
Cross Country Chronicle P. 3 

Hi there 

 

Still not much to say this month, as still 
been too busy with house renovations to 
go 4wding anywhere interesting.   

Editorial Ramblings 
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all Club trips: 

 

 1. Front and rear tow hooks, correctly fitted 2. Shovel  
 3. Fire extinguisher     4. First-aid kit  
 5. Basic tool kit     6. Kinetic rope or strop
          7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicles 

     8.  Spare tyre and wheel changing equipment 

 

If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip lead-
er has the authority to exclude you from the trip.  Details are set out in the Clubôs 
Vehicle and Equipment Inspection document.  All member vehicles going on club 

trips must display a current club vehicle inspection sticker. 

Equipment Required 

Trip / Convoy Rules: 
 

1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority follow 
their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 

2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member who invited 

them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly important 

when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles taking the wrong 
track because of the driver in front not obeying this rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter from time 
 to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements 
as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety 
reasons.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the 
circumstances of the trip permit.  The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away 
vehicles or drivers that do not comply.  The updated trip category definitions are in-

cluded towards the end of the Chronicle.   

 

It should also be noted that if a trip does not have a Trip Information Sheet in 
the Chronicle or it doesnôt appear on the CCVC website, then it may not be an 

official club trip and the club insurance policy may not apply. 
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Upcoming
Events

Oct 14:  Auckland 4x4 / ARB / Come_Up 
Winchôs Continuous Winch day.  Non-
competition, full-on fun day for those that 
have some experience and would like more. 
Contact Duncan Munro on 09 292 2825 or 
www.pukerau.co.nz 
 
Oct 14:  Westown Scouts are holding a 
fundraising event.  This is a trip that is 
popular with the 4WD community.  For de-
tails see www.westownscouts.org.nz 
 
Oct 21-23:  The Northland Gold Rush.  A 
tag-along in the far north, visiting the 
Crunchie Trail, the Kauri gum fields and 90 
mile beach. Contact Muddy on 027 577 
3790. 
 
Oct 21-23:  Canterbury Landrover Own-
ers Club 40th Anniversary.  All members, 
ex members & friends welcome. For details 
see www.clroc.net.nz/40anniversary.html 
 
Oct 22:  NZFWDA Rally Trials.  Being 
held in Wellington by (I think) Valley Club.  
Please see www.nzfwda.org.nz for details. 
 
Nov 18-19:  NZ4WD Magazine Readers 
Trip - Woodhill.  Two one day trip in 
Woodhill Forest, Auckland.  For more info 
contact subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
Nov 19:  Otago Rescue Helicopter Trust 
Fundraising Family Fun Day.  Organised 
by the Otago recreational 4WD Group & to 
be held near Dunedin.  For details please 
email lowery@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, 
publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine.  Potential participants should contact the 
event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any 
changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Vehicle Inspectors  

Dayal Landy 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Grant Guy 
Richard Blair 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 or 021 389 404 
 
 
 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and 
make an appointment before turn-
ing up for an inspection! 
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Advanced Driver Training 05/08/2006 

 

Andrew Farmer planned the day to be in a similar format to the club champs 
ï i.e. he had set up a number of hazards to be attempted ï but with a focus 
on trying different techniques and learning rather than being a competition.  
This meant allowing multiple attempts at each hazard, and no scoring.  We 
also all did the same hazard at the same time so we could learn from each 
otherôs attempts and chose not to attempt a hazard if it looked too damaging. 

 

The first hazard was a sharp, rocky drop down into a small creek and back 
up the other side.  Andrew demonstrated this with a very slow, controlled 
descent and a quick bit of welly to get back up.  Gertrudeôs short wheelbase, 
impressive approach and departure angles and long articulation made the 
whole process look easy.  It was soon evident that our shinier vehicles made 
heavier work of the hazard.  Generally people seemed to be taking the de-
scent much faster than Andrew did, and relying much more on momentum to 

(Continued on page 8) 

The club has the following sub committees running currently 
 
¶ 60k:  Grant Purdie with Antony Royal, Bruce Mulhare, Eric Bon, 

John Vruink & Mark Wolstenholme 
¶ Club Recovery:  Rodney Bracefield 
¶ Deadwood:  Roger Seymour 
¶ Police SAR:  Jim Johnson and Gavin Holden 
¶ Safety:  Andrew Farmer with Carl Furniss, Grant Purdie, John 

Kowalczyk & Ray Harkness 
¶ Trip Leaders Forum:  Carl Furniss with any trip leaders who turn 

up 
¶ Web Project: Mark Wilson with Andrew Farmer, Grant Purdie, Jay 

Montilla, Jeremy Ackley & Marcel van Dorrestein 
¶ Radio:  Jeremy Ackley with Jim Johnson, Grant Purdie, John 

Kowalczyk, Phil Lewton, Ray Harkness, Rodney Bracefield & Mark 
Wolstenholme 

 
The club also has the following external organisation liaison people 

 

Akatarawa Recreational Access Committee:  Grant Purdie & Giles Sullivan 
Foxton Beach Coast Care:  Grant Purdie & Bruce Mulhare 
Friends of Belmont:  Roger Seymour 
Greater Wellington Regional Council: Grant Purdie & Ralph Dobson 
Horowhenua District Council:  Grant Purdie 
Public Access New Zealand:  Ralph Dobson 
Tread Lightly!:  Ralph Dobson 
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Welfare 

 

Our thoughts are with the following people: 

 

Rodney Bracefield (contracted hepatitis whilst on a business trip to Fiji) 
Geoff Lowe (father recently passed away) 

get out of the creek.  Possibly this was because the more limited articulation 
and longer overhangs of most shiny trucks meant hanging up on rocks and 
spinning wheels where Gertrude would just keep going.  After listening to all 
the bangs and scraping of bumpers, I decided that there was no way I would 
get through without clearing some rocks and lengthening the slopes down 
the banks, not the aim of the day, so chose to skip this hazard.  The damage 
tally was a couple of dented / twisted bumpers a rather bent exhaust pipe 
and one truck now with only rear wheel drive after something snapped in the 
front drive system. 

 

The next two hazards were another steep descent dropping about 5m with 
either a sharp turn then up a short, sharp, slippery bank (hazard 2) or with a 
sidling through a creek followed by a cross axle exit (hazard 3).  Apart from 
keeping the descent under control, the only issue with these hazards was a 
rock on hazard 2 in just the right place to catch a bumper on the way back 
up the slippery bank.  I went first, took the corner at the bottom of the drop a 
bit wide then in trying to avoid the rock, I took the climb too gently and slid 
back onto the rock, needing a strop out.  Having shown what not to do, most 
people seemed to have no trouble with this hazard, so I had another go and 
got through no problem.  The creek exit was no problem although it took a 
bit of work with cadence braking and alignment for most people to overcome 
the cross-axle on the exit.  The only damage on these hazards was a quite 
shiny disco that took the descent too fast, taking out the driving light in the 
front bumper and part of the back bumper.  In all fairness to the driver, the 
problem was that the tyres were not holding on the descent.  Maybe this is 
because shiny trucks are heavier than the hard yakka ones. 

 

The final hazard before lunch was a sidling on a grassy bank.  Peg place-
ment was a bit optimistic since it was so slippery that keeping within the 
pegs was impossible, but great fun was had by all crabbing across the bank.  
This was also a great place for the young kids with us to get REALLY dirty 
during lunchtime. 

 

Other lunchtime entertainment was a short hazard across a little ditch.  
While the ditch itself was easy to get across, approaching at an angle to 
keep within the pegs made it harder with several people ending up parked 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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sideways in the ditch. 

 

After lunch we were intro-
duced to a long triple hazard 
consisting of driving into, 
down and out of two creeks, 
with a short loop up and 
down a hill in the middle.  
Although tight and needing 
slow manoeuvring and care-
ful positioning, the creek 
runs proved no real problem.  
The hill climb was another 
story.  It was so slippery only 
one truck made it up and 
watching him come back 
down was quite exciting. 

 

We then got into the mud.  A 
short mud run saw a few 
people cross-axled on the 
way out, but generally no 
problem, then we got onto 
the big three.  The first was 
a loop down into a bog, 
through the bog round a tree 
then out via a dip into a 
muddy creek.  A few people 
go through OK, some just managing to keep moving in the mud.  I got 
through the mud OK but took it too gently going into the final dip, and when I 
used some welly to get out I spun the back wheels and formed a nice bridge 
across the dip.  Fitting the strop was VERY muddy work but I learnt that 6ò of 
mud is very comfortable to lie in!  I just got cleaned up in time to see a few 
other trucks needing a strop to get through the bog behind the tree. 

 

Attention then shifted to the second mud run.  This was into and down a 
boggy creek, with a near vertical bank to climb out at the end.  Getting to 
down the creek was relatively easy, but getting up the bank was another 
matter.  In most cases a tow was needed to get out.  Damage included a 
rear bumper and a front number plate.   

 

Some people tried the third and very slippery and technical run, but this was 
not as entertaining as the previous bog, and time was starting to run out, 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Around the Akas to Deadwood Ridge ï 19
th
 August 2006. 

 

Saturday started with grey skies and 
drizzle.  The trip out to the Totara 
Park meeting place was smooth and 
even produced some patches of blue 
sky.  Approximately ten trucks gradu-
ally assembled as Leon checked 
safety stickers, collected the trip fees 
and greeted all.  A couple of soon to 
be members, some familiar faces, 

(Continued on page 11) 

with most people choosing to clean up and re-inflate tyres. 

 

Overall I found this to be an excellent day from which I learnt heaps, espe-
cially about where to take it more gently and when to use some welly.  
Thanks for the effort you put in Andrew, and thanks to the Pattersons for the 
use of the property. 
 
David Coxon 
K247 

(Continued from page 9) 
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and of course me newly returned from the big smog and happily rejoined in 
the club.  Tire pressures were lowered, drivers brief conducted, gate opened 
and off we go. 

 

We were greeted by a scenic panorama looking south-east as we proceeded 
up along the ridge line towards the start of the forestry area, and Mother Na-
ture kindly provided just enough of a break in the clods for blue skies and 
sun.  It was rather amusing to watch the digital cameras popping out the 
driverôs widows and snaps being grabbed as the little convoy progressed. 

 

We travelled up through the start of the forestry block along several very well 
groomed logging tracks.  Nice and easy, beautiful scenery, and the occa-
sional horse rider.  We stopped for a morning tea break after one of two 
slightly rutted tracks (little bit of fun there) just before our first stream cross-
ing.  Great opportunity for the kids to get out exploring and throw a few 
stones into the stream.  One of the soon to be members commented how 
different it is to be driving these tracks in a 4WD compared to scooting up on 
their trail bikes (& how much fun it was). 

 

We continued on up slowly climbing north-east until we got to the clearing by 
the turn-off to The Rock Garden.  The skies had clouded over again, temper-
atures were colder, and a steady drizzle had settled in.  Leon pointed out the 
sights and explained that we were looking across towards Staglands on the 
opposite ridge (well we were trying to).  Lunch break and most went for a 
walk down to see The Rock Garden.  Conversations were held about the 
different types of trucks, and who does the trip report.  Some bright spark 
volunteered that it is 
usually the first person 
to get stuck that writes 
the trip report (Mmm, 
was that me?). 

 

We packed up lunch & 
started back the way 
we had come.  I had 
borrowed a club radio 
for the trip and en-
joyed listening to the 
snatches of conversa-
tions on the way back 
about exploring other 
tracks for another trip, 
and just how far a fire 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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truck really can go!  A suggestion of crossing the river to wash the under-
neath of the trucks was sent out so we turned off down to the river.  Nothing 
too deep and a little bit of fun wandering across the slippery rocky river in the 
shallow area.  Most came down and returned via a gentle access area but 
there was a nifty little cutting in the bank, narrow & steep but fun looking, 
that a few had a go at.  Of course that included me, after watching from the 
river bank to see how itôs done.  Going up wasnôt too bad, a little bouncy, but 
I was determined to make it.  However the going left, instead of everybodyôs 
else right at the top, proved to be interesting.  There is a charming drainage 
ditch to the left and of course 
I ended up drivers side high, 
& passengers side resting 
on the bank courtesy that 
lovely little ditch!  The usual 
debate of how to get out re-
sulted along with some great 
moments of truck mounting 
by the boys (I hope they put 
the photo in to explain that 
comment).  Some spade 
work (thanks guys) and a 
little bit of a strop (or two) 
and out she comes.  Sadly 
The Lady (thatôs the name of 
my truck) was now one mud flap & a rear wheel flare reduced, and the 
slightly curved rear panels are now flatter!  Nothing structural, and with the 
creative genius of a piece of string all was well to continue.  Email addresses 

were swapped so I 
could see the photos 
later, must admit the 
adrenalin had kicked in 
by then & I was just a 
little hyperactive. 

 

We proceeded on with-
out any further event 
back to the meeting 
point.  Goodbyes were 
said & a great day was 
had by all.   
 
Thanks to Leon for a 
good day. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Steves Odlins Road Trip 3
rd
 September 2006 

 

As we hadnôt taken our TJ Wrangler into Odlins Road, we thought it was 
about time to do so.  We met at the top of the hill at just after 9:00am, and 
waited for the rest of the team to arrive. 

 

We consisted of Steve 104 and his friend Jen - Surf,  Phil and his son Jack - 
Mitzi Pajero, Dave and his neighbour in Daves Wrangler, Terry in his LWB 
Safari, Charles and Ken Odlin in a Pajero, and Nicky and I. 

 

At around 9:30 we headed out, small wheels at the front and big wheels at 
the rear.  The trip to the the first side track was uneventful, and we went right 
down to the bottom, and turned around on private farmland.  Since my last 
visit someone has removed the gate.  We turned around and headed back 
up,  I thought we may get stuck on the way up as our tranny skidplate hangs 
very low.  Sure enough  we bellied not too far from the top, and Steve had to 
give us a little assistance é..hence the trip report. 

 

We next headed down the cable track, this was something new for us.  I 
even contemplated nicking the cable for my winch, but thought it would sure-
ly weigh more than the Jeep. 

 

(Continued on page 14) 


