran the email for the club.
The email was the last to move as over the last week or so it has been migrated to “Freeparking” where the domains for
Ccvc.org.nz and deadwood.org.nz are hosted.
The email being referred to here is the generic email addresses used by the club such as “Membership, Committee, Trip
Leaders, Training etc @ccvc.org.nz”. Member emails are generated from the Wild Apricot database that you all see
when you access the website.
Many years ago things like the club trips database were hosted on computers in members back bedrooms etc and eventually these were all brought together under one roof (so to speak) at Maxsys / Liverton under the management and
watchful eye of CCVC member Murray Wills who is a principal and director of these companies.
The original club Trip Database was constructed by CCVC Member the late Andrew Farmer (who some of you may remember once owned a 4wd fire engine) and was run on one of those bedroom computers which could be accessed
through the internet. Some years after Andrew passed away it became necessary (for technical reasons) to move the
database to a more modern operating system and a project was set up to do this. This proved to be no simple task and
many, many hours were spent to get this to work on the new platform and to communicate with the clubs website in order
to display the trips.

1970s competition - Rick Braines

Over the years there has (to my knowledge) been three (3) versions of the club website with the original being replaced
some ten (10) years ago by a newer version eventually hosted at Maxsys / Liverton and much work was done by the web
sub committee of the time to migrate and maintain these.
Some years ago there again became a need to review the websites and to modernise the platform upon which they were
based. At the same time there was a desire to improve the way the club handled things such as maintaining a member
register and the long and involved manual process that existed at the time to invoice, post then receive and account for
the clubs annual subs. Charles Odlin went out searching and found an application called Wild Apricot that seemed to
meet all these requirements and was being used by (as I recall) the Wellington Deerstalkers Assn. A demonstration was
given one evening at Charles’ father's house in Eastbourne and eventually the club decided to use the Wild Apricot Membership database and as a bonus it also came with the ability to run the clubs website.
Over the years the club web project has spent many hours creating and maintaining these websites, databases etc and
for many of those years these meetings have been held in Murray Wills’ office, usually in the company of a couple of nice
bottles of wine kindly supplied by Murray.

1980s competition - Unknown

When the club moved to Wild Apricot a lot of work was done to set this up and once we were happy with they way it
looked and worked it became the clubs website and the previous website(s) hosted at Maxsys/Liverton were shut down
leaving only the Trips database and the mail server at Maxsys/Liverton.
A year or so ago we were again faced with the need to upgrade the platform upon which the trips database sat and at
that time we moved to hosting trips in the “events” module of Wild Apricot which is what we are using today leaving only
the mail server at Maxsys/Liverton.
Because of technology changes etc the mail server has become more and more unstable until it recently reached the
point where a cry went out from the Techos at Liverton requesting we urgently look to move to a different platform before
the server suffered a catastrophic failure. It was decided the time was right to move to a different provider and we chose
“Freeparking” where our CCVC web domains are hosted and this has happened within the last couple of weeks allowing
Murray to finally shut down the old CCVC server.

1990s competition - Andrew Gee

So this is the end of an era.
A big vote of thanks needs to go out to Murray Wills (Maxsis) and Richard Bourne (Liverton) for all the time resources
and expertise they have provided the club with the development, maintaining and hosting of these websites and databases.
A few names to mention (and I am sure I will miss some) who have been involved with the club web project over the
years.
Andrew Farmer, Mark Wilson, Grant Purdy, Stefen Cook, Mike Stephens, Charles Odlin, Ger van Hees, Ian Hutchings,
John Parfitt and of course Murray Wills.
John Parfitt
CCVC Web sub committee

1970s away trip - Rick Braines
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DID YOU KNOW?

AND THE WINNERS ARE….

Contacting other Club Members
Did you know that there is a list of members available to you in the Memberzone of the club website? This
contains their contact details such as phone numbers and addresses.
You can also send a message directly to the member using the “Send Message” button on the screen.
This will allow you to create and send an email to the member at the email address recorded in the club
database directly from the Wild Apricot membership database used by the club.
The list is found at:
Memberzone
Member Info
Member directory

1980s away trip - Phil Luton

1980s away trip - Phil Luton

What other club members can see about you.
Did you know that what other members see in regard to you is controlled by you through the “Privacy”
settings recorded on your profile?

1990s away trip - Andi Cockcroft

To view and if necessary adjust these (you must be signed into the website using your password):
Click on your name on the top of the screen.
Select “Privacy”.
Check your profile settings.
“Edit Profile” if you want to make changes.
Make the changes.
“Save” the changes

Wild Apricot For Members - Phone App.
Did you know there is a phone app “Wild Apricot foe Members” available at the relative App store that
allows you to access the club website from your phone (without having to search a web browser)?
This allows you to:
View and edit your profile.
Find other member contact details.
View and register for events (trips)
Has a “Tickets” section that shows a list of events you are registered on.
1970s Scenic - Rick Braines
It's a free app and members are encouraged to download and use it.
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LANDSAR EXERCISE - 14th November 2020

AND THE WINNERS ARE...

Recently landsar asked the club if it could provide 4x4 vehicles for an exercise in the Akatarawa forest. It
was proposed to provide an air force helicopter for transporting the people into the forest but if bad weather prevailed then we were back up transport. The club arranged for 8 volunteer drivers to assist. In the end
Landsar decided that only 2 vehicles were required and so just Brett Smitt and I were chosen.
The briefing was at 7 o'clock on Saturday morning, yes, it's true I actually got up at 6am to be there on
time!!!!. After the briefing at which 3 other club members who are SAR members were also there, we set
off for the forest with accompanying police 4x4s arriving at the long crossing at 9am which was to be our
destination. Our vehicles were scattered either side of the crossing with Brett and I on the Rimu Rd side. It
transpired that our vehicles were to be used as abandoned with suicide notes in them. As there was supposed to be various teams investigate and try to find the hapless victim, it became obvious this was to take
some time. Fortunately, Brett and I were ok observers with camp chairs and lunch. As the various teams
investigated, they weren't given any information other than a person was missing. This meant that we were
grilled by each team as to who owned the vehicle and who were we. My answerers varied from Donald
Trump hiding from angry voters to a poor old pensioner wondering what said vehicle was doing parked by
me. Each team took about 15 mins to find the hapless victim. They were then removed by police vehicles
and another team would be brought in to go through the same procedure. This part of the exercise went
from 9am to about 5.30 pm, a long day. At this point the gear that was used as clues for the exercise was
gathered up and removed with the last couple of teams. Once all loaded up, we dropped everything off at
their campsite up Hukinga Rd. We then left the forest.

1980s scenic - Phil Luton

1990s scenic - Barry Insull

It was pleasing to note that the club's contribution was appreciated both by Landsar and the Police search
and rescue unit. The only negative comment came when one particular policeman was admiring my truck
and another policeman said don't go in that vehicle the drivers a nutcase, would of hurt my feelings if I had
any. Anyway, both Brett and I got great satisfaction from supporting the club .
Dave De Martin, the poor old pensioner

1980s personalities - Phil Luton

1990s personalities - Barry Insull
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AKATAWARA RECOVERY EXERCISE - 14th November 2020
This is a story that starts well before the regular Akatarawa trip led by Ian Groom.

My son Finn has bought his first 4WD and is keen to become a full member of the club. He has been a family club
member since before he could walk, coming with me in his car seat in our old Daihatsu Rugger in the 1990s.
This year he bought a Daihatsu Rocky and started the process of joining the club. All did not go well given our first trip
on the regular Orongorongo trip was cancelled due to bad weather. Our second trip on the sight-seeing trip in the
Akatarawa was also cancelled due to bad weather. We did manage to get a trip in on the community clean up around
the south coast, thank you Barry for signing him off on that trip. Two to go!
However, on the return from that trip the rocky radiator started leaking so off we went to the fixers who sorted the radiator but were concerned about the fan which was broken but working so we let it go.
Our second trip was on Ian’s trip into the Akatarawa forest. It was a lovely fine day and lots of people turned out for the
trip. We were told there could be lots of people and activity in the forest given the fine day and a scheduled search and
rescue operation going on that we would try to avoid. All went well for the first two hours of the trip until Finn called on
the radio that his rocky was overheating and the radiator was leaking again in the same place as before. The fan had
done it again. I called up on the club radio to say we had a breakdown and the recovery exercise started. Luckily we
were near the back of the convoy so the trip was able to continue without too much disruption. Those behind us managed to get around us and carried on with their trip. Chris who was tail end Charlie came from behind in his very capable modified Land Cruiser and I was in front with my standard 4.2 diesel Land Cruiser. Ian came to assess the situation
and after a discussion, and club members sharing of resources we decided to hook up the rocky to my truck in the front
and the Chris’s truck in the back so he could act as a brake when we were going downhill. Finn’s job was to steer his
rocky and not hit me going downhill! My job was to do the uphill work. Once we were stropped together it did look like
the two big Cruisers were protecting the little cruiser in the middle. I had three personal radios in the cab so we shared
them with Chris, Finn and myself so we could be in communication without disturbing the rest of the trip participants.
This proved invaluable for staying in touch during the recovery. We did keep Ian informed over the club radio.
The plan was to tow the rocky straight to the Mungakotukutuku gate. Straight is not quite the right word given it was a
windy uphill, downhill long drive which required crossing a river and pulling the rocky up a steep slope with Chris on the
back! Ian positioned himself on the other side in case he had to winch us all up. Given it was my Land Cruiser, which
has never let me down, no winch was required as I hauled the rocky through the river and up the slope. We parked up at
the top for a bit of lunch and a debrief on how we were going. During lunch a quad bike driver came racing around the
corner far too fast and hit the bank. How he defied the laws of physics and not fly over his handlebars is beyond me but
he managed to stay on his bike and flew past us.
Another interesting part of our recovery was given the rocky had no brakes, Chris held it back as we went downhill
which meant we crawled down the slopes. It is unusual that we went faster going uphill than we did going downhill.
Another interesting first for me was in 30 years of 4WDing I have never passed a uniformed police vehicle off road! At
one stage we did come across the SAR exercise coming the other way and it was a tight squeeze to get past the police
vehicle with our towed vehicles together. After a few hours of towing we reached the Gate and were able to get onto
Valley Road. From there it was a simple tow home on tarmac.
I would like to thank all the club members on the trip who offered help at the initial breakdown. Nothing was a problem
and your concern was appreciated. It felt good to be part of the club.
I would also like to thank Ian for his leadership, his competent ability and his problem solving approach to the recovery.
Nothing was too much trouble and he remained positive even though it was probably not what he expected on the day.
And to Chris who gave up his easy trip to become part of the rescue team. Your knowledge and ability served us well.
Your truck worked hard and had its moments but you remained positive throughout. Thank you both for your commitment to see the recovery done successfully. I actually loved the whole thing and really enjoyed the day.
What I have not mentioned and is another story really was the impact the breakdown had on Finn and his mother who
was seated beside me during the whole operation. They were understandable stressed and both Ian and Chris were
great at explaining to Finn what was going on. Thank you Finn you did a great job driving your truck between ours.
Your reward was Ian signing off your second trip required for membership with the note, “excellent at following instructions!” As a bonus you now know how a successful recovery is done in the club.
When the rocky is fixed we will be back for our third sign off trip in the new year!
John Robinson
K76

8

OHINEWAIRUA STATION SHINY 4X4 - Labour weekend 2020
We were first time Ohinewairua participants so we were not quite sure what to expect. Initially we were going to take the swag, but realised as we were going to be camping in the same place for the weekend we
would take the family tent and have a bit more room. We got on the road slightly after I had planned to, but
still on schedule to get to the BP at Taihape for the 10.30am meeting time.
The drive up was uneventful, thankfully we were early enough to miss the heavy traffic that formed a bit later
on. It was dry and sunny, we did pass Duncan and Wendy about 30 mins out from Taihape but otherwise
when we arrived most people were already there. We topped up the tank and grabbed some food. Was not
long and Dave gave a quick briefing before we all jumped in our trucks and headed out of town. We travelled through Moawhango Valley, quiet stunning views where the Moawhango River crosses through and
onto the Taihape/Napier Road, affectionately known as the “Gentle Annie” Road, the road is now sealed
allowing a much more comfortable drive through a spectacular part of the country.
We actually passed the Ohinewairua Station Homestead and drove further along the main road to turn left
onto the station track that leads to the shearers quarters, that was to be our home base. It was an extremely
long and fairly steep drive and I understood why a couple of people that had their trucks on trailers unloaded
them to drive them down so as not so hard on their brakes. Even so there was still a bit of a whiff of hot
brakes. On the drive down you start to realise the immenseness of this station, 7,500 hectares as well as
the incredible size of the peaks, the highest of which is almost 1200 metres.
It was not too long before we reached the shearing quarters and those that were camping, like ourselves,
selected a spot to put up the tent, or in Stewart and Rachel’s case, their trailer palace! Everyone got settled
in and the CCVC communal marquees were put up with only a little bit of working out how to connect the
walls. I did not see what the rooms were like but we did appreciate having access to hot water and kitchen
facilities. Oh and the showers and a flushing toilet!
After setting up camp and having lunch we had our formal briefing, at 2.30, before heading back out. It had
been noted by those that had been there before that the river was now fenced off and when Dave talked to
the station manager he suggested that we kept out of the waterways where possible and to avoid going into
bogs. This sounds like it was quite different to previous years.

We started heading up a track but in one of the valleys we did a surprise turn straight up the hill. Ross in his
Landcruiser initially had a failed attempt before making it up the step. It turned out his rear locker was not
engaging, after he engaged the front one he got up and it started behaving after that.
We followed behind and other than a few thoughts that it really was quite a steep hill and being quite glad it
was not wet we got up no issues. A bit further on there was a muddy inside corner that gave a couple of
trucks a bit of trouble but most got though OK, shortly after we stopped at the top of the hill and it become
quickly obvious that Darren’s Land Rover was a little on the hot side, in fact it was spewing its coolant out
through the overflow. We spent some time cooling it down and getting coolant back into it. It turned out he
had just had an electric fan installed, but it was not set to turn on till it hit 110 Deg C which was not cutting it.
There was a manual override, so that was set so that the fan should have been running all the time and we
continued on.
After playing on a couple of steep up and down hill bits which were only short but still a bit of fun. The tablet
which has an inclinometer at one point hit 31 deg down. We then got up to the highest point which had
some spectacular views. Dave gave a bit of a run down on the property, pointed out where we were staying
and where we were heading over the rest of the weekend and a bit about the formation of the land which
was interesting and impressive.
We then started making our way back doing some steep drop offs and climbs. Most we did but a couple we
decided to leave to the more capable trucks, it was good fun. As we got closer to camp we retraced some of
our tracks but heading down instead of up.
Once we got back everyone settled into having a beer or two and the usual talking about trucks, where we
had been and what tomorrow would bring. Some work was also done on Darren’s Land Rover which had
continued to have issues with overheating with the manual override not seeming to actually be a full override
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OHINEWAIRUA STATION SHINY 4X4 - Cont...
Eventually we headed to bed. It was a bit of a cool night and we came to the conclusion that the new double
sleeping we had got was definitely a “will keep you alive” at 0 deg not a “comfortable” at 0 deg! Was not so
bad for Em who had wisely put on some layers to sleep in but not so comfortable for me!
In the morning I used the nanopresso, which I had got for my birthday with the milk steamer for the first time.
Would make some changes to the process over the next couple of days but having a flat white while camping was definitely welcome!
Everyone got up early enough that we headed out ahead of schedule, we drove past a grader that had not
moved in a very very long time, heading out further we got to a steep section which John drove up first, as it
could get muddy around the corner from where you could see. He radioed back to say it was not a go and
made his way back and we took another route. We did a couple of loops and had morning tea on the top of
a hill. I worked out how the farm can use carrots as bait for the rabbits and not have the stock eat it too. The
answer being a little A-frame about a meter high which the rabbits can get into through a hole in the end but
the stock cannot get their heads into.

We continued on and got to see a small herd of Kaimanawa’s who kept their distance, but were still very
cool to see. We then headed up though scrub to the boundary fence which is at 1050m high to a property
that does not have any land access. Instead the owner helicopters in people to hunt deer. Obviously not a
cheap option!
While we were up there it started to rain and for us who had not been here before we got a taste of just how
quickly it can get very slick! Everyone got down ok, but it was a lot different from the drive up! We stopped
where there was a little waterfall and had lunch. It had stopped raining again by then so it was quite pleasant.
We were quite lucky and got a great show of mustering when even after trying to avoid them we came
across one of the farm workers mustering in both sheep and cows using dogs. It was an impressive thing to
watch as he cleared what was a massive paddock in short order and had the dogs rounding up the sheep
and the cows separately with the dogs doing different tasks.

We were going to flag going up to the army land as we did not want to disturb his work, but he caught up
with the tail and said we were fine to continue so we waited a little bit for him to get the stock though the
gate and we then carried on. We were now going though paddocks that had been prepared for sowing but
for the most part were on farm track, Em and I were behind Dave and we got to a point where the track just
stopped in the middle of the paddock with tilled ground ahead. John drove up to the right where there was
some grass and told us to follow, we tried but as soon as we hit the tilled ground we just started crabbing
across the slope. Worried about digging up the ground we stopped and managed to reverse back to the
track. After some discussion it was decided that we would just make a heck of a mess trying to get all the
trucks across the paddock so we all, other than John, who had turned around and after a lot of “yes we all
need to back up..” “Yes back up..” “Yip all the way back…” backed all the way back down the paddock to a
point that we could turn around. We would try to get up to the army land the next day. As it was mid afternoon we all headed back to camp.
The next morning we left at 9am, found a calf that was separated from its mum and had a few grown men
including myself running around trying to catch a calf which really did not want to be caught. After finally
being caught it was reunited with its mother. A bit later on there was a crossing with a large rock on the
other side which was a bit of a challenge, we were towards the back so by the time it was our time to give it
a go we had a good idea of the best line (not up the rock if you were in a long wheel base) and managed to
get through without any drama but was still quite fun. I did chicken out from the next uphill as it was steep,
long and had a bit of off camber instead opting for the track. Decided when I got to the top that I was a bit of
woose and should have given it a go, but too late by then.
Wound our way down to the Manakino stream which borders the neighbours. Had a look at the water hole
and Ben being a madman jumped in for a very brief dip! Apparently it was quite cold! We worked our way
back to camp for lunch. Ron and Duncan with Olive and Stu opted to miss the afternoon remaining at camp.
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OHINEWAIRUA STATION SHINY 4X4 - Cont...
John led across a small narrow stream and got across. We watched as others had varying success. Dave,
Chris and us watched while some drove around but we both decided that it might actually be possible to get
a long wheelbase though if you could do it at an angle. Dave tried first but the limited slip rear diff was not
quiet enough to get him up the other side and he had to back out and go around. We then tried and got the
front wheels up but the back slid around and we bellied out on the bank could not go backwards or forwards
so had to get snatched out but we were quite happy with how close we got to making it.
We then reached the track that goes to the army boundary fence which involves a steep downhill and then a
very very long very very steep uphill with an extra steep bit at the end.
John and Duncan went first. Ross decided to go with John and Wendy wisely decided to watch.
We watched John having to work hard to get up but he did eventually make it although by then enthusiasm
for anyone else trying had somewhat evaporated.
Duncan started up and lost traction about a quarter of the way up. He backed back down and gave it another go, he also was having to work hard to make it up. Then to the worried watchers he failed to get up the
last steep bit and started backing down, he went to the left where the return track joins and disappeared
from view, there was a loud crack as he found a tree. He tried again but started getting a bit sideways so
stopped and John came over the radio suggesting that they get out the winch which us watching very much
agreed was a good idea. Duncan did successfully winch himself up although there was some concern that
the post being used might not handle the load but in the end both were able to get turned around and come
back down and up the smaller but still steep hill on the exit. Only damage to Duncan’s truck was a broken
tail light.
We then headed back to the paddocks where we had to turn around the day before but this time got through
no issues, drove to the end where it meets the army land.
Getting back out everyone chose to take the harder track for the first bit of the climb, we made it most of the
way and I was just thinking it was going to be quite easy and then got to the corner which was a bit of a
challenge. We did manage to get a bit further after a few tries but then we did bellied. First Kelsey in her
Suzuki tried to snatch us out but we were just too heavy so got Ian to give us a tug.
Few others did not make it up either, once we were up it was an uneventful trip back to camp arriving at
5.15.
Overall it was a great trip away, some did leave early with the change to accessing the waterways/bogs, but
for us there were still some good challenges there and the scenery was spectacular. An amazing part of NZ!
Luke Crossley& Emma McGill
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ORONGORONGOs - 21st November
I had the privilege of leading the November edition of the monthly family shiny trip around Orongorongo
Station This was my first trip leader training trip under the watchful guidance of Phil Green. After getting all
of the participants checked in and collecting the land access fees, it was time for the driver’s briefing. With
the formalities out of the way, it was time for our 22-vehicle convoy to hit the trail.
The first steep climb proved to be a challenge for a couple of the participants. The track had been graded
earlier in the month resulting in an axle twisting turn at the top of the climb. Frank (tail end charlie) and John
provided the necessary assistance. We then continued on to the air strip where everyone had a chance to
take in the views.
We had been advised of a washout on the decent down to the river, so Phil arranged for Grant, Megan and
two other trucks to go ahead of the convoy to sort this out, Thanks to their hard work, the convoy got
through here without incident. We stopped for a smoko on the riverbed.
With a fresh cup of coffee in hand, it was time to survey the river for a suitable place to cross. The river was
a little turbulent obscuring the bottom. After a little debate, Phil and I selected a spot. I rigged up Max, our
trusty cruiser, for a quick recovery and then took the plunge into the river. Conditions were much better than
expected without any deep holes. We then made our way around the coast stopping at the bach for a short
break.
Phil, Frank and I then headed of for a quick recce of the shingle fan to survey the route. We decided that it
would be passable after a little road building, so we headed back to fetch the convoy. Everyone pitched in
the reshape the track across the third gully. Only one vehicle required a little help to get up the bank leading
to the gully. Everyone got through the gully without difficulty. We then made our way to Ocean Beach camp
site before turning around.
Everyone enjoyed the customary lunch stop at the playground. Then it was time to test our mettle on the
hills. Some drivers discovered the meaning of as slow as possible but as fast as necessaryy getting over the
axle twisters. Denise showed everyone that the ladies can also take on the hill climbs. We then made our
way back to the homestead, catching a glimpse of the Kaimanawa horses on the way. Everyone had a great
day out.
I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of leading the trip and look forward to the next one. I strongly encourage our experienced drivers to consider enrolling in the club’s trip leader mentoring program. There will be
plenty of opportunity during the next year with the number of trips on the calendar. Get in touch with Phil,
Neil or any of the other committee members and we’ll point you in the right direction.
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DECEMBER 2020 TRIPS & EVENTS:
JANUARY 2021 TRIPS & EVENTS

To book for trips now go to http://www.ccvc.org.nz/New-Full-Club-Calendar
Wednesday 9th CCVC CLUB NIGHT
NAENAE BOWLING CLUB
25 Vogel Street, Lower Hutt
All Welcome
Ian Hutchings
7:30

Saturday 2nd Shiny 4x4
Colin James Track Clearing
Cross Country Vehicle Club Wellington
Inc. - Shiny 4x4 - Track Clearing at
Colin James' (ccvc.org.nz)
Saturday 9th Shiny 4x4
Colin James Track Clearing
Cross Country Vehicle Club Wellington
Inc. - Shiny 4x4 - Track Clearing at
Colin James' #2 (ccvc.org.nz)

Saturday 12th SHINY CLUB 4x4
AKATAWARAS with DD

Sunday 13th FAMILY SHINY
AKATAWARAS Monthly Trip
(Fully Booked)
All welcome

Saturday 10th –11th SHINY 4x4
Manawatu Overnighter
All welcome

Sunday 13th TOURING
SOUTH WAIWARAPA BACK ROADS
All welcome

Sunday 10th FAMILY SHINY
AKATAWARAS Monthly Trip
All welcome
Saturday 16th SHINY
Makairo Track Working Bee

Saturday 19th SHINY CLUB 4x4
AKATAWARAS with DD

Saturday 16th SHINY
GWRC Belmont Sunset Trip
Sunday 17th FAMILY SHINY
AKATAWARAS
All welcome
For more events refer to our
Website www.ccvc.org.nz or our
facebook page
www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/
www.facebook.com/groups/2341019559499870/

Saturday 23rd FAMILY SHINY
ORONGORONGOS Monthly Trip
All welcome
Saturday 23rd FAMILY SHINY
ORONGORONGOS Monthly Trip
All welcome

Saturday 30th SHINY
GWRC Bearing Head Trip
Wednesday 27th CCVC COMMITTEE
PORIRUA CLUB
Ian Hutchings
7:30
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NATIONAL EVENTS

TRIP CATEGORIES
Cross Country Vehicle Club Wellington Incorporated (CCVC or Club) organises and runs 4WD trips and
events that cover terrain of various degrees of difficulty. Club members and visitors that participate have
differing levels of off-road driving skills and experience and their vehicles have differing degrees of off-road
capability.
As a guide to participants, the level of difficulty of each trip is identified in advance as falling into one or
more of the pre-defined Trip Categories. The Trip Categories are defined as:
Touring Class Travelling on back country roads accessible to the General Public. Limited “off road” travel
may occur but only where appropriate to vehicles on the trip;
Family Shiny Introductory level “off road” trip;
Shiny 4x4 More challenging “off road” trip;
Club 4x4 Specialist vehicles and equipment required, also additional driver skills;

Hard Yakka The most difficult terrain, requiring significant driver and vehicle capability.
Safety issues can arise if drivers have inappropriate skills, experience or vehicle capability for any given trip.
CCVC has defined the guidelines set out in this document, describing driver skills and experience prerequisites for participation in club trips and events in order to optimise safety to the greatest extent possible
and practicable.
Membership of CCVC
To become a member of CCVC a driver must attend three (3) trips of either the “Touring Class” or “Family
Shiny” category trip.
Once these trips have been completed and the “Application for Membership” submitted, the prospective new
member’s application will be considered through the Club’s new member approval process.
Advancing through the trip categories
In order to advance to a “harder” trip category, members are expected to have participated in a minimum of
two (2) trips in the previous category. Members are to advise the Trip Leader when they attend their first trip
of the next category up.
Members will be required to have attended a club training event, as determined by the Club from time to
time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a category of “Shiny 4x4” or above.
The member must also be judged as being capable to participate in this level of trip by the Trip Leader.
A Trip Leader has the absolute right to exclude a member from a trip if the they believe that the trip is beyond the capability of either the member and/or their vehicle and that participation in the trip has the potential to place the member, their vehicle or other persons participating in the trip in any form of danger due to
the Member and/or their vehicles unsuitability.

23rd Jan - 24th Jan 2021
Manawatu 4wd Club Charity Safari
2021
Tag a long trip suitable for all 4wd
vehicle
Registration will be online through a
link from our FB page; Manawatu 4wd
Safari
email, manawatu4wdfundraiser@gmail
.com(link sends e-mail) or phone Philip
021 1320071
7th Feb - 21st Feb 2021
4x4 Summer Escape series 2021
Our classic central Otago summer
escape 14 days starting Timaru region
finishing Timaru region.
Contact Stewart and Graeme
on summerescape4x4@gmail.com(link
sends e-mail) for details quoting
“Central Otago 14 day” in title or phone
Stewart on 0275992633 or Graeme on
0292001700 for more details and information pack.
http://www.summerescape.nz/
5th March - 7th March 2021
Hereworth 4WD Tutira Trek 2021
This biennial fundraiser is now gearing
up for the 8th running in 2021 and will
be based around Tutira, Northern
Hawkes Bay
Bookings open 1st October 2020
via : https://www.trybooking.co.nz/
ERA
Contact: hereworth4wd@gmail.com

The Trip Leaders decision on the day is final and can only be contested via the clubs “Complaints Process”
as set out in item 51 of the Clubs Rules (Constitution).

8th March - 20th March 2021
Top of the South

To participate in any trip other than “Touring Class” members vehicles must have a current CCVC Vehicle
inspection sticker.

12 days very scenic covering the classic top down to Hanmer Springs area.

Note: Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the trip involves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in order to participate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category in order to exclude non members).
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Contact Stewart and Graeme
on summerescape4x4@gmail.com(link
sends e-mail) for details quoting “Top
of the South” in title or phone Stewart
on 0275992633 or Graeme on
0292001700 for more details and information pack.
http://www.summerescape.nz/

TRAINING:
Training takes place on every trip and Trip Leaders will try to provide support and instruction
(as appropriate) to prospective and new members attending each trip.
This may be done either by the trip leader or by having an experienced Club Member take the
individual “under their wing” (so to speak) for the period of the trip.
Training events for specific aspects of 4WD’ing will be organised by the Club from time to time.
As from the effective date of this document, attendance at a Club driver training event will no
longer be a prerequisite to joining the club.
Members will be required to have attended a Club training event, as determined by
the Club from time to time, prior to being able to participate in any trip with a
category of “Shiny 4x4” or above.

The next training day is December 5th Book via the club website.

VEHICLE INSPECTORS

Antony Hargreaves
Kane Hargreaves
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd
Hawkins St, Lower Hutt
Ph. 04 569 3485
Dave Bowler
Pete Beckett
Bowler Motors Ltd
11 Raiha St, Porirua
Ph. 04 237 7251
Grant Guy
G Guy Motors
41 Hutt Road, Pipitea, Wellington
Ph. 04 472 2020

VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

Ash Senior
Kaizen Works
Unit 6/141 Hutt Park Rd, Lower Hutt
04 568 2796

Safety is paramount in everything the club does and to this end the Club has a vehicle
inspection regime where members vehicles are inspected by appointed CCVC Vehicle
Inspectors to ensure that the vehicles meet the specific requirements as set out in the various
Club documents (e.g. CCVC-SAFETY-0002 Minimum Standards for Tow Hook Mounting).

Dayal Landy
Gold Coast Mechanical
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu
Ph. 04 902 9244

A vehicle inspection sticker is valid for two (2) years from the date of issue.
CCVC requires that all CCVC Members vehicles participating in any trip category other than
Touring Class trips have a current CCVC Vehicle Inspection sticker. Members vehicles not
having a current sticker displayed cannot participate in trips/events.

NB: Please remember to call and
make an appointment before turning up for an inspection!

The Trip Leader/Event Organiser has no discretion in this regard except:
Exemption to the Inspection Sticker rule above may be given for trips where the nature of the
trip involves minimal or no off road driving and a CCVC certified vehicle is not really required in
order to participate in the trip (e.g. Trips/events that have been given a “Shiny 4x4” category
in order to exclude non members).
As from the effective date of this document, having a vehicle inspected and obtaining a vehicle
inspection sticker for the vehicle will no longer be a prerequisite to joining the Club.
Members and prospective members can judge for themselves which trips are appropriate for
them however the Trip Leader has the final say as to whether a person or vehicle can
participate in any trip or event.

It is recommended that novices on Family Shiny trips and Members new to the Shiny 4x4
category make themselves known to the Trip Leader so they can be allocated a “buddy” to
guide and assist them during the trip.
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CCVC LIFE MEMBERS
Tom Adams
Leith Bean
Stuart Brown
Andy Cockroft
Mike Gall
John Hughes
Heather Jeffery
Steve Lacey
Colin Landy
Phil Lewton
Bruce Mulhare
Raynor Mulhare
Peter Osborne
Ross Perkins
Grant Purdie

CLUB NOTICES
CLUB MEMBERS ONLY CLOSED FACEBOOK PAGE
The club members only facebook page is active! We had 50 members sign up in the first 24hours. Some
members have found the link broken. This will be because the email the CCVC has for you is different
from your facebook email. If you want to join then just send your facebook email to:
missmuddypenne@gmail.com
All our trips will be listed in events . Club members are using it as a way to share photos of trips—I know
not everyone uses facebook but if you do and haven't managed to sign up it’s a good way to see what
other members are up to.

ROLL OF HONOR
The Roll of honour celebrates life
members of the club who have
passed away.
Bob Jeffery
George Bean
Peter Boniface
Ron Oliver
Vern Lill
Steve O’Callaghan
Ron Wadham
Owen Farqhar
Ron Johnson
Graham Barr
Tony Street

NEW MARQUEE!!!!
Water pump/blaster (useful for cleaning trucks)
Six handheld radio’s on club frequencies (used on training days
Portable gas bbq
Ralph Dobson
John Parfitt
Frank Allen
Neil Blackie
Shaun Ross

GENERAL COMMITTEE
Competition Officer
Ralph Dobson
Driver Training Officer Phil Green
Entertainment Officer John Vruink
Central Zone Delegate John Vruink
Membership Officer
John Parfitt
Trip Coordinator
John Parfitt
Magazine Editor Officer Penne Durdle
Social Media Officer
Penne Durdle
Vehicle Inspector Liaison Officer
Duncan Grocott
Sponsor Liaison Officer Ron Gardner
Committee
Megan Koornneef
David Sole
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The Club has purchased various assets over the years, mainly for use on Club events or to facilitate the
smooth running of the Club. At the discretion of the Committee these assets may be borrowed by Club
members for non-club purposes. An approach for use should be made to the Clubs Asset Manager,
Duncan Grocott, mailto:assets@ccvc.org.nz
The main assets are:

CLUB OFFICERS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Club Captain
Secretary

CLUB ASSETS

RED PHOTO ALBUM
The 50th anniversary has a red photo album that they cant place who gave it to them and would love to
be able to give it back. If its yours please let John V know.

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS
This is your magazine so it can only be
as good as the contributions you make!!
We need any articles, trip reports, photos, puzzles, technical items, “Howto’s”, etc. these are to be in the hands
of the editor by the end of each
calendar month.
Please email to
missmuddypenne@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed
in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of
the club, it’s executive or committee
members. Publication of maintenance
techniques or mechanical modifications
should be weighed against generally
accepted procedures and the Club
should not be considered an authority
in this area.
The mention of products, service procedures or service organisations herein

CCVC CLUB MEMBERS PHOTOS & VIDEOS
We are always keen to share club member’s trip photos and videos at club night, in the club magazine
and on our facebook page
Here are some simple guidelines to make it easy for everyone:
•
•
•
•

Pick your best 6 to 10 photos
Save the images as a jpg
Please resized to 1920 x 1080 pixels (or use a lower resolution on your camera)
Please don’t put the photos on a website in an email or in a pdf file as it makes it hard to extract the
images.

We are always looking for 4WD related video clips, PowerPoint presentations, YouTube listings, etc. that
can be shown on club night – we have the technology!
CLUB NIGHT CONTENT:
Brendan needs all material by 7.00pm on the Friday night prior to Club night to allow sufficient time to
prepare the data show. If you have a “ready to show” USB stick with sequenced, correctly rotated photos
and or video or PowerPoint presentation, these could be given to Brendan on the night, but please contact Brendon prior to arrange. If you have any questions please contact Brendon.
Please Email them to photos@ccvc.org.nz – most email systems have a limit of 10MB so use an online
service like files.fm or put them on USB key
Contact details:

Brendon Millard
(027 2235705)

MAGAZINE CONTENT:
Penne needs trip reports, photos and any other content by the 1st of each month to allow sufficient time
to put them into the magazine. Thanks to those who contributed content to this months magazine.
Please email missmuddypenne@gmail.com.
The Official Magazine of
The Cross Country Vehicle Club
(Wellington) Inc.

50 Anniversary:
We are still looking for photos, stories and videos that tell about our clubs history.

PO Box 38-762,
Te Puni 5045,
Wellington
www.facebook.com/wellingtonccvc/
www.ccvc.org.nz

Please email 50years@ccvc.org.nz
CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS
The Club uses a series of radio call signs in the Kxxx series to meet our licence requirements. Once you
get on a trip you soon know what call sign is tail end charlie etc for the day. But basically if you don’t yet
have a Call Sign you are not authorised to use the Club radio licence.
Call signs are available to financial members on request to
database@ccvc.org.nz
So if you have purchased a suitable radio for CCVC use, make sure you get a call sign allocated

17

