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tƻǎƛǝƻƴ bŀƳŜ IƻƳŜ tƘƻƴŜ ²ƻǊƪ tƘƻƴŜ /ŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜ 9Ƴŀƛƭ 

Club Officers  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wŀƭǇƘ 5ƻōǎƻƴ рнс рммф рсу ррсн лнт пфп ссфф ǊŀƭǇƘΦƎŜƻǊƎƛƴŀϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ .ǳǊǊŜƭƭ рнф тнфр ртс лумо лнм ффф нсо ǇƻƭŎŀǘȊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

LƳƳŜŘ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ tŀǳƭ !ŘŀƳǎ лп флр нопо  лнт рфп мопо ƎƛƭƭŀƴŘǇŀǳƭϪǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΦƴŜǘΦƴȊ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ aŎYƛƴƭŀȅ лп ноп томт лп пфс фсмм лнм офс фсс ŘŜƴƴƛǎϪǳƴƛŎŜŦΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ YƛōōƭŜǿƘƛǘŜ ртт лсул  лнм тср ррп ǾŜǊŘŀϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

/ƭǳō /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ hŘƭƛƴ рсн усрт псн оорл лнм отн ффл ŎƻŘƭƛƴϪƻŘƭƛƴΦƴŜǘΦƴȊ 

General Committee Members  

5ǊƛǾŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŶŎŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜ aŜǊŎŜǊ ноо ммнм оус лолл лнт ппн нуфу ǎΦƳŜǊŎŜǊϪƴƛǿŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ hŶŎŜǊ WƻƘƴ ±Ǌǳƛƴƪ рст ммпн лнт ппо ффум лнт ппо ффум ƧƻƘƴΦǾǊǳƛƴƪϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ hŶŎŜǊ aƛƪŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ лп флн нррф  лнм нсл лфтр ƳƛƪŜΦǎǘŜǇƘŜƴǎомоϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

[ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ DǊŀƴǘ tǳǊŘƛŜ ноо мнлт лнм смн нмс лнм смн нмс ƎǊŀƴǘΦǇǳǊŘƛŜϪǇǊŀƎƳŀǝŎΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎ hŶŎŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ нор фупф  лнм мом лспт ƻψŎŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴψǎǘŜǾŜϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ !ƭŀƴ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ рсп олпр фмп уорн лнм ппу мнт ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ hŶŎŜǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ .ǳǊǊŜƭƭ рнф тнфр ртс лумо лнм ффф нсо ǇƻƭŎŀǘȊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

wŀŘƛƻ hŶŎŜǊ Lŀƴ IǳǘŎƘƛƴƎǎ пту русо птп нфпл лнм пор стр LŀƴΦƘǳǘŎƘƛƴƎǎϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

{ŀŦŜǘȅ hŶŎŜǊ aǳǊǊŀȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ лп пто лррп лп фоп лррп лнт ппу млпп ǘǊǳŎƪǎϪǘǊǳŎƪǎƻƴƭƛƴŜΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

¢ǊƛǇ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ tŀǊŬǧ птт лнст  лнм нул лмтл ǘǊƛǇǎϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

/ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴǎ hŶŎŜǊ !ǎƘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ лп рус уолу  лнт пфп рмлл ŀΦǇΦǎŜƴƛƻǊϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

b½п²5! 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ wŀƭǇƘ 5ƻōǎƻƴ рнс рммф рсу ррсн лнт пфп ссфф ǊŀƭǇƘΦƎŜƻǊƎƛƴŀϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

Appointments and Other Useful People  

!ǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘ wŀƭǇƘ 5ƻōǎƻƴ рнс рммф рсу ррсн лнт пфп ссфф ǊŀƭǇƘΦƎŜƻǊƎƛƴŀϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

!ǎǎŜǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ²ŀȅƴŜ WŀƴǎŜƴ фтл тнпл  лнт ппс тфор ǊƻǿŀƴŀƴŘǿŀȅƴŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ¢ǊƛǇ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ aŀǊŎŜƭ Ǿŀƴ 5ƻǊǊŜǎǘŜƛƴ лп ноп улрп лп птм птнр лнт нпо пнпо ƳŀǊŎŜƭϪŀƛǊǿŀȅǎΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

/ƭǳō bƛƎƘǘ tƘƻǘƻΩǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƻȄƻƴ рст прлм псо пнсо лнт прм лосм ŘŀǾƛŘΦŎƻȄƻƴϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

/ƭǳō wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ό!ƴǘύ wŜƛŘ лп фто унсн  лнм лсм муом ŀƴǘƘƻƴȅǊŜƛŘмфтрϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

IŜƭǇ ŘŜǎƪ WƻƘƴ tŀǊŬǧ птт лнст  лнм лоп лплл ƘŜƭǇŘŜǎƪϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ aƛƪŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ флн нррф  лнм нсл лфтр ƳƛƪŜΦǎǘŜǇƘŜƴǎомоϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ϧ wŜǎŎǳŜ WƛƳ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ лп фоу фплп  лнм оуф плп ƧƛƳƧƻƘƴǎƻƴϪǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΦƴŜǘΦƴȊ 

¢ǊŀŎƪ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ      

¢ǊƻǇƘȅ hŶŎŜǊ !ƭŀƴ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ рсп олпр фмп уорн лнм ппу мнт ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ {ǘŜŦŜƴ /ƻƻƪ    ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ нон пнлл   ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜϪŎŎǾŎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊ 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Menôs Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

CCVC Life Members  

¢ƻƳ !ŘŀƳǎ DǊŀƘŀƳ .ŀǊǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ .Ŝŀƴ ό5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘύ [ŜƛǘƘ .Ŝŀƴ tŜǘŜǊ .ƻƴƛŦŀŎŜ ό5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘύ 

{ǘǳŀǊǘ .Ǌƻǿƴ !ƴŘȅ /ƻŎƪǊƻƊ hǿŜƴ CŀǊƎƘŀǊ aƛƪŜ Dŀƭƭ  WƻƘƴ IǳƎƘŜǎ 

.ƻō WŜũŜǊȅ ό5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘύ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ WŜũŜǊȅ wƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ {ǘŜǾŜ [ŀŎŜȅ /ƻƭƛƴ [ŀƴŘȅ 

tƘƛƭ [Ŝǿǘƻƴ ±ŜǊƴ [ƛƭƭ .ǊǳŎŜ aǳƭƘŀǊŜ wŀȅƴƻǊ aǳƭƘŀǊŜ wƻƴ hƭƛǾŜǊ ό5ŜŎŜŀǎŜǎŜŘύ 

tŜǘŜǊ hǎōƻǊƴŜ wƻǎǎ tŜǊƪƛƴǎ DǊŀƴǘ tǳǊŘƛŜ ¢ƻƴȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ wƻƴ ²ŀŘƘŀƳ 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762 
Te Puni 5045 
Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 
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WANTED:   Society Gossip, Scandal, 

Rumour, and if all else fails, NEWS! 
Photos also very welcome é. 

 
This month we have a new advertiser -  

some will remember Larry Haines (Nissan 
owner), well he is now resident in Mooloo-

laba, Queensland and manages an holiday 
apartments. So if anyone is interested in a 

holiday in the sun check our his advert in-
side the back cover plus a sample of the 

prices on page 6.  
 

Also, donôt forget the two very important 
events coming up -  first is the AGM to be 

held as part of our May meeting and the 

second is the 40th Anniversary Dinner and 
Awards Evening in June -  see P. 16 for our 

celebration details. Tickets are selling so 
make your booking as tickets are limited.  

 
 

Alan!  

WHEN HELP IS NEEDED 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or 
otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private individual, the fol-

lowing person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 
 

Anthony Reid  973 8262 or 027 273 6579 or 021 061 1831 
Morris Jury  566 6197 or 021 629 600 
Gavin Holden 478 4666 or 027 249 1959 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!! We need any articles, trip reports,  

technical items, ñHow-toôsò, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  
Please email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz or post to 34a Hine Rd, Wainuiomata or fax to 04 914 8366. 

 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, itôs executive or committee members. Publi-
cation of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this 

area.  

 

We (CCVC) have been advised by the Petone Working Menôs Club that everyone who is not a member of the Petone Work-
ing Menôs Club MUST  sign in when they enter the club, including CCVC members attending club nights, meetings, etc.  
 
This is standard procedure for licensed clubs and it is a legal requirement that this be done so please ensure you sign in as  
a visitor whenever you attend CCVC events at the Petone Working Menôs Club (if you are not a member of PWMC of 
course).  
 
It is very important that we comply with their request if we wish to maintain the good relationship we have with them.  

Table of Contents  
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P. 11, 14  AGM Notice & Nomination Form  
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Vehicle Inspectors  

 

Dayal Landy  

Gold Coast Mechanical  
2 Epiha St, Paraparaumu  

Ph.  04 902 9244  

 

Antony Hargreaves  

Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd  
2 -  6 Hawkins St, Lower Hutt  
Ph.  04 569 3485  

 

Dave Bowler  
Bowler Motors Ltd  

11 Raiha St, Porirua  
Ph.  04 237 7251  

 

Grant Guy  
Richard Blair  

G Guy Motors  
61 -63 Thorndon Quay, Wellington  
Ph.  04 472 2020  

 

Carl Furniss  
Wellington 4WD Specialists  

26 Hawkins Street, Lower Hutt  
Ph. 04 976 5325  

 

Jim Johnson  
Ph. 04 938 9404  

or 021 389 404  
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 

make an appointment before turning 
up for an inspection!  

National Events  

May 28 - 29:  NZFWDA AGM & Annual Conference  

High quality speakers, displays and forum. To be held 

at the Waipuna Conference Centre & Hotel in Auck-

land. Call Gail Osman on 021 809 690 for more de-

tails. There will be a discount for NZFWDA members 

staying at the venue, members of the public are wel-

come to register.  

 

June 03 - 06:  Costa Plenty Tuff Truck Challenge  

Teams of three or four trucks compete in the third 

annual event to be held at the Costa Plenty 4x4 Park. 

Expressions of interest to costaplenty@hotmail.co.nz 

or phone Laurie and Sue Goldfinch on 027 246 6133  

 

June 04 - 05:  AORC Woodhill 100  The longest run-

ning motorsport event in New Zealand history, held in 

the Woodhill Forest, Helensville, Auckland. Go to 

www.aucklandoffroadracing.co.nz for more details.  

 

June 04 - 06:  Just Jeep Journeys  Queens Birthday 

weekend based in Rotorua. Initial enquiries to Merv 

Dodunski, NZ Jeep Club on 07 577 6638 or 021 973 

170.  

 

June 11 - 12:  Mainland Challenge  Run by the Can-

terbury Offroad Racing Club, the Mainland Challenge 

forms part of the South Island series and the 2011 

New Zealand Offroad Racing national series. Held at 

West Melton, Christchurch. See www.dirt.co.nz for 

more details.  

 

July 15 - 17:  Runva Tough Truck Rotorua Chal-

lenge  Get your trucks sorted and get involved for 

what is always one of the toughest winching challeng-

es. See www.geyserland4wd.co.nz for more details.  

 

July 23 - 24:  CRC Speedshow  Showcasing the new-

est and best in motorsport, new cars, motorcycles, 

trucks & 4WDôs in the ASB Showgrounds, Greenlane 

Auckland.  

 

Aug 19 - 21:  Asset Finance Taupo 1000  The long-

est, toughest offroad race in the southern hemisphere 

-  1000km of high speed offroad race action over two 

days. See www.taupo1000.co.nz for more details.  

 

Nov 25 - 27:  Wellington Winch Challenge  To be 

held at Rallywoods 4WD Park, more details closer to 

the time.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some details in this column appear courtesy of Cathy 

Parker, publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and 

Sportvehicles magazine. Potential participants should 

contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot take re-

sponsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccura-

cies.  

We are trying to find out 

more details on the histo-
ry of our club trophies 

and awards -  things like 
previous winners, where 

the trophy came from, 
what it was originally giv-

en out for, etc.  
 

So if you know anything 
that we donôt know (see 

trophy page on the web-
site to see what we do 

know) then please get in 
touch with a committee 

member or drop an email to:  

 

newsletter@ccvc.org.nz  
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As some of you will be aware, a bunch of intrepid CCVC members embarked on a 10 day trip around the South 
Island -  over the next few months we will have daily reports of each dayôs activities, here is day three: 

In Jan this year a group of 15 vehicles from the 

club did a nine day 4WD safari around the lower 

third of the South Island.  The first two days took 

us from Timaru to Otematata via Hakataramea 

Pass for the first night, then around Morven Hills 

station near Lindis Pass for the second day, staying 

at Morven Hills for the night.  

 

Day three dawned cloudy but mild.  After packing 

up, we left Morven Hills station for Tarras to refuel 

ï diesel for Prado Purple and coffee for me.  To ex-

plain the name, although everyone has a radio call -

sign number assigned by the club, most of us de-

cided to develop a more personalised call sign.  On 
(Continued on page 7) 

HOT SPECIALS from 3rd May to 9th June 2011  

20% discount off our normal rates for overnight stays  
25% discount off our normal rates for stays of 2 or more nights  

Ground Floor, low season  

Nights    2 Bedroom  p/n  3 Bedroom  p/n  

2    $323  $161  $368  $184  

3    $450  $150  $518  $173  

5    $638  $128  $750  $150  

7    $814  $116  $971  $139  

Levels 1 - 3, low season  

Nights  1 Bedroom  p/n  2 Bedroom  p/n  3 Bedroom  p/n  

1  $200  $200  $240  $240  $292  $292  

2  $315  $158  $360  $180  $405  $203  

3  $439  $146  $506  $169  $574  $191  

5  $619  $124  $731  $146  $844  $169  

7  $788  $113  $945  $135  $1103  $158  

Levels 4 - 7, low season  

Nights  1 Bedroom  p/n  2 Bedroom  p/n  3 Bedroom  p/n  

2    $405  $203  $450  $225  

3    $574  $191  $641  $214  

5    $844  $169  $956  $191  

7    $1103  $158  $1260  $180  

Rates for other length stays available on request -  email Larry Haines on  info@windwardapartments.com.au  

Refer to our new advertiser on the inside back cover for details:  
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an earlier trip I had started using ñPrado Perfectò after the name was coined by the editor of the NZ4WD mag-

azine when I  did a series of art icles on m aking m y Prado into m y perfect  touring 4WD.  Unfortunately this 

name became a bit of a problem when I had a problem and had to announce that Prado Perfect wasnôt.  We 

made a bit of a game of finding another name while I was on Rayôs earlier South Island trip, and Linda came 

up with Prado Purple following the theme of Suzi -Blu, Orange Peel and White Knight.  Ideally is should be 

ñPrado Dark Redò but this doesnôt really flow, and ñPrado Purpleò stuck because it sounded similar to ñPrado 

Perfectò. 

 

According to the sign on the unattended pumps at Tarras ñRefuelling is easyò.  However it took the combine 

efforts of most of the technically inclined members of the group to successfully get a vehicle fuelled up and a 

receipt issued. While I was doing a quick check of the vehicle I noticed something dripping from underneath.  

A bit of investigation and a call to our resident mechanics confirmed that diesel was dripping from the back of 

the engine ï probably the return pipe.  The decision was made to leave it alone unless it got worse, but that a 

bush repair could be done if necessary.  From a safety perspective it was good that it was diesel not petrol 

since diesel is much less flammable.  Itôs also a good job I donôt have a strong sense of smell since I was now 

going to spend the rest of the trip stinking of diesel.  I was somewhat reassured as we left Tarras, but still 

spent the rest of the trip watching the fuel gauge.  Luckily the leak only seemed to add about 15% to the fuel 

usage, which was not too painful.  

 

First track for the day was Thom-

son Gorge Road, a public gravel 

road labelled a 4WD track, that 

would normally be do -able in an 

ordinary car although care would 

need to be taken on some of the 

fords. Like most of these back 

roads, there were lots of gates to 

open and close, and a feature of 

this area was the hundreds of rab-

bit holes around and even a few 

rabbits dashing across the road.  

Our first stop was at the Come In 

Time stamper battery.  This is a 

nicely restored 10 -stamper battery 

that was well worth the five mi-

nute walk to inspect.  The track 

continued to wind up the gorge, 

reaching a height of 980 metres at 

the pass.  We wound our way 

down the valley on the far side, pausing again at an old hut and signing the visitorsô book before heading for 

Omakau.  

 

Passing straight through Omakau, we headed up the Ida Valley and past the Poolburn reservoir up onto Rough 

Ridge.  Although the driving was easy, I found this area fascinating, with schist outcrops poking through the 

sparse tussock.  The more imaginative 

people on the trip kept telling us to 

watch out for the outcrop that looked 

like a rabbit or a frog.  Of course with 

the convoy spread out over several kilo-

metres, we could never be sure which 

particular outcrop was being described, 

but it certainly kept those of us at the 

back entertained looking out for a rab-

bit, or was that a frog.  We also started 

seeing the wild spaniards ï a plant that 

I had never seen further north. This was 

well protected with thorns at least 20cm 

long that left a very itchy rash when 

walked into.  

 

We turned off Old Dunstan No 2 Rd (I 

think) onto Long Valley Ridge Road, still 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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following Rough Ridge.  It was now freezing outside, and we were also heading into the mist.  Time for the 

convoy to close up and make sure we could see the vehicles in front and behind.  The track was rougher than 

the Old Dunstan No2 with some quite muddy sections that while they cause no trouble did have the potential 

to get you stuck if you took the wrong line.  Looking at the dried mud ruts we were following, this track would 

be very much tougher in wetter weather and I was glad we were doing it in summer.  As per our trip notes 

there was a view of the Greenland reservoir, barely visible through the low cloud and we spotted, but give the 

weather did not follow, the side trip to the Serpentine stamper.  Not long after this the Serpentine Union 

Church appeared out of the mist and 

rain.  This church was built in 1873 by 

the local miners, and was at the time 

the highest church in New Zealand (at 

3100 feet above sea level), but the low 

number of locals and the difficult access 

for the minister, who just came up for 

the services, meant that it ended up 

being sold off as a private residence.  

This was to be our lunch stop.  Although 

on a good day it would be pleasant to 

sit outside and enjoy the view, the bad 

weather, especially at this altitude, 

meant that we all huddled inside the 

church for lunch.  While everyone else 

was busy adding layers of clothing, Ian 

was sitting there in Tee shirt and shorts, 

totally ignoring the temperature.  Mind 

you he needs to be tough ï he drives a 

Defender.  

 

After a quick and cold lunch we continued via Serpentine Road to head back down.  The first section of this 

road was badly cut up with deep mud holes and the mist making it difficult to see from one end of a bog to the 

other.  Stewart, who was leading at the time, did a great job of finding the best bypass routes.  Manoeuvring 

around bogs and picking the right line was fun, technical driving, and although some of the Suzukis ended up 

lifting wheels rather dramatically when picking extreme lines across the ruts, there were very few problems 

and only one person needed a tow.  

 

There was a couple of kilometres of this type of driving before the track started to become easier again, and 

not long after that we started to drop out of the cloud, finally arriving back on the valley floor.  We had 

planned to follow the Old Dunstan Road (as distinct from the Old Dunstan Road No 2 we were on earlier) but 

couldnôt find it so carried on to the Styx jail settlement to see the old stone buildings and fitting - including 

some remaining leg - irons for chaining prisoners to the wall.  This was a welcome break from driving before 

our last run for the day ï back the way we had come then onto Lake Onslow Road and across to Millers Flat 

for the night.  

 

Lake Onslow Road is a dry -weather public road running across the open tussock country that make up the 

lower, southern end of Rough Ridge, 

from near Paerau to SH8 between Miller 

Flat and Roxburgh. This was an easy 50 

kilometre run that was a great end to 

the day.  

 

Millers Flat was a very pleasant 

ñcivilizedò camp ground with good facili-

ties.  I was even able to borrow a cara-

van power cord so I could use the pow-

er on the site to keep my fridge run-

ning.  It was very pleasant to be warm 

again, and to sit with a cool beer watch-

ing the Clutha River slide past, deep 

and quiet but with lots of water flowing.  

 

David Coxon  

Prado Purple  

(Continued from page 7) 



CCVC  1971 -2011, 40 years of four wheeling in the capital!  Page 9 

Presidents Piece May 2011  

 

The Suzuki has been busy lately, we had a ball on John Parfittôs Sutherlands Track trip on a wet April day. A 

civilized start time gave us time for a stop at the bakery in Featherston before the six trucks booked turned up 

on time. The drive out to Te Kopi was uneventful and it was good to see the rivers were still running clear so 

there shouldnôt be any problems getting out at Ruakokoputuna.  We met up with truck seven at the Pinnacles 

and aired down before the safety briefing.  

 

The drive up onto the plateau was uneventful, last time I drove this track we had a truck on its side before the 

track started.  The start of the track was found and off we went, the rain had cleared away and the track was 

in good condition. First stop was to view the Pinnacles from the top, making sure to keep well back from the 

edge as this is quite under cut. The track was now fairly over grown and I pitied the shiner trucks as we were 

now doing some bush bashing with the odd warning from John to drive though the bush as the track was pret-

ty narrow. Being at the back made the trip all the more interesting as the slippery hill climbs were well 

churned up by the time we had a go. The Suzuki did us proud and we had no problems as we slipped and spun 

our way to the top. We missed the turn leading up to the summit as we drove the fence line, an organised 

turn around and we found our way to a magnificent view down to Lake Ferry and Palliser Bay. On to the shin-

gle slide which was like riding a roller coaster, could be hair raising if you got it wrong. The steep run down to 

the hut is in pretty good condition as long as you keep out of some deep ruts. Lunch at the hut and a chance 

for Dennis to try out his winch which was used by my son to abseil down the hill behind the hut.  

 

The drive down the river was straight forward and the track past the gate had a few deep water holes that 

could catch you out if hit at speed. Time to air up, big thanks to John and a quiet drive to Martinborough for a 

beer in the sun. Back in the valley we found it had rained all day so very happy with the decision to go.  

 

Next up was the Club Champs held at Colin Jamesô farm and I managed to check out a few hazards before my 

sons rugby game kicked off. Ash once again did a great job and 15 trucks took to the mud.  

 

Zuki Central was held over Easter Weekend and it was a great success, trip report to come.  

 

The club is sending 4 delegates to the national associations agm, nothing to controversial and we may see 

some new faces on the executive.  

 

The club has decided to run a Deadwood Safari on the last weekend of Jan next year. We are very keen to 

have a solid group of members on board early to help run the event, helping on the day will be great and ap-

preciated but the work behind the scene has to be done first. Please let me know if you can help ï send an 

email to President@ccvc.org.nz  


