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The club meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
at the Petone Working Mans Club, Udy Street, Petone. 

 
 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS 
This is your magazine so it can only be as good as the contributions you make!!  We need any articles, trip reports, technical 
items, “How-To’s”, etc to be in the hands of the editor by the end of each calendar month.  Please post to 10 Matariki Grove, 

Wainuiomata,  fax to 04 914 5825 or email to newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 
 

SAFETY POLICY 
Should any members fail to return from any outing, four wheel drive or otherwise, whether as a club member or 

as a private individual, the following person/s should be contacted 
in the first instance: 

 

Jim Johnson   04 938 9404 (home) or 021 389 404 
Gavin Holden  04 478 4666 (hm) or 025 249 1959 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the club, it’s executive or 
committee members.  Publication of maintenance techniques or mechanical modifications should be weighed against generally 
accepted procedures and the Club should not be considered an authority in this area.  The mention of products, service proce-
dures or service organisations herein does not constitute endorsement by the Club, the Cross Country Chronicle or it’s Editor. 

Cross Country Vehicle Club (Wellington) Inc 
PO Box 38-762, Te Puni, Wellington 
 

www.ccvc.org.nz 
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Front cover photo:  This pix shows Leroy showing off what’s under his 
kilt on a trip in the Manawatu somewhere. 

Hi there 

 

I’ll bet you didn’t expect another issue of the Cross Country Chronicle quite 
as soon after the April issue, did you?  Actually, our printers are off on a well
-earned holiday in the South Island at the end of the month so the print 
deadline for the May mag had to be real early.   

 

Due to the tight deadlines, there is not quite the usual number of trip reports 
as people haven’t had time to get the creative juices going yet - maybe June 
will be a bonus issue! 

 

The AGM has been and gone for another 
year, and we’ve gained a few new com-
mittee members and lost a few.  I’d like to 
welcome the new members to the com-
mittee and hope they enjoy their time at 
the helm, as well as farewell those leav-
ing, and thank them for the help and sup-
port during the year or years we’ve 
worked together.   
 
 
Alan... 
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President's Piece - Moy 2004
It seems just the other doy thqt I wrote fhe Prresident's Piece describing the End of
the club yeor ond olrecdy I'rn welcorning you oll to the stqrt of our 2OO4 - 2005 club
yest.

The AGIJ\ hos come and gone ond we hqw a new cornrnittee. /rlrost of our teqm is

stcying on for another term, ond we welcome os new officers Jliorion Houghton
(Welfare Officer),lrltichqel lJturphy (Cornploints Officer),6ibs Sullivqn ond Eric Bon

(Of f icers w ithout p rtfo I io).

We farewell with thqnks those off icers.who hqve cornpleted their ferms. To r"epeot

the sentimenls expressed qt the 46lr\, the club thqnks eqch of you wry rnuch for oll

thot you hove confributed during your terms, some of thern very long terms: Andy
Cockroft, Neil Blockie, Wcyne Jonsen, Daw Jones, Borboro Blockie ond Lorry Haines.

Sorne of lost yeor's officers hove now token on new roles too. See oll the detoils on

the list inside the front cover. As of writing,there ore sfill some vqccnt positions - in

porticular we would oppreciote hearing frorn ony mernbers who think they might be

oble to join the teom os Club Secr€tary or Cornpetition Off icer.

The big news of the club yeqr wqs the successful conclusion of the 60k sub-
comrnittee's long terrn project. The club agreed with their recornmendotion to set up

o 60k Estoblishrnent Teqm to purchose o pnoperty at Turongi qs the first step
towords hoving some club qccornmodotion in the centrol ploteau oreo. This will be o

bose for 4wd trips oround the centre of the North Islond or jusf for members'
recreqtion. The purchose went through on 14 April, by coincidence the dqte of our
AOlJt. So now we os o club own o piece of lond where we infend to develop
qccommodotion.

The next project for the 60k Estqblishment Teom will be to plon ond cost o building,
then come to the club wiih their recommendotions.

The yeor is 9oin9 to be busy, we hove a lot of other projects under woy ond it looks os

if we'll hove c good chonce of cornpleting most thern, given the ever-increosing
strength of our cornmittee qnd the willingness of officers ond mernbers to pitch in
ond help.

And of course, lots more four wheel driving. All this other project stuff is just to
support our efforts to find new ploces to 9o, to keep up our relqtionships with the
wonderful people who kindly ollow us onto their lond, qnd to moke surc thqt we hove o

good teom of Trip Leoders who ore willing to run lots of trips ond events for us oll.

Heres to lots of sofe off-roodin9...
6ront Purdie, Club President,23 April2004
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In accordance with club policy, the following equipment is required on all Club trips: 

 

  1. Front and rear tow hooks  2. Shovel 
  3. Fire extinguisher   4. First-aid kit 
  5. Basic tool kit   6. Kinetic rope or strop 
   7. Roll bar or cage for all open / soft top vehicles 

 
If these items are not present in your vehicle at the beginning of a trip, the trip lead-

er has the authority to exclude you from the trip. 
 

Equipment Required 

Trip / Convoy Rules 
1. The trip leader is always in charge. Please recognise their authority 

follow their instructions and give him / her the respect they deserve 
2. No dogs or firearms 
3. Guests on a Club outing are the responsibility of the Club member 

who invited them 
4. No drinking and driving 
5. Keep the vehicle immediately behind in sight. This is particularly im-

portant when you come to a turnoff. There is no excuse for vehicles 
taking the wrong track because of the driver in front not obeying this 
rule 

6. Keep your position in the convoy  i.e.  no passing 
7. Watch vehicle spacing on public roads to ensure that public vehicles 
 can pass in safety 
8. Make sure the vehicle in front has cleared an obstacle before you 
 attempt it 
9. If you must leave the convoy, inform someone 
10. Respect the environment 
11. Expect to provide a write-up and / or photos for the Club newsletter 
 from time to time if you participate in Club trips. 

Trip Categories 
Please be aware that the trip category requirements and any additional requirements 
as detailed on the Trip Information Sheet for the trip will be strictly enforced for safety 
reasons.  The Trip Leader is able to waive a particular requirement for a trip, if the 
circumstances of the trip permit.  The Committee requires Trip Leaders to turn away 
vehicles or drivers that do not comply.  The updated trip category definitions are in-
cluded towards the end of the Chronicle. 
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Upcoming
Events

May 16:  4WD Rally in Rangitikei Forest.  
Run by Middle District Lions Club, Manawa-
tu 4WD Club & George Walker Commer-
cials.  Departs from Bulls, $50 per vehicle.  
For more details contact 
mdmills@clear.net.nz or 78 Salisbury St, 
Ashhurst. 
 
July 24:  NZ4WD magazine readers trip -  
South Island.  Christchurch start.  One day 
trip repeated on the 25th if enough demand.  
Contact Mechelle on 09 478 4771 or send 
email to subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
Aug 15-Sep 8:  Outback Australia Safari 
25 days.  Brisbane to Brisbane, via Simp-
son Desert.  Hire vehicles; 100 Series Land-
cruisers, fully equipped for outback use.  
Contact Explore by 4x4 at 
www.explore4x4.co.nz 
 
Sep 11-12:  NZ4WD magazine readers 
trip -  Woodhill Forest.  Two identical one 
day trips in the Woodhill Forest.  Contact 
Mechelle on 09 478 4771 or send email to 
subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
Nov 20-21:  NZ4WD magazine readers 
trip -  Central Plateau.  Two day trip (can 
do one day if desired) in the Central Plateau 
area.  Contact Mechelle on 09 478 4771 or 
send email to subs@adrenalin.co.nz 
 
From Jan 16, 2005:  Northland Kauri 
Coast Safari .  Starting from Dargaville, 
This is early warning that this very popular 
event is on again in 2005.  For more info 
contact 09 439 6014, 021 262 0098 or send 
an email to kauricoastsafari@hotmail.com 
 
 
Details in the column appear courtesy of Sam Parker, publisher of 
the New Zealand 4WD and Sportvehicles magazine.  Potential 
participants should contact the event organiser; CCVC cannot 
take responsibility for any changes or inadvertent inaccuracies. 

Vehicle Inspectors 

Dayal Landy 
Troy Manderson 
Gold Coast Mechanical 
2 Epiha St 
Paraparaumu 
Ph.  04 902 9244 
 
Antony Hargreaves 
Epuni Motors 1987 Ltd 
2 - 6 Hawkins St 
Lower Hutt 
Ph.  04 569 3485 
 
Dave Bowler 
Bowler Motors Ltd 
11 Raiha St 
Porirua 
Ph.  04 237 7251 
 
Gary Young 
VTNZ Upper Hutt 
847 Fergusson Dr 
Upper Hutt 
Ph.  04 527 0501 
or 025 686 7689 
 
Steve Lacey 
Wainuiomata Motors 
Moores Valley Rd 
Wainuiomata 
Ph.  04 564 8823 
 
Robbie Bromley 
Jones Automotive Services 
136B Jackson St 
Petone 
Ph.  04 568 3010 
 
Grant Guy 
James Oliver 
G Guy Motors 
61-63 Thorndon Quay 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 472 2020 
 
Mike Egan 
M Gall 4 Wheel Drive 
3 Happy Valley Road 
Wellington 
Ph.  04 383 6554 
 
Carl Furniss 
Wellington 4WD Specialists 
26 Hawkins Street 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 976 5325 
 
Paul Adams 
Fully Equipped 
453 Hutt Road 
Lower Hutt 
Ph. 04 569 1343 
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Membership Discounts 
 
The following companies in the Wellington are 
offering very generous discounts to Club Mem-
bers - please support these businesses as they 
support our interests: 
 

     Firestone   New tyres 
     Cookes   Strops, ropes and recovery equipment 
     NZ Car Parts  Second hand car parts 
     Fully Equipped  4WD parts and service 
     BNT    Filters, vehicle parts and  accessories 
     TWL    Vehicle parts and accessories 
 Pipeline Supplies  Pipe & fittings (for rollcage, etc) 
 Twiggs   Products 
 King Toyota   Trade prices on parts & accessories 
 Diesel & Turbo  Products and Services 
 Taranaki Street Tyres Tyres, Tubes and Alighments 
 Gold Coast Mechanical Parts and Servicing 
 DE McMillan   Private Panel & Paint 
  
Please show your membership card to obtain all discounts. 
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There is a new four wheel drive 
company just setup in the Lower 
Hutt area - we are working on 
getting a more permanent advert, 
but in the meantime give Carl a 
call on 04 976 5325. 

The Alvis Stalwart - A Gentle Giant. 

Need a truck? Want a boat? Have to have a capable off-roader? Congratula-
tions. You're one of the very few who can even start to justify owning ....... A 
STOLLY!  

 

How to win friends and influence people - sell the family car and buy an Alvis 
Stalwart (right). No need to worry about side impact bars or driver air bags, 
and there's loads of room for the shopping in the back. With prices rumoured 
to start at 1500 stg plus sales tax you should be looking for "one careful 
owner, never used on-road".  

 

Once upon a time, many years ago now, there was a young boy who used to 
collect toy cars, Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, and so on. He had other hobbies 
and pastimes, fishing, football, falling out of trees, the usual stuff. But the 
model cars were held in high esteem, and none more so than the Matchbox 
Mercedes-Benz Unimog. One day, this young chap was peering through the 

../../Unimog/Unimog.html
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window of his local Matchbox models stockist, when something in there 
caught his eye. It was something strange, bizarre even, but at the same time 
uniquely attractive. It had six wheels and looked like a cross between a 
truck, a ship, and a sci-fi "moon rover". It was painted white, and carried 
down each side the B.P. logo, along with the single evocative word 
"EXPLORATION" in large capital letters. He had to have it. The young lad 
cobbled together his life savings, and duly purchased the model truck. It 
turned out to be an Alvis Stalwart, and it was immediately elevated to no.1 
favourite, above the Unimog.  

 

Well eventually, the models disappeared, passed down I suppose to some 
younger collector, probably at that age when girls, acne, youth clubs, and 
getting hold of beer, become subjects of primary importance. It was a good 
few years later that I saw my first Stalwart "in the flesh", in the woods at 
Tong, between Leeds and Bradford. A Stalwart in action is a sight, and 
sound, to behold. It is a machine with real presence, a gentle giant of an off-
roader. 

 

Despite it's modern appearance, the first Stalwart in fact saw light of day way 
back in 1959. It was not, however, until 1966 that the vehicle entered service 
with the British Army. It's role was that of general amphibious transport truck, 
many units being fitted with a hydraulic crane and raised central canvas tilt 
support. Unfortunately, rapid technical advancement in helicopter design 
rendered it's usefulness in all-terrain load carrying prematurely obsolete.  

 

You don't so much "get in" a Stalwart, as more sort of "climb aboard" the 
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thing. Cab entry involves scram-
bling up onto the roof, using hubs, 
tyres, and strategically placed 
rungs, and then lowering yourself 
in through one of two circular 
"submarine" style hatches. Once 
inside, you are confronted by an 
array of dials, levers, and controls. 
The steering wheel is large and 
rather "flat". Gears are on the driv-
er's right, and the handbrake on the left. Various other controls, notably re-
verse, diff lock, winch, and the marine propulsion controls, are by the hips. 
The driver sits, unusually, in the middle, with one passenger seat on either 
side. There are no doors, only the roof hatches, however one side window 
on each side will slide up and down, and can be locked in any mid position. 
It is very much a "forward control" vehicle, the driver sitting ahead of the 

leading wheels. 
With all that weight 
and 3 pairs of 
wheels behind you, 
it must be a very 
strange sensation to 
reach to top of a 
steep climb only to 
continue skywards, 
the nose becoming 
nicely "airborne". 

 

For such a large 
beast the Stalwart is 
a formidable cross-
country vehicle. Ap-
proach and depart 
angles are good, 
maximum speed on 
land is claimed to 
be 40mph, and 
trenches up to five 
feet wide can be 
tackled with impuni-
ty. Before taking to 
the water the opera-
tor must undertake 
a veritable plethora 
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of tasks, chores, 
and checks, includ-
ing switching on the 
bilge pumps! 
Manoeuverability in 
water is good, steer-
ing being achieved 
by a combination of 
vectored thrust from 
the PTO driven twin 

Dowty water-jet propulsion units, and the road wheels. Speed through water 
is said to be about 6 knots.  

 

So how does it all work ? I'm glad you asked me that. The "chassis" is, in 
fact, the hull, and is made from steel, of frameless construction. Suspension 
is independent all round, utilising torsion bars with parallel links. There are a 
total of 22 telescopic hydraulic dampers. The engine is mounted at the rear, 
under the load deck, access being gained via six lift-off hatches. Drive is tak-
en forward through a 12 inch Borg and Beck clutch, to the 5-speed primary 
gearbox, which incorporates PTO's for winch and marine drive. Forward 
again to the transfer box, which incorporates the reverse and a "No-Spin" 
diff, the purpose of which is to limit the slippage between left and right wheel 



Cross Country Chronicle P. 14 

sets. This diff can be locked, to fix all six wheels as one solid unit. From here 
drive is taken out sideways to the centre wheel bevel boxes, then on to the 
front and rear wheel pairs by further side mounted prop-shafts. Axle half 
shafts fitted with Tracta CV joints at each end join bevel boxes to wheel hub 
reduction gears. Complicated isn't it ? Yes, it is, and many will, by now, have 
spotted the reason why private Stalwart ownership could be the stuff of 
nightmares. All three wheels on each side are locked as one mechanical 
unit. If driven on hard surfaces, the amount of transmission wind-up generat-
ed is self destructive. As the Army were quick to find out, the bevel boxes 
bear the brunt. This vehicle is no boulevard cruiser.  

 

Not put off by that ? There's more ....... A full tank of 90 gallons can reasona-
bly be expected to take you just over 400 miles. Yes, that's 4.5 mpg, driven 
lustily. There are 5 gallons of oil in the 
engine, 3 more in the gearbox, 15 in 
total of hydraulic fluid. There are count-
less more fluids and lubricants required 
all over the place. There are seals, un-
ions, hoses, joints, gaskets and such, in 
more places than you can shake a stick 
at. Go swimming and all those fluids 
may, nay probably will, need replacing. 

  

So there you have it. Stalwart by name, 
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but not necessarily by nature. One thing is clear, in order to keep one of 
these wonderful machines running, you need more than a domestic garage 
and a socket set. Ideally, you will have access to a serious engineering 
shop, a second donor vehicle would be a good idea, and a generously pro-
portioned low-loader is a must, to cart the thing around. Obviously, you'll 
have a class I heavy goods vehicle licence for the low-loader, and it goes 
without saying that you'll need a very healthy bank balance. Where to play ? 
Might I suggest purchasing 10,000 acres of Scotland, preferably with a small 
loch or two thrown in for good measure? 

  

If anyone reading this happens to have a Stalwart, and all the other prerequi-
sites mentioned above, I will willingly travel some distance in order to write 
the sequel to this tale ........... "The Alvis Stalwart - What it's like to drive 
one"!  

FOR SALE 
 

 

Landrover 110,   1986, Blue, 3.6L Diesel 

Large side windows, ARB R/Locker, $9000 ONO 

  

Ph Tony 04 905 9546 or email tony.brown@paradise.net.nz 
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Round Two - Manufacturers Challenge 
 
Saturday 3

rd
 April saw the last round of the Manufacturers Challenge fought 

out at the Aotea site in Porirua. There were four teams involved, Roger Sey-
mour’s GT Nissan team, Mark Stockler’s Red Cruiser team, Andrew 
Farmer’s Mixed team and Julian Rivers Team Bitza. 

 

The course was made up of 6 hazards with each team randomly drawing 
their start position. Competition rules apply for the pegs, start and finish at 
the blues with keeping the red on the right, yellow on the left. The event is 
set up to test the team’s recovery knowledge and also getting everybody 
working together as a team. Safety is paramount so all precautions are tak-
ing when working with the recovery gear. Teams are made up of 4 vehicles 
of similar type with a driver and navigator/runner.  

 

The day proved to be a bit testing on some of the vehicles with each team 
having their own breakages. From memory we had broken CV’s, winches, 
axles and rear pinions. This is not supposed to happen but as the trip sheet 
and at the drivers briefing said, a moments hesitation can cost you a weeks 
pay! I think everybody enjoyed themselves what with the awesome weather 
and the great BBQ that John Hughes cooked up for the participants. Thanks 
to Neil for the Portaloo and providing the food and BBQ and to Dave Hilleard 
and John Hughes for helping me peg out the course. 

 

The results show that only one team managed to complete all 6 hazards un-
der the 40 minute DNF time even though there were two rollovers on the 
hazards 2 and 3 and a broken CV also on hazard 3. The Red Cruiser Team 
made up of Andy Mitchell, Mark Stockler, Dave Hilleard, Ryan Bold, Layne 
Jones and Kevin Wilde took out not only this round but also round one which 
means they are the 2003 champs, again. Sorry Roger, better luck next time. 

 

 Remember that this is a fun event and can be enjoyed by any Club truck so 
start working on your team for next season. 

 Hazard 1 Hazard 2 Hazard 3 Hazard 4 Hazard 5 Hazard 6 

Team 
Bitza 

DNF 
(1 vehicle) 

0.27.50 0.18.57 0.6.38 0.20.56 0.15.29 

Red 
Cruiser 
Team 

0.12.26 0.27.31 0.31.27 0.9.07 0.13.14 0.15.38 

GT 
Nissan 

0.34.28 0.22.16 DNF DNF 0.23.50 0.11.30 

Team 
Mixed 

DNF  
(3 vehicle) 

DNF 
(1 vehicle) 

DNF DNF 
(1 vehicle) 

DNF 
(2 vehicle) 

0.36.06 
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CCVC Trip report- Cattle Ridge- Orongorongas 
Or- The continuing tale of Ron’s Rambles  

 

Great- Another beautiful day saw 21 4wd’s assemble at Rimutuka Forest 
Park at 0930 for a 1000 takeoff.  We were all well organised with the money 
tin full and Ron explaining the trip by 0945.   Kath’s smile was getting bigger 
as she head Ron say  “Well the Cattle Ridge ruts have been graded so that’s 
OK- chuckle, chuckle”, and the big slip around the coast has also been grad-
ed so that’s OK- chuckle, chuckle”.  Well the next was “And the slip that I 
came to grief on has been graded so that’s OK, He, He, He.”   After some 
comment about ”Where has all the fun gone” and “There will be no one to 
write the trip report” we were soon heading up Cattle Ridge to a view to die 
for. 

 

Just as well we stopped to take in the view over both the straits and Welling-
ton as within minutes the fog had rolled in and view was gone.  Apart from 
some scratchy bits the trip down Cattle ridge was a doodle, and yes, Ron 

was right the ruts were 
GONE!  Through the Oron-
goronga River and past the 
homestead and we were off 
around the coast, again it 
was like a highway, hi 
range and even the big 
shingle slide was a doddle.  
Funny that, as it seemed 
really hard on our first trip 
(a school trip) in Kath’s two 
week old Xtrail, which only 
has hi range and lots of 
breakable bits, saw 
it  subsequently banished to 
school and kindy deliveries.  
Lunch at the Mukamukaiti 
Stream in a lovely secluded 
spot in the sun soon had us 
all really relaxed. In bygone 
days when I was younger 
and Bow-hunting in the ar-
ea and we used to walk 
around, hunt and walk back 
all in a day and it was simp-
ly “The Little Muka’s. 

 

A quick trip from there to 
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Ocean beach to the “hard “part of the trip, a quick dash along the 7 kilome-
tres or so to Lake Onoke outfall into Palliser Bay. After a short stop to let 
some overheated vehicles cool a bit and to fix Ewan’s Safari’s melted fuses 
we were all heading back with no one keen to get stuck and have to write 
the trip report. Now I am not a fan of sand driving, but it was sure fun, after 
my heartbeat had slowed a little. I am also sure that more diesel and petrol 
was consumed on the short beach run than the whole of the rest of the day. I 
can assure you there were a couple of V8 owners with worried looks on their 
faces at  Lake Onoke who said they could see their fuel gauges dropping 
and were not sure they had enough fuel left to get home. 

 

A leisurely trip back, still  with great weather and a beautiful looking sea, saw 
everyone back at Orongoronga river bridge by 1600 hours after all stopping 
to read (or try to read) the Sesquicentennial Mukamuka covenant plaque by 
the “Big Muka’s which commemorates the pioneers driving stock around the 
coast in around 1846 (I think- bugger, if I knew I was going to do this I would 
have written it down!).  Gosh, we will be home early I think, as we stop to 
say goodbye to Ron, but no, he asked if we want to do Cattle Ridge again.  

 

 Around 12 vehicles did the reverse trip and 45 minutes later, after braving 
thick cloud and a moderate wind on the top, we were inflating tyres down on 
the coast road and ready for home.Now you may ask how I got to write 
the  rip report, as no one got stuck all day. Easy really, being the last to 
leave and chatting to Ron, I asked if he had a volunteer. Would you believe, 
he did not and here I am “doing my bit.” Teach me to keep my mouth shut.If 
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CCVC Tyre Discounts 

For those of us in the market for one or a set of tyres, 
Marcus has arranged a great discount for club mem-
bers.  The discount covers both Firestone and Bridge-
stone tyre brands. 
 
For further details, contact Marcus on 021 439 183. 

Are you a new member?  Do you get the News emails from the club?  Do you have 
access to the club’s website memberzone?  If not then have a word with a committee 
member as these are all ways in which the club communicates with it’s members.   

 

Some useful email addresses are: 

   

  Webmaster@ccvc.org.nz (general web site queries) 
  lists@ccvc.org.nz (contact the person who administers the list servs) 
  Trips@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Trip Coordinator) 
  newsletter@ccvc.org.nz (to send stuff to the newsletter editor) 
  Database@ccvc.org.nz (contact the membership database administrator) 
  Access@ccvc.org.nz (contact the Chairman of the Land Access Management Committee) 
  NZ4WDAdelegate@ccvc.org.nz  (contact the NZ Four Wheel Drive Association delegate) 

Don’t forget that the club has four comprehensive first aid kits that are available for 
trip leaders to carry on any trips they lead.  They are a backup emergency kit that is  

supplementary to those kits carried by individual trip members.  
  

Contact the Safety Officer to arrange collection. 

Please note that if would like to receive club news announcements from 

news@ccvc.org.nz and have an e-mail account, then drop our database ad-

ministrator an email on database@ccvc.org.nz and you will be included on 

the news list.  Note that this is not an automatic thing, you need to ask. 

mailto:news@ccvc.org.nz
mailto:database@ccvc.org.nz
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Track Maintenance 
 

Do you know of any tracks that are in need of 
some maintenance?  If you do then please 
make some notes to indicate where and what 
repairs are required (digital photos & GPS co-
ordinates would be nice) and give the details to 
Ray Harkness at a clubnight or email them to 
rayh@paradise.net.nz 
 
NB:  Please do not ask us to do any work that 
would make "The 24 Hour Track"  into  "The 12 
Hour Track" though! 

Club Member Trades, Services and Supplies 
 

Clare Decorators Ltd - House painting (interior / exterior), wallpaper-

ing, water blasting.  Will do commercial also.  Discount offered to club 

members.  Ph Larry on 567 0902 / 025 538 525 
 

I’m sure that there must be club members who would like some free adver-
tising, so if you own your own business and would like it mentioned on this 
page, then please contact the editor on 564 3045 or (preferably) email 
newsletter@ccvc.org.nz 

you haven’t done so before then why not volunteer to write a trip report, its 
fun and if I can do it anyone can.I have said it before, if you want an interest-
ing day out one of Ron’s trips is a great way to see the country and you nev-
er know what pleasure (or sometimes a little pain) it will bring. You can be 
sure you will get value and we never stop being amazed at the fact that he 
never seems to want to stop.  The coast is a fantastic place for families on 
club trips but would you know it I think there was only one child, who soon 
had Ron conned and spent most of the trip as his co-pilot. 

 

Thank again Ron, we will be back! 
Michael (Murf), Kath & “Cleo”K250 (SWB Prado) 

British Newspaper Report: 

 

Four students from Dunedin, New Zealand pulled off a trick of breathtaking bravado in order to gain 

revenge on a mobile speed camera van operating in the area. Three of the group approached the van 

and distracted the operator's attention by asking a series of questions about how the equipment 

worked and how many cars the operator could catch in a day. Meanwhile, the fourth musketeer sneaked 

to the front of the van and unscrewed its number plate. After bidding the van operator goodbye, the 

friends returned home, fixed the number plate to their car and drove through the camera's radar at 

high speed - 17 times. As a result, the automated billing system issued 17 speeding tickets to itself! 
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GPS - How it works and how to speak it 

  

Did you know that every satellite has an atomic clock which is accurate to 1 second 
every 70,000 years? And did you know that we have so many up 
there now that there are always 8-10 satellites on the horizon  - re-
gardless of your location?  Well, GPS's (Global Positioning Systems) 
make use of these two facts to provide a service that can tell you 
where you are on the face of the Earth to within 100 metres.  

 

A GPS receiver chooses either 3 satellites with a known altitude and 
calculates your horizontal position (ie latitude and longitude, known as a 2D fix) or 4 
satellites, which gives you both a horizontal position and an altitude (known as a 3D 
fix).  GPS receivers know the exact location of all satellites and they automatically 
choose the best satellites to give you a fix. These are usually the ones which are the 
furthest apart. This is what is called 'good geometry.' It then calculates the position 
using a method known as triangulation. 

 

Following on from the earlier article about the Alvis Stalwart, here are the vehi-
cles specifications: 

 

Length  6.356 metres (250.2 ins) 
Width  2.616 metres (103.0 ins) 
Height  2.312 metres ( 91.2 ins) 
Wheelbase 2 x 1.524 metres (2 x 60.0 ins) 
Track  2.040 metres ( 80.3 ins) 
Approach 44 degrees 
Depart  40 degrees 
Clearance 0.420 metres ( 16.5 ins) 
Kerb wt. 9,000 kgs (19,800 lbs) 
Gross wt. 14,000 kgs (30,800 lbs) 
Payload 5,000 kgs (11,000 lbs) 
Towing cap. 10,000 kgs (22,000 lbs) 
Tank cap. 455 litres (91 UK gallons) 
Max. range 824 kms (515 miles) 
Engine  Rolls Royce straight eight B81 water cooled petrol 
Capacity 6516 cc's 
Max. power 220 bhp @ 4000 rpm 
Max. torque 335 lbs/ft @ 2500 rpm 
Transmission 5 speed primary gearbox. Single speed transfer case. Reverse and  
  "No-Spin" differential in transfer case. Drive to centre wheel bevel  
  boxes. Further drive to bevel boxes at each front and rear wheel. PTO  
  for winch and marine propulsion units. 
Suspension Independent all round. Wishbone with torsion bars. Multiple hydraulic  
  shock absorbers. 
Brakes  Power assisted discs all round. Mechanical handbrake acting on both  
  front bevel boxes. 
Steering Front and centre wheels via power assisted recirculating ball, radius of  
  turn 27.5 feet. 
Wheels 10x20" split rim alloys  
Tyres  14.00x20 tyres. 
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 However, in order to work at its best your GPS receiver must have a clear view of 
the sky to avoid poor signal strength. The physical environment can also affect the 
positional fix and navigation information. So if you use one, it will work best outdoors. 
 
Common GPS Acronyms 
 
As you can imagine, GPS receivers are complex bits of machinery so there's a lot of 
"tech talk" associated with using them. So here's a cut-out-&-keep list of the most 
common GPS terms: 
 

EPE - Estimated Position Error 
ETA - Estimated Time of Arrival 
ETE - Estimated Time En route 
UT - Universal Time 
UTM - Universal Transverse Mercator 
VMG - Velocity Made Good 
CTS - Course To Steer 
Active Leg - The segment of a route currently being travelled 
Backtrack - Retraces the position fixes (up to 21 stored automatically).  
Bearing - The compass direction from your position to your destination.  
Track - The actual path travelled.  
Track History - The track over a selected period of time.  
Heading - The direction in which your GPS receiver is moving.  
Position Fix - Your position co-ordinates as computed by the receiver.  
Reverse Route - Reverses the order of waypoints in the existing route.  
Waypoint/Landmark - A location saved in the unit's memory.  
 

Unlike any other radio navigation technology, GPS is the most accurate technology 
available. It is not affected by the weather, it can be used anywhere in the world, and 
works 24 hours a day. So that's why I carry one with me whenever I go outback - and 
why you probably should too. 
 
If you run into trouble, the first thing the rescue people will want to know is where you 
are. If you have a GPS, you can tell them with pinpoint accuracy. If you don't, well... 

FOR SALE 
 
1994 Toyota Hilux Surf SSR-X 
3L V6 petrol engine, automatic, 137 km 
AC, CD, electrics, dark green, $13000 
 
Hannah on 025 2850655 or 3809498 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 9 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 8 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 7 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 6 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 5 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 4 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 3 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 2 here 
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Insert Trip Info Sheet 1 here 
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Family Shiny:  
Description:  Family trip. These trips will be straightforward and will usually include some 
degree of guidance in driving techniques as necessary.  
Drivers:  Particularly suited to family outings and drivers new to off-road driving, this category 
is also open to anybody who enjoys this style of trip.  
Members:  Anybody is welcome, especially prospective new members. 
Vehicles:  An important objective is minimal challenge and minimal risk to vehicles. Club safety 
equipment is mandatory for club members; it is not mandatory for non-members although it is 
recommended for vehicles once their drivers have participated in one or two trips. All open or 
soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Shiny 4x4:  
Description:  More difficult family trips, for shiny wagons and drivers with some experience who 
want more challenge and don’t mind minor bush marks etc on their vehicles.  
Drivers:  Must have some experience, preferably from the driver training provided by the club. 
Particularly important are experience in stropping, failed hill climbs, steep descents and 
sidlings. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Vehicles must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the 
club’s document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the 
trip. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Club 4x4:  
Description:  Challenging trips, for experienced drivers. There will be steep and challenging 
terrain, modestly deep water and mud, likelihood of bush marks. 
Drivers:  Must have experience beyond that required for Shiny 4x4 trips, including water 
crossings and vehicle recovery. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  Must have mud tyres, tow hooks and all the required equipment per the club’s 
document “Vehicle Safety & Equipment Inspections”. This applies to all vehicles on the trip. 
Accessories such as high-lift jacks, externally mounted spare tyre, bush bars and multiple 
jacking points are of advantage. Winches are often particularly useful. Generally a short 
wheelbase vehicle is better suited for the tight tracks. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a 
roll bar or roll cage. 

 

Hard Yakka:  
Description:  Difficult trips with very challenging terrain and surfaces, where winching, digging, 
and vehicle damage are all a possibility! 
Drivers:  Experienced drivers only. 
Members:  These trips are for members only. Prospective members and visitors are welcome if 
they can demonstrate to the Trip Leader they are members of another club and have adequate 
experience. 
Vehicles:  As per the Club 4x4 category. In addition, a roll-bar or roll-cage is recommended for 
all vehicles on Hard Yakka trips. All open or soft-top vehicles must have a roll bar or roll cage. 
Often a winch is mandatory on a Hard Yakka trip; this will be specified on the Trip Information 
Sheet.  

Trip Categories (01/06/2002) 
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Insert Database P1 here 
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Insert Database P2 here 
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