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Please support our generous sponsors...

Welcome to ACTION TYRE CENTRE LTD where you will find great
service, and great prices along with friendly staff.
We are here to help you find the right tyre fit for your vehicle at affordable prices. We’ll fit them while you put your feet up, relax and have a
coffee in the waiting room.
We fix punctures, do wheel alignments, balancing & fitting. We also
have fleet servicing for all your business needs. Drop in or give us a
call on 04 939 2284.

Tyre & Puncture Repairs, Tyre Fitting, Wheel Balancing, Wheel Alignment
Wheels
and Fitting,
Battery
Check
and Replacement
Tyre & Mag
Puncture
Repairs,
Tyre Fitting,
Wheel
Balancing,
Wheel Alignment
For
cars,
vans,
4x4's,
light
and
heavy
commercial
vehicles
Mag Wheels and Fitting, Battery Check and Replacement
and
also commercial
industrial equipment.
For cars, vans, 4x4's, light and
heavy
vehicles and also industrial equipment.

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted

Eftpos, Master and Visa cards accepted
About us:
We are a family business that employs a dedicated team to provide friendly and excellent service.
Action Tyre Centre Ltd has been in business for
over 20 yrs servicing local and regional public and
commercial vehicles.
With over 40yrs experience in the tyre business,
Phil is committed to bringing you the best. We are
able to source all the quality brands.
We enjoy being part of the Lower Hutt community.
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WHEN HELP IS NEEDED
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the following person/s should be contacted in the first instance:
Anthony Reid 973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831
Morris Jury 566 6197 or 021 629 600

Vehicle Inspectors
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Gold Coast Mechanical
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu
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Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd
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Pete Beckett
Bowler Motors Ltd
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Grant Guy
G Guy Motors
61-63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington
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Wellington 4WD Specialists
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NB: Please remember to call and make
an appointment before turning up for
an inspection!

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,
technical items, “How-to’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive o r committee members. Publication of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this
area.
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Upcoming National Events
Oct 16-17: Mainland Winch Challenge Series Round 4
Makikihi, Timaru. Three night stages Friday and eleven day stages Saturday. For further details refer to
www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz
Oct 24-25: (Labour weekend): Battle of the Palace - Teams Event
Hosted by Norwest Club. Teams event aimed at well set up Club Trucks working in teams of 3 to complete all the stages
over 2 days. Camping and Facilities onsite. Cost $360 per Team. Requirements: Winch, Extreme Mud Tyres, NZFWDA
Affiliation, Rated recovery Points. Contact: Ben at possumpalace4x4@gmail.com for entry forms and info.
Nov 01: Sheffield 4x4 Mud Plug
Sheffield Volunteer Fire Brigade Charity Mud Plug to be held Bulls Road, Sheffield. Postponed from August. Competitors
8.30am, Spectators 10.00am. $15.00 per person or $30.00 Family Pass. Enquiries to Nev Croy 03 318-3818 or Keith
Ross 03 318 3005.
Nov 13-14: Manukau Winch Challenge
Manukau Winch Challenge held Onewhero area. New areas for stages this year. Usual Classes including Manukau Class.
Further details to come and will be available at www.manukau4wd.org.nz
Nov 14-15: Annual Ahura Volunteer Fire Brigade Fundraiser
By Rodney Offroad Club. Option 1 (Club Shiny): with great scenery and covering a wide range of amazing farmlands with
mud & hills, this trip has some road sections, need WOF and Re. Option 2: (Tuff Truck): great mud & hill challenges with
a very small amount of roadwork, suitable for non WOF & Reg trucks. $170 per vehicle with 1 passenger, includes Saturday night dinner and Sunday breakfast. For more details email rodneyoffroadclub@gmail.com or Anthony Barr 021 0278
2024.
Nov 28: Moawhanga School Scenic 4wd 2015
The tour will be leaving Moawhango School travel across both Motukawa and Mounganui Stations. On Mounganui we will
travel behind the Hihitahi Department of Conservation Bush Reserve then along the southern boundary of the tussock
covered Army Defence land where we'll hopefully see a glimpse of the wild Kaimanawa horses in their natural environment. We will then pass around the stations own 2000 acre beech forest. This year’s tour will also cover the neighbouring Motukawa Station, with heights up to 3700ft above sea level, this property boasts spectacular views of snow capped
Mount Ruapehu, Mt Aorangi, the Ruahine Ranges and beyond. The tour will end back at Mounganui Station where a fantastic BBQ dinner awaits. Entry cost $120 per vehicle (including 2 people) extra adults $20 per head. Payment on the
day will be $140 per vehicle (2x people) Children between 5 and 12 are $5 per head. This price includes morning tea,
lunch and a BBQ dinner. Any enquiries to Linda ph 06 3880852 e-mailmoawhangoschool4wd@gmail.com Or Deb ph. 06
3880575 e-mail hiwinui@farmside.co.nz
Dec 26-Jan 15 2016: South Island Self Drive Tagalong
Led self-drive/catered/ accommodated expedition leaving Auckland 26 Dec, returning 15 Jan covering mainly off road
tracks in North West South Island, Canterbury, Central Otago and more. Accommodation is camping and DOC huts.
Stunning scenery and tracks, suited to truck type 4WD. 8 years’ experience leading similar expeditions and all tracks
graded for difficulty and GPS Co-ordinated. This is a “join when and where” type of safari and is self-paid (no money to
me). The full 3 week trip estimated to cost you around $2500, covering food, gas, rustic accommodation and ferry crossing included for 2 people. Come and join husband and wife team. For people whom are like minded and enjoy adventure. Limited spaces are available. For more information please contact Paul on paulberry@xtra.co.nz or 021 274 5617 –
we are always willing to share information that will promote 4x4 and the outdoors.
16 Jan 2016 - 17 Jan 2016
Ongarue School Family Safari
Hosted by King Country 4WD Club raising funds for the Ongarue School education outside classroom trip. This two-day
event has limited entry numbers as we are touring over farmers land surrounding this early King Country Milling Town.
The Safari will start and finish each day at the Ongarue School where there will be Camping facilities and use of the
School Pool. All food will be included in the entry fee for the two days. The weekend cost will be $250.00 for the driver &
passenger and $50.00 per head for any other passenger to cover food.
Go to www.kc4wd.co.nz for more details.
Jan 16-22 2016: Northland Kauro Coast Safari
Hosted by the Kauri Coast 4WD Club. The 9th safari will be a 6 day event through some of the most spectacular beaches, scenery and landscape NZ, if not the world, has to offer. The proposed route takes you from Dargaville through some
awesome beach and forest tracks following some of the early settler’s tracks surrounded by some of the most tranquil
and peaceful countryside you only find in Northland. We will be camping each night where our hosts will be some of the
local schools and a golf course along the way. There’s time to stop along the way to catch your breath, relax and take in
all that is offered. The safari is aimed at providing an enjoyable experience for the whole family. So come along and join
us on a truly unique experience exploring the hidden treasures of Northland. Numbers limited to 40 vehicles.
Update; Sorry, safari is now fully booked.
Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Potential
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies.
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KIWIS ON THE CAPE
CAIRNS-CAPE YORK-CAIRNS 7-24 AUGUST 2015
Day 2 Sunday 9/8/15 Lions Den to Musgrave Roadhouse (275 km, Fuel 43 litre $55)
Woke to kookaburras singing their dawn song. Breakfast, and on our way by 0820. To Cooktown where Captain Cook & the Endeavour were stuck for a while – caught on what is now named the Endeavour Reef. It’s
Sunday so the Museum is closed,
which has the Endeavour’s anchor, and the only supermarket
proves almost invisible – it took
us 3 sets of directions to find the
IGA store and it turns out we’d
driven past it 3 times!. Drove on
to the Old Laura homestead in
Rinyirru (Lakeland) National
Park.
Gone is the subtropical
rainforest of the Daintree and
instead thin trunks, thin narrow
leaves, blue sky visible through
tree tops.
The Old Laura Homestead is historically significant through its
association with the establishment of the cattle industry on
Cape York Peninsula and the
Palmer River Gold Field. Miners
once used the track leading to
the homestead as the main access to the goldfields. Fergus
O’Beirne purchased the land for
the original Laura homestead in
1879. By 1894, the Laura Homestead was running approximately
8000 head of cattle. The isolation is evident now, and would have been much worse then. They had a 2-3 day
ride to the nearest supply centre and that’s only when roads were passable (wouldn’t include the wet season).
So the stations were pretty much self sufficient – growing their own crops, blacksmithing their own animals
(Continued on page 6)

Page 5 - CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going in 2015!

(Continued from page 5)

and equipment, processing their own meat (there’s even a building specifically for this).
building specifically for the aboriginal workers.

There’s another

It’s now owned by the Queensland Government as part of establishing the Rinyirru (Lakeland) National Park.
Driving on, we occasionally saw evidence of water where we could see palm trees and dense, thicker leaved,
foliage – swamps, lagoons and water
holes. Termite mounds abound, and
brush turkey were sighted as were
kangaroo, probably some cassowary
(of the emu family, and related to the
kiwi too) and what we think were
stilted herons. No-one saw crocodiles
despite the “Achtung” signage that is
beside every water way advising of
the possibility of crocodiles (or ‘the
Australian lizard’ as a local later referred to them, with a bit of a crocodile smile in his eyes).
Lunched at a White Lily Lagoon (up
the road was Red Lily Lagoon) and
then drove through to New Laura.
Toilet stop in a croc area at Hann
Crossing so the stand alone toilet is
set up high in Queenslander style.
We paused at Saltwater Creek – looking for crocs again?
And happily arrived, at 16h00, at
Musgrave Roadhouse.
Less local ‘character’ compared with
Lions Den – no mementos, no registration plates.
But friendly fellow
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

campers – the guy who told me which washing machine to use (he had a huge laundry bag, turning out
to be a worker not far away who came to the camp
once a week to get his washing done), the woman
who showed me to avoid the sewage line under one
of the clothes lines (so that’s what the smell is!), the
chap who showed us his very efficient camping setup
in his Ute.
There’s just one cabin unit left, and we all agree to
offer it to Jenny and Peter – it’s Jenny’s birthday today. Errol found a bit of cake, and a few birthday
candles (of all things in this outback station) and we
sang ‘happy birthday’ after dinner.
We went for a walk, with head torches on, round the
area behind the cabins, and startled a quite a large
family of kangaroos fossicking around, where we –
and they – froze in the unexpectedness of the moment, and fixedly stared at each other.
We have truly arrived – this is Australia!
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Lisa what we doing Saturday?
Don’t know but we have an
invite to Mums.
Who your Mum?
Yep! Who else yours is in Australia.
Do we have to go…? I have
another idea…
Well you know my Mother!!!!!
Sweet lets go out on a CCVC
trip on Saturday instead….
SO goes the discussion to get
us out and about on Saturday
with a few of the club members on a family shiny….
So a few phone calls later and
we have lined up that there
will be a good mix of the
slightly harder going trucks
and a few newer ones.
The leader being Graham and Linda in Suzie Blue and calling Linda to ask if there is enough room Linda tells
me a rough outline of the plan. I ask if we are going to find some mud and the fence line track comes to mind.
So leaving the mother in law behind we zip of to the start of a Family Shiny in the Akatarawa’s
Totara Park Bridge makes a start but before that a pit stop is held at McDonald’s in Upper Hutt and we get to
the start at 9 am. After an air down and a natter we see there are 19 trucks with 6 new four wheel drives on
board—a good mix of old and new.
So next up we go through the trip briefing and head through the gate with old and new mixed into the herd.
(Is a group of 4 wheel drives a drive, herd, school or swarm…?)
So we head into the Park from the valley View entrance up Valley View Road with the views to the South and
the trees scape now being small young trees ready to start their climb to the sky.
We stop at McGhies Bridge to open the gate and head up to a morning tea stop on Hukinga Road and on the
banks of the Akatarawa River West. I have been told there are some red Woods around here somewhere but
(Continued on page 9)

Page 8 - CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going in 2015!

(Continued from page 8)

that’s for another day.
Morning tea finds a few showers passing
over and then it starts to fine up. So
much for the snow in the forecast.
Loading up it’s a drive over the Pram
track past Dopers Creek and onto Titi
road and out to the top of the Devils
staircase. The road out this way is firm
and well maintained. The days of 2
hours to pass 200 meters on pram track
just a distant memory. (That was fun)
They are taking to the Devils staircase
to create a new track so this may mean
at least this summer family shinnies can
make the drop to the creek. Watch this
space.
So next is a retrace back to the Fence line area. T1gga had a go at the direct route and had three attempts
before making a retreat.
Suzie Blue shot up like a fine machine it is, Enterprise Following and Big Red also making a very simple job of
it.
Daisy who was out for the first time since her roll over and its complete makeover also made it look easy. She
now looks one fine orange beast of a truck.
That T1gga needs a few more feeds to get its power up…
Lunch was at Fenceline and a few of the boys made a beeline for the mud. Enterprise making a fine attempt at
getting through and a good bit of why you have side bars and a winch. The car load of hangers on having a
great time once they decided they were not going to fall out the back window.
The mighty Suk pulling on one side and the Enterprise pulling the other and like a mud shark Enterprise was
back on its feet.
The Pajero that followed also wallowed in the mud and then its computer put it into limp mood.
One of the new players also had a very tidy Nissan and this made a great go of getting through the muck. It
did need a winch out so a few new bits of kit were tried out and big smiles were seen. Good to see another
shorty Nissan in the fold.
Meanwhile T1gga was makings its way slowly through the trees to get to the other side and the view up the
Paraparaumu Coast and missed all the fun.
So a gentle drive out and then some bush repairs had it running a little better.
So next up we headed to the Orange Hutt for a loo stop, The Pajero fix turned out not to not to be a permanent fix and this one, a surf and Enterprise were left behind on Cleary’s Road while the rest of the group headed to the top of battle Hill farm Forestry Park.
We ended up going up Hydro to the top of Sunset Lookout. The day was now bright and clear and that really is
one hell of a view.
Suzie Blue where is the snow you promised Lisa…..
It was now time to head out to the gate and the perfect 4.30 finish as promised.
We opened the gate and the bulk of the trucks left for greener pastures. A great day had only one broken
truck and a perfect end to a perfect day….
A quick trip back saw four trucks head back via the pram track to Totara park and then home.
Thanks team for yet another CCVC adventure….
And the mother in law will just have to wait…
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CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS
The Club uses a series of radio call signs in the Kxxx series to meet our licence requirements. Once you get on a trip you
soon know what call sign is tail end charlie etc for the day. But basically if you don’t yet have a Call Sign you are not authorised to use the Club radio licence.
Call signs are available to financial members on request to database@ccvc.org.nz
So if you have purchased a suitable radio for CCVC use, make sure you get a call sign allocated.
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Kiwis on the Cape – Day 3
Scribe Glennys Feist
The resident rooster woke us from our slumbers at Musgrave Station at 4.30am. We started this next day of
travel in bright sunlight (about 30 degrees) with a cloudless sky on the Peninsula Development Road (PDR), a
good gravel road, sealed in parts. Cattle were grazing beside the road among the short, well spaced eucalypt
trees and a myriad of variously shaped termite mounds.
About mid morning we arrived at the town of Coen, an
important supply point on this long unpaved, dusty road
leading to Weipa and other northern communities. It is a
popular stopping point for tourists driving to Cape York.
We tourists tumbled out of our trucks to stock up our
supplies for the next few days meals – first shop we
came to purporting to provide seven day a week trading
had a notice “closed for a week as owners are on holiday”. Next we went round the corner to the cafe for a
coffee fix to find it was “closed today and tomorrow”.
Third time lucky we found a general store at the Service
Station and made our purchases. The town included
public library a hospital, post office, police station, camping grounds, primary school, kindergarten and ranger
base.
After leaving Coen towards Archer River, our destination
for the night, we passed through the Quarantine Station
we would need to negotiate when returning near the end
of our trip. By this time we were into the dreaded corregations. 22km up the road from Coen we took a left
turn into Oyala Thumotang National Park and proceeded
60 kms along the road towards the Langi camping area. This was a pleasant drive on a smooth wide gravel
road with the trees getting larger and thicker. At times there were big groups of small white termite mounds
giving the appearance of a graveyard full of tombstones’. When we turned right to the Langi Camping area
and the Lagoons, the road reduced to a track. We continued on past the Night Paddock Lagoon and the Langi
Lagoon (these would be looked at in detail on the way back) to get to Old Archer Crossing for lunch. On the
way up several of the party were intrigued with a plant with yellow flowers but no leaves and some very interestingly shaped fruit. Much discussion followed.
There was not much water in the wide Archer riverbed. A very pleasant spot but the ACHTANG sign (croc
warning) meant it was inspected cautiously. If we could have crossed here we would’ve been at our night stop
early. However there
was no way out on the
other side. As some were
sitting at their picnic tables enjoying the surroundings others were
having an in depth inspection of the winch on
Howard’s truck, should it
be needed. Unfortunately the absence of a remote control rendered it
null and void.
After lunch we began to
retrace our steps back to
the PDR. Oops a small
delay while a truck was
dismounted from a log
which had lept up under
it while no one was looking. No harm done and
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

away we all went. On the way
we stopped to have a good look
at the two lagoons – Langi Lagoon and the Night Paddock
Lagoon. These were beautiful
large pools of water covered
with white water lilies. Widespread flooding occurs in the
rivers in the wetter months but
in the dryer months stream flow
c e a s e s ,
l e a v i n g
large,permanent waterholes
and lagoons. We were all out
with our cameras. As one ardent photographer edged closer
and closer to the ACHTANG
sign, a call came out “get your
movie cameras ready!”
Where the dry weather had
caused the water to further retreat, there was soggy mud
which seemed to have been wallowed in by predators – crocodiles, pigs or maybe even birds.
More fuel for discussion.
On the way again, we eventually
got back to the PDR and headed
for Archer River Roadhouse
Camping Ground. A very pleasant
camping ground with less people
than the first two nights. Two of
our hot and dusty travelers went
for a swim – no ACHTANG signs
here and we were pleased to see
they came back with all limbs in
tact.

You will all recognise the above logo, don’t you? Well there has been a few changes to this
business but it is still about and active in Downer Street, Lower Hutt. I am working on getting a new advert to include in the magazine but in the meantime we should still be patronising this and all the other club sponsors.
Page 12 - CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971 & still going in 2015!

Branches throughout New Zealand
Sales and Service
Free Phone 0508 BRIDON Branches throughout New Zealand
Branches Sales
throughout
New Zealand
and Service
Sales
and
Service(274366)
Free Phone
0508
BRIDON

Free Phone 0508 BRIDON (274366)

2

Wellington Branch
Wellington
Branch
2 Udy
St, Petone 04
568 4384
FromSt,
mid-July
57 Cuba
Petone
Udy
Petone
04St,
568
4384
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Cross Country Vehicle Club
Roll of Honour
THE ROLL OF HONOUR CELEBRATES LIFE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB
WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY
Bob Jeffery
George Bean
Peter Boniface
Ron Oliver
Vern Lill
Steve O’Callaghan
Ron Wadham
Member Information:
Bob Jeffery

Steward 1982

George Bean

Treasurer 1972, 73, 74, 84, 81, 82, 84, Steward 1976

Peter Boniface

Not listed as a committee member

Ron Oliver

Initial President in 1971 the President 1972, 73, 74

Vern Lill

Committee 1974, 76, Steward 1975, Delegate 1977, 78, Vice President
1979, 80

Steve O’Callaghan New Members Officer 1999 till 2015
Ron Wadham

Safety Officer 1997, 98, led many CCVC trips
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Trip Categories
The following trip category definitions, plus any additional requirements specified on individual Trip Information Sheets, will be enforced, for safety reasons. Trip Leaders will turn away vehicles or drivers that do not
comply. The vehicle and driver requirements given here are a summary of the full requirements listed on the
club website. Please refer to www.ccvc.org.nz for a definitive list of requirements.
For all Categories: All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage.
All Categories other than Family 4X4 are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome
if they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate experience.
Family 4X4:
Description: Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some degree of guidance
in driving techniques as necessary.
Drivers: Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category is also open to
anybody who enjoys this style of trip.
Members: Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members.
Vehicles: An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety equipment is
mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is recommended for vehicles
once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or
roll cage.
Shiny 4x4:
Description: More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who want more
challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.
Drivers: Must have some experience, particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs,
steep descents and sidelings. Club members must have completed CCVC Driver Training and participated in at
least 2 Family 4X4 trips after becoming a member.
Vehicles: Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document
"Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip.
Club 4x4:
Description: Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging terrain, modestly
deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks.
Drivers: Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water crossings and vehicle
recovery. Club members must have participated in at least 2 Shiny 4X4 trips.
Vehicles: Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s document "Vehicle
Safety & Equipment Inspections". This applies to all vehicles on the trip. Accessories such as high-lift jacks,
externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks.
Hard Yakka:
Description: Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, and vehicle
damage are all a possibility!
Drivers: Experienced drivers only, must have approval of Trip Leader. Club members must have participated
in at least 3 Club 4X4 trips.
Vehicles: As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for all vehicles on
Hard Yakka trips. Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information Sheet
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