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Cross Country Chronicle  

July 2013  

www.ccvc.org.nz 

 

The Official Magazine of 

The Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762, Te Puni 5045, Wellington 

 
The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the 

Petone Working Menôs Club, Udy Street, Petone. 



Page 2 Page 2 -  CCVC, four wheeling in the capital since 1971!  

Please support our generous sponsors...  
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WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831  

 

Morris Jury  566 6197 or 021 629 600 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, ñHow-toôsò, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, itôs executive or committee members. Publication of main-
tenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this area.  

The mention of products, service procedures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or itôs Editor. 
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Vehicle Inspectors  

Dayal Landy  
Gold Coast Mechanical  
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu  
Ph.  04 902 9244  

 

Antony Hargreaves  
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd  
2 -  6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt  
Ph.  04 569 3485  

 

Dave Bowler  
Pete Beckett  
Bowler Motors Ltd  
11 Raiha St, Porirua  
Ph.  04 237 7251  

 

Grant Guy  
G Guy Motors  
61 -63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington  
Ph.  04 472 2020  

 

Carl Furniss  
Wellington 4WD Specialists  
26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt  
Ph. 04 976 5325  

 

Shane & Carl  
Mendoza Mechanical  
34 Goodshed Road, Upper Hutt  
Ph. 04 527 7274  
 
 
 

NB:  Please remember to call and make 
an appointment before turning up for 
an inspection!  
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Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine. Pot ent ial 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies.  

Jul 14:  North Island ORANZ Rnd 2  
Enduro by the Hawkes bay Off Road Racing Club in the Gwavas Forest.  

 

Aug 03:  Mainland Winch Challenge Rnd 3  
Cedar Creek, Dunedin. Further details to come otherwise see www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz  

 

Aug 03:  South Island ORANZ Rnd 3  
Enduro in Nelson, organised by the Nelson Off Road Racing Club  

 

Sep 06 - 07:  Mainland Winch Challenge Rnd 4  
Queenstown. Scrutineering on Friday 6th September at Grant Road, Frankton followed by 10 challenging stages on Satur-
day at new venue.   For further details see the website www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz   or phone Bert Chandler on 
027 422 4582.  

 

Sep 13 - 15:  Taupo 1000 International Off Road Race  
Momentum is building for NZôs largest off road race.  A new pit area has been confirmed along with a new track.    At this 
stage there are 135 Intents to Enter registered.   What a show it will be with so many vehicles on the start line, all starting 
at the same time, all racing together over a 50km lap.    This event will still be run like any other open club event and the 
ORANZ rules still apply. There are no changes in the way the event is managed and run. Like every year, itôs run to a very 

high and professional standard and most of all we have fun doing it. There is a spectator package available.   Check out 
www.taupo1000.co.nz  or contact Tony at tony@taupo1000.co.nz   

 

Sep 21 - 22:  Hawkes Bay Tough Truck Challenge  

Organised by the Hawkes Bay Four Wheel Drive Club and to be held in the Gwavas Forest. Contact John Jones on cell-
phone 027 444 7734 or jandhjones@xtra.co.nz  

 

And further ahead:  

 
Oct 05 -06  Mainland Winch Challenge Rnd 5, Makihihi  
Oct 18:  Manukau Winch Challenge  
Oct 25:  Norwest 24hr Teams Challenge, Ruawai  
Oct 26 -27:  ORANZ Championship Final, Hamilton  
Nov 16:  Matariki Forest 4x4 Safari  

Upcoming National Events  

http://www.mainlandwinchchallenges.co.nz%20/
http://www.taupo1000.co.nz
mailto:tony@taupo1000.co.nz
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Club Sub -Committees  

Winter really arrived last week with the roughest storm in Wellington since the MV Wahine sank 
45 years agoé.. bringing chaos to Wellington houses, road & rail. While it only really directly af-

fected  most of us for a day or so, it was a timely reminder on preparation for emergencies. We 
lost power on the Thursday night and got out the gas lanterns, only to find the O ring on one had 

died, announcing this with a ball of flame around the light !! And where had we stored the can-
dles ? was the gas tank for the cooker full ??  

  
Our own Club Recovery process also kicked into action on the Saturday with a request from 

TrustPower for a 4 Wheel drive vehicle to move some equipment across some farm tracks above 
Wellington. In the end we werenôt needed, but it show that there can be a requirement for spe-
cialist equipment like our vehicles being required  of these sort of climatic events.  

  
We had another great night the other weekend with the Awards night ceremony and entertain-

ment (Nigel Kennedy) well done and thanks from the Club John Vruink ! Also congratulations to 
those members recognised for their success in the Club over the past year, and also those mem-

bers winning the Tyres and Trip to Maloolaba. We hope to be able to offer the same sponsored 
prizes next year, so start getting your vehicles ready for 2013/14 Club Champs, starting probably 

in November !  
  
Last monthôs club magazine was the last of the paper copy é so my words will be coming to you 

purely at the expense of a few excited electrons (actually more than a few !!!) We will also be 
ringing in another new change this year with a move to an electronic on line membership sub-

scription renewal system. The Committee decided that the effort and costs in printing , posting 
and processing subs payments outweighed the returns, so will be moving our Subscription re-

newal to a web Membership portal where you will be able to update your own details, and process 
and pay your subscription renewal. The savings in time and effort for the membership Officer and 

Treasurer are great, and if it means we retain members in these roles longer, then the initial pain 
of change will be well worth it. Watch out for notification via email that the site is up and running. 
As always we will want members to process their membership asap so we can pay out affiliation 

fess to the NZ4WDAssoc quickly.  
  

Hope to see you out there, in the mud, enjoying yourselvesé. I will be ! 

Presidents Piece -  July 2013  

The club has the following sub committees running currently (convenor named first, where applicable):  
 

60k:   Terence Broad, Ron Johnson, Bruce Mulhare, Antony Royal, John Vruink, Mark Wolstenholme  
Club Recovery:   Anthony Reid, Morris Jury  
Community Response Group: Steve Mercer, Mike Murphy, David Coxon  
Competition:   Neil Blackie  
Deadwood:    
Safety:   Murray Taylor, Carl Furniss, Peter King  
Trip Leaders Forum:   Steve Mercer, All trip leaders  
Web Project:  Murray Wills, Grant Purdie, Stefen Cook, John Parfitt, Mike Stevens  

 

The club also has the following external organisation liaison people:  
 

Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee :  Ralph Dobson, Charles Odlin & Grant Purdie  
Dept of Conservation Head Office Liaison :  Paul Adams  
Foxton Beach Coast Care :  Bruce Mulhare, Grant Purdie, Russell Stevens & John Vruink  
Friends of Belmont :  Stewart Burrell  
Greater Wellington Regional Council : Grant Purdie  
Horowhenua District Council :  Grant Purdie  

Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson  
Wellington City Council :  Grant Purdie & Barry Insull  
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CLUB RADIO CALL SIGNS  
 
The Club uses a series of radio call signs in the Kxxx series to meet our licence requirements. Once you get on a trip you 
soon know what call sign is tail end charlie etc for the day. But basically if you donôt yet have a Call Sign you are not 
authorised to use the Club radio licence.  
 
Call signs are available to financial members on request to database@ccvc.org.nz   

 
So if you have purchased a suitable radio for CCVC use, make sure you get a call sign allocated.  

CCVC Life Members  

Tom Adams Graham Barr George Bean (Deceased) Leith Bean Peter Boniface (Deceased) 

Stuart Brown Andy Cockroft Owen Farghar Mike Gall  John Hughes 

Bob Jeffery (Deceased) Heather Jeffery Ron Johnson Steve Lacey Colin Landy 

Phil Lewton Vern Lill Bruce Mulhare Raynor Mulhare Ron Oliver (Deceasesed) 

Peter Osborne Ross Perkins Grant Purdie Tony Street Ron Wadham 

mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
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The Lone Haranguer writes:  

 
The Club that nearly didn't make it.  

 
Conceived in the mud of Deadwood '71 and born at Upper Hutt one evening in 

Bob Jeffries workshop, when eleven interested chaps gathered together to discuss 
whether a 4 wheel drive club could be a valuable proposition.  Our growth since 

has proved that it was indeed.  Current membership stands at (missing) and is 
growing steadily.  

 
The early months of this Club were very turbulent times indeed. Emerging person-

alities contributing their little gems of wisdom, votes of no confidence in our presi-
dent, clashes of  

opinion and general discontent, nearly brought about out early demise. However, 
common sense, loyalty to president and a ñClub Firstò attitude by the members, 

by this time very slim Committee insured the Club's survival, despite the slings 

and arrows of outraged ex members.  Yes, dear reader the struggle for power 
within the Kremlin is very small beer to our early days.  

 
Other local groups of 4 wheelers had formed themselves into clubs with only fleet-

ing success, but in the main have floundered due to lack of organisation and that 
small element of discipline so necessary in any group whether it be a family unit 

or a whole country.  
 

With the exception perhaps of motor or drag racing, no other motor sport capti-
vates public interest to the same extent as Cross Country driving.  The Dan-

nevirke rally proved this when an estimated 6000 people attended an event which 
had virtually no publicity.  The average man readily identifies with cross country 

driving, every week one can read of people doing wheelies through local body 
flower beds and cricket pitches etc., so who can deny the interest isn't there.  4 

wheel drive machines are within the range of most people's budgets and I suspect 

the present shortage of vehicles is partly due to publicity generated by our activi-
ties.  

 
With a particularly attractive and well planned venue, similar to the Wairarapa 

Club's area at Ekatahuna, the spectator can see most of the course from an ele-
vated situation and a short walk can have him at the major hazards within a few 

minutes. More thought must be given to spectator viewing by us in future if we 
are to make the money we so badly need for our success.  

 
In conclusion I would like to stress the importance of spectator viewing and mak-

ing necessary provision for them in all our rallies, many benefits will accrue to us 
both tangible and intangible.  

 
Cross Country Clubs are becoming a force to be reckoned with in the motoring 

world.  At one time we were dismissed with a shrug and a sneer, as a bunch of 

larrikins with more money than sense -  "Disgraceful to treat a vehicle like that'; 
they would say.  The same people go streaming around corners and hitting pot 

holes at 70 m.p.h. putting God knows  what stresses on their cars.  We are ac-
quiring powerful friends shrewd enough to see the publicity for them in our activi-

ties, so we should accept them with an open hand and do our best to please 
them.  The possibilities are endless to the promoter with enough get up and go to 

capitalise on this sport.  
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Tripsheet Eleven 

Repairs and maintenance of all 
off road vehicles. 

Modifications a speciality. 

 

CCVC safety inspections 

www.wgtn4wd.co.nz 

Contact Carl at 

 

Wellington 4WD Specialists Ltd 
26 Hawkins Street 

Lower Hutt 

 
 

Phone (04) 976 5325, Fax (04) 976 5313 
or 027 201 2529 


