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The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 
 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!!  We need any articles, trip reports, technical 
items, ñHow-Toôsò, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  Please post to 10 Matariki Grove, 

Wainuiomata,  fax to 04 914 5825 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 
 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or 

as a private individual, the following person/s should be contacted 
in the first instance: 

 

Jim Johnson   04 938 9404 (home) or 021 389 404 
Gavin Holden  04 478 4666 (hm) or 025 249 1959 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, itôs executive or 
committee members.  Publication of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally 
accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this area.  The mention of products, service proce-
dures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or itôs Editor. 

Position Name Home Work Fax Cellphone 
Club Officers 
President Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 233 1192 021 612 216 
Vice President Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
Secretary Neil Blackie 587 0456 916 8715  021 210 9801 
Treasurer Jeff Simpson 233 8873 237 1148  025 405 415 
Land Access Mgrôs Grant Purdie 233 1192 021 612 216 233 1192 021 612 216 
 Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
New Members Officer Steve OôCallaghan 235 9849   021 131 0647 
Newsletter Editor Alan Donaldson 564 3045 914 5812 914 5825 025 448 089 
Safety Officer Wayne Jansen 461 7240   025 467 935 
Trip Co-Ordinator Marcel Van Dorrestein 234 8054 471 4725 471 0395 027 243 4243 
Additional Officers 
Accounts Officer Currently unappointed 
Archivist Tony Brown 04 905 9546  04 905 9547 025 671 8990 
Asset Manager Carl Furniss 567 9599   025 201 2529 
Club Captain Roger Seymour 586 2518   021 424 351 
Competition Officer Neil Blackie 587 0456 916 8715  021 210 9801 
Complaints Officer David Jones 567 6464 569 3352 569 3060 0274 452 500 
Driver Training Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 0274 482 319 
Entertainment Officer John Vruink 567 1142 025 439 981  025 439 981 
NZFWDA Delegate Paul Adams 235 7102 569 1343  021 941 343 
Tread Lightly! Delegate Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 025 482 319 
PANZ Delegate Andy Cockroft 972 5558 496 7749 470 5250 025 482 319 
Membership Database Marcus Steeneken    021 439 183 
Publicity Officer Paul Adams 235 7102   021 941 343 
Search & Rescue Jim Johnson 938 9404   021 389 404 
Track Maintenance Ray Harkness 970 5348 
Trophy Monitor John Vruink 567 1142 025 439 981  025 439 981 
Webmaster Mark Wilson 973 4782 920 3374  029 920 3374 
Welfare Officer Barbara Blackie 587 0456    
Committee Member 1 Larry Haines 567 0902   025 538 525 
Committee Member 2 Colin Landy 04 299 8188 0274 444 789  0274 444 789 
Committee Member 3 Currently unappointed 
Committee Member 4 Currently unappointed 
  

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762, Te Puni, Wellington 
 

www.ccvc.org.nz 

The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!!  We need any articles, trip reports, technical 
items, ñHow-Toôsò, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  Please post to 34a Hine Rd 

Wainuiomata,  fax to 04 914 8366 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or as a private 

individual, the following person/s should be contacted in the first instance: 

Jim Johnson   04 938 9404 (home) or 021 389 404 
Gavin Holden  04 478 4666 (hm) or 025 249 1959 

DISCLAIMER:  The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, itôs 
executive or committee members.  Publication of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally 
accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this area.  The mention of products, service procedures or service 

organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or itôs Editor. 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762, Te Puni, Wellington 
www.ccvc.org.nz 

CCVC Life Members    

Andy Cockroft Bob Jeffrey  (Deceased) Bruce Mulhare George Bean 

Graham Barr Heather Jeffrey Leith Bean Mike Gall 

Owen Farghar Raynor Mulhare Ron Oliver (Deceased) Ron Wadham 

Steve Lacey Stuart Brown Tom Adams Tony Street 

Vern Lill    
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Front cover photo:  This wouldnôt be the honourable Cross Country 
Chronicle printer by any chance, would it???  

Hi there 
 
Came back from holiday on a Sunday afternoon with a Chronicle deadline 
looming the following Tuesday night, so itôs been a bit of a mission to get 
everything sussed and in place - nothing like a few late nights to bring your 
thoughts back down to the ground! 
 
Anyway had a good time over in Australia, didnôt get any 4wding done but 
drove about 2700km looking around NSW 
and Victoria.  Drivers over there are cer-
tainly a lot more courteous and friendly as 
well which helps when you are on a mul-
tilane freeway looking for painted arrows 
on the road to know what lane you need 
to be in!  
 
Once again, donôt forget that subs are 
now overdue and vehicle inspections due 
by the end of October. 
 
 
Alan... 

Editorial Ramblings 
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Insert Presidents Piece here 
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all Club trips: 

 

  1. Front and rear tow hooks  2. Shovel 
  3. Fire extinguisher   4. First-aid kit 
  5. Basic tool kit   6. Kinetic rope or strop 
   7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicles 

 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip lead-

er has the authority to exclude you from the trip. 
 

Equipment Required 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority 

follow their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 
2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member 

who invited them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly im-

portant when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles 
taking the wrong track because of the driver in front not obeying this 
rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter 
 from time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements 
as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety 
reasons.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the 
circumstances of the trip permit.  The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away 
vehicles or drivers that do not comply.  The updated trip category definitions are in-
cluded towards the end of the Chronicle. 
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Upcoming
Events

Oct 21-24:  National 4x4 Show.  Melbourne Exhibi-
tion & Convention Centre.  Biggest and best of the 
Australian shows.  For more information visit 
www.4x4.com.au 

 

Oct 22-25:  Coastal Land Rovers 2004.  A four day 
get together for all Land Rover owners, much like 
Glenorchy 2002.  For more information 
www.coastalrovers.com 

 

Oct 24:  King Toyota Deadwood Safari.  NZ4WDA 
National Trials Round 1.  Aotea Block, Porirua.  
Hosted by Valley 4WD Club.  Contact Andy Mitchell 
on 04 920 7741 or email new@king.toyota.co.nz 

 

Nov 6:  Taihape Rotary 4x4 Desert Event.  
Waiouru.  New format.  Contact Murray Oliver ph/fx 
06 388 1116, murray.oliver@amcom.co.nz or Bill 
Byford on ph 06 388 0194, fx 06 388 0174 or 
bill@byfords@co.nz 

 

Nov 12-16:  Dennyôs Restaurants NZ 4x4 Chal-
lenge.  4x4 Challenges NZ Inc.  See the official 
website at www.auckland4wd.org.nz  Contact Peter 
Vahry 09 524 0474 or 027 431 0923 

 

Nov 20-21:  NZ4WD magazine readers trip -  Cen-
tral Plateau.  Two day trip (can do one day if de-
sired) in the Central Plateau area.  Contact Mechelle 
on 09 478 4771 or send email to 
subs@adrenalin.co.nz 

 

Nov 27:  Family Fun Safari (shiny run).  Across 
Waikaretu farmland in south Waikato.  Register with 
Waikaretu School, RD5, Tuakau, phone/fax 09 233 
3014 or email waikeretu@internet.co.nz 

 

From Jan 16, 2005:  Northland Kauri Coast Safa-
ri .  Starting from Dargaville, This is early warning 
that this very popular event is on again in 2005.  For 
more info contact 09 439 6014, 021 262 0098 or 
send an email to kauricoastsafari@hotmail.com 

 

Feb 12-14, 2005:  Waikaia/Switzers High Country 
4x4 Jamboree.  Runs each day out of Waikaia, easy 
to extreme trips.  Evening meal each day.  $300 for 
entrant and co-driver.  Contact Lenox Allison 03 903 
0202 or email lenoz.a@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, 
publisher of the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles 
magazine.  Potential participants should contact the 
event organiser; CCVC cannot take responsibility for any 
changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Vehicle Inspectors  

Dayal Landy 
Troy Manderson 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Steve Lacey 
Wellington Vehicle Compliance 
17 - 20 Rutherford St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 570 6039 
 
Robbie Bromley 
Jones Automotive Services 
136B Jackson St 
Petone 
Ph.  04 568 3010 
 
Grant Guy 
James Oliver 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Mike Egan 
M Gall 4 Wheel Drive 
3 Happy Valley Road 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 383 6554 
 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Paul Adams 
Fully Equipped 
453 Hutt Road 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 569 1343 
 
Jim Johnson 
Ph. 04 938 9404 or 021 389 404 
 
NB:  Please remember to call and make an 
appointment before turning up for an inspec-
tion! 
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Tyre debate - Large tyres verses Environment 
By Ashley Lucas 

 

Tyre choice is one of the biggest decisions made when choosing the right 
gear for your four-wheel drive.  Apart from the cost and the brand of tyre you 
choose how much consideration toward other club members, respect to-
wards landowners or managers or even the environment goes in this pro-
cess? 

 

When I first started out in this past time their where really only a couple of 
chooses for tyres, Firestone super all traction, SAT, or Reidrubberôs triple 
traction.  Whatever brand it was a cross-ply tyre and was nearly always a 
7.50x 16 size.  Better still if you got it in the 6 ply rather than the heavy-duty 
8-ply sidewall.  This was because the 6 ply gave you better flex for moulding 
the tyres to the terrain and gave a longer footprint.  Soon the 8.25x16 tyre 
became popular and while it gave you the height it was difficult to locate it in 
a 6 ply. 

 

The Firestone SAT was considered the best because when you spun them 
up they cleared the tread better.  This was the style of off road driving within 
clubs at the time.  Spin the tyres to get them to bite and clear the mud at the 
same time.   

 

Due to the heavy nature of the larger tyre, more horsepower was required to 
spin these times and generally they were used by the óbig boysò in the V8 
powered Cruisers and Landies. 

 

The same tyres were used by farmers and again usually in the standard size 
of 750x16ôs.  The farmer could always get through his track anytime of the 
year.  The ruts never got any deeper than his Land Rover diffs would allow 
as he plodded through daily.  A different story if he allowed someone else 
through the tracks with over sized tyres. 

 

For years Clubôs have banned the use of tyre chains mostly because of the 
damage they would cause to the tracks on trips but little thought was given 
to the damage done by the aggressively driven SATôs.  Chains when used 
correctly do not need spinning of the wheels to clear as in the techniques 
used with tyres but try telling Club people to stop spinning their wheels when 
they were out to play!  Many South Island Clubs and landowners specify that 
chains should be used to ensure the best traction and minimise track dam-
age.  

 

Come forward to present day and we have a vast range of vehicles, with a 
huge range of engines, horsepower and torque.  Even more so we have 
modern radial tyres in more sizes and tread patterns than there are days in 
the year.  The decision for tyre choice is often made on price but also on 
looks.  You can get some really macho looking tyres for your buck these 
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days; tyres that will slice through clay like a hot knife though butter and have 
more blobs and lumps than a pimply faced teenager.   

 

It seems to be the ñinò thing to get the biggest widest and most aggressive 
tyre that you can fit to your vehicle.  35-40 plus inch tyres are becoming very 
popular with the ótoughô guys who relish in the thought of kicking mud in the 
eye of anybody else who dare follow them.  Here lies the problem, unless 
you have tyres of at least the same diameter or bigger you wonôt be able to 
follow.  The ruts are just too damn deep and you quickly bottom out and are 
stuck fast or you back out and wimp off home with your tail between your 
legs humiliated. 

 

To run the larger diameter tyres, generally more horsepower is required to 
turn them so larger modified engines are required.  With all that power you 
have to show bystanders what you can do; the larger the rooster tail the bet-
ter!!  Hell, we learned over the years that we need to ñspinò our tyres to clear 
them for the next bite to keep forward momentum up and to stop clogging up 
the tread.  But hang on whatôs happening to the ground under those tyres.  
Itôs getting dug up faster that a pack of hungry captain cookers at work in a 
two metre square paddock. 

This is impressive from a spectatorôs point of view, but what of the landown-
ers and of the individuals and groups that frown heavily on our form of recre-
ation?  To them the earth beneath your tyres is very fragile, hallowed even 
and should not be disturbed.  To them you have violated something very 

(Continued from page 7) 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 9 

Membership Discounts 
 
The following companies in the Wellington are 
offering very generous discounts to Club Mem-
bers - please support these businesses as they 
support our interests: 
 

     Firestone   New tyres 
     Cookes   Strops, ropes and recovery equipment 
     NZ Car Parts  Second hand car parts 
     Fully Equipped  4WD parts and service 
     BNT    Filters, vehicle parts and  accessories 
     TWL    Vehicle parts and accessories 
 Pipeline Supplies  Pipe & fittings (for rollcage, etc) 
 Twiggs   Products 
 King Toyota   Trade prices on parts & accessories 
 Diesel & Turbo  Products and Services 
 Taranaki Street Tyres Tyres, Tubes and Alighments 
 Gold Coast Mechanical Parts and Servicing 
 DE McMillan   Private Panel & Paint 
  
Please show your membership card to obtain all discounts. 


